
      
 

 

 

       

April 25, 2012 

 

State Representative Christopher G. Donovan 

Speaker of the House 

Legislative Office Building, Room 4100 

Hartford, Connecticut 06106-1591 

 

Dear Mr. Speaker, 

  

As Executive Director of the National Troopers Coalition, I write you to weigh in 

on the staffing issues within the Connecticut State Police. Our organization, the National 

Troopers Coalition, includes forty eight associations who represent more than 45,000 

state troopers / highway patrol officers in this nation. The NTC serves its members in a 

variety of ways as they relate to providing better police services to the public, achieving 

the best possible equipment, salaries, pensions, fringe benefits, working conditions and 

legislative lobbying.  

 

We strongly side with Sergeant Andrew Matthews, President of the Connecticut 

State Police Union, in his opposition of Substitute Senate Bill Number 32, “An Act 

Concerning State Police Staffing”.  Contained within the bill is the elimination of existing 

language (CGS 29-4) requiring that the mandatory minimum staffing level of sworn state 

police personnel be maintained at 1,248.  This language is to be replaced with an 

unknown staffing number to be determined by the Commissioner of Emergency Services 

and Public Protection. The bill also calls for an independent study to be conducted to 

determine the appropriate staffing level in the future.   

 

While the Connecticut State Police Union leadership supports that a study be 

conducted as soon as possible, we strongly oppose the elimination of the current 

language requiring the mandatory minimum staffing of 1,248 personnel. By leaving the 

minimum staffing level language at 1,248 in place, until a thorough and comprehensive 

study can be completed, insures the service to the public and trooper safety.    
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I have observed a nationwide trend in which due to growing populations within states, the administrations have 

taken on more public service responsibilities.  Unfortunately, these administrations continue to downsize and cut 

staffing levels of the only agency in their states that provide full time statewide service, the state police.  

 

On behalf of the men and women of the NTC, we fully support the position of the Connecticut State Police Union 

leadership on this matter and I would encourage you to support it as well.   

 

I want to wish you the best of luck in your campaign for U. S. Congress for the 5th District in Connecticut.  If 

there is anything that this office can do to assist you in this election, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

 

  
  

Fraternally,  
 

 
 
Dennis Hallion 
 
Executive Director  
National Troopers Coalition

 
 

 

  


