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James Woznicki 
Editor National Trooper

Iwould like to take this]
opportunity to welcome
each of you to the spring

issue of the National  Trooper
magazine. 

This issue is dedicated in
memory to all who have served.

I hope you find this maga -
zine gratifying with the  several
different articles submitted
and printed. Not all articles
can be printed due to space
concerns.

This publication is financed solely by the monies re -
ceived from advertisements listed in the business section.
Take a moment and browse throughout this section of the
magazine and take notice of the many we come in contact
with. Please take the time to thank them for their contri-
bution. Without them this magazine would not happen.

I would also like to thank the McKnight Company for
making this magazine one of the finest we have ever been
provided with. They give us a fine product they and we can
be proud of.

A special Thank You to NTC Executive Director  

Dennis Hallion for his assistance and Ilma Venturiello, 
NYS  Troopers PBA for editing and providing the colorful 
magazine cover. ❑

Publisher Instructions for 
Submitting Articles

1) Article is best if written in word format.
2) Photographs are to be sent separately as JPEG 

not embedded in the word document with photo 
captions if needed.

3) The word document and photos should be 
placed in one folder and forwarded to the editor. 
(Contact the NTC Office for instructions.)

David Latimer, Retired (NC) 
NTC 2nd Vice Chairman

As we begin another]
year I am reminded
of the constant sacri-

fice and dedication that our
troopers and their families
exhibit. While the majority
of Americans get to enjoy our
many holidays and weekends,
troopers are always on patrol
keeping everyone else safe.

While very few actually think about this fact, I cannot go
through a single weekend or holiday without being remind-
ed of those men and women who constantly serve and pro-
tect. Being a state trooper is arguably the most  dangerous

profession within the law enforcement sector and yet our
troopers never shirk their duties. Like most troopers, I am
proud that I was able to serve the public and protect my
fellow brothers and sisters who also wear the badge. Over
my 25 years of service I have had to bury many fellow troop-
ers who were killed in the line of duty. I believe that the
only thing that separated me from all of these  fallen troop-
ers was fate. The very nature of state police work is such
that at any given time, be it a pursuit or routine traffic stop,
that we face death every day. To that end, know that I am
ever thankful for the tens of thousands of state troopers
throughout our country that never flinch or hesitate to
engage those that would seek to do us harm. May God con-
tinue to bless our  troopers and the NTC.

Respectfully,
David

❑
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Sgt. Mathew J. Hodapp, (MN)
NTC Chairman

From Main Street – to –]
Washington, DC, poli-
ticians are locked in an

epoch struggle of “NO”.
Nobody stands out … and

stand for something anymore.
The lawmakers are taking
the easy way out by simply
opposing everything. That is
easy!!! It’s hard to stand up
for what you believe in and
stick to it.

Public Safety is not a
 special interest that belongs to any specific political party.
Public Safety is everyone’s interest. 

Public Safety is not a Democrat
or a Republican  ideology; it’s a right
that each individual regardless of
their beliefs is due. So let’s start with
us, and stop the divisiveness by  setting
an example within our own States
and ultimately  Washington.

Public Safety … what does this
represent?

Public, a term described as “concerning all people” re -
lating to the people at large or all members of a community.
In relation to State government, the term relates to state and
governmental agencies rather than private corporations or
industry.

Safety … the term denotes freedom from danger, harm,
injury or damage.

Within our city, county, state and federal governments,
our elected leaders are forgetting what their primary  mission
is. Most any constitution states simply that “government is
formed for the protection of its people”; yet this premise
seems to be lost on a segment of politicians destined to mold
the  “public” government in the fashion they have shaped 
“private”  sector business.

Because of this internal strife, divisiveness which is
 riddled with conflict, troublesome and disruptive actions has
caused governments on all levels to become deadlocked.

Examples abound throughout the country.
In Foley, Minnesota, a city of 2600 that happens to be

their county seat, city leaders recently decided to cancel its’

contract for law enforcement services with the County Sher-
iff and opted to hire a private security company to provide
services. WHAT??? This city council was approached by the
State’s Attorney General in an attempt to mediate their
 differences, stating that the liability attached to such action
could put the city at great risk. The fact that monies will be
expended for other projects rather than the safety of its
 citizenry is astounding to me.

In July 2011, Minnesota State government was shut down
for 3 weeks because a segment of legislators determined to
slash state government were determined to shrink govern-
ment workers by an arbitrary 15% ... never mind the fact
that in the previous eight years, Minnesota worker – to – 
population ratio had dropped from 13th to 10th lowest per
capita. An additional 15% work force reduction would have
placed us well into single digits … yet, who is going to patrol
the roadways, plow the snow, provide the needed health and
human services in this recession we live in where the com-

mon  citizen is most vulnerable and
in need of such services.

In Ohio, Wisconsin, Michigan,
and elsewhere, Governors and legisla -
tures are putting their public safety
at risk through historic cuts and shifts
designed to change government to
be more like the private sector …
believing that by attacking public

servants who provide necessary life-liberty and pursuit of
happiness functions; they are doing what the  voters desire.

We all need to stay engaged with our law makers … work-
ing in a bipartisan way to promote the health and welfare of
our law enforcement officers by improving our working con-
ditions, propose legislation that assists our profession and
supporting rules and regulations that protect our officers.
Point out that the duty of an electorate is to protect the citi-
zens that they represent.

We all enjoy good relationships with the politicians and
by stepping up and letting them know of our disgust with
the political posturing, let’s support rolling up our sleeves
and working on solutions that provide the security and  safety
our public deserves.

From the U.S. Constitution …“We the People of the
 United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, estab-
lish  Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the
common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States
of America.” ❑

NATIONAL TROOPERS COALITION 3

NATIONAL TROOPER

Divisiveness has to STOP!!!
Let’s start with us …

Safety … the term denotes
freedom from danger, harm,
injury or damage.
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Social Networking Or Your Job, 
It’s Your Choice!

1 Bias, def., a predisposition or a preconceived opinion that prevents a person from impartially evaluating facts that have been presented for
 determination; a prejudice. (West's Enc. of Am. Law., Ed. 2. Copyright, 2008. The Gale Group, Inc., Pub.).

Atty. Richard E. Mulvaney, (NY)
NTC Legal Counsel

During the past several]
years I have been cru-
sading against police

officers utilizing social net-
working sites on the internet.
It seemed to me personal net-
working web sites not only
offer a porthole into an indi-
vidual’s personal lifestyle, but
in addition the medium has
evolved into a modern ver-
sion of the office water  cooler.

Considering that more
than half of all adult Americans ages 25-35 have personal
networking profiles on media web sites, it is a no brainer
that the water cooler, or more importantly, what is said at
the water cooler, becomes amplified as if the speaker has
access to front page coverage on the New York Times. More
and more incidents involving inappropriate communica-
tion by police officers utilizing networked web sites and
blogs have become the new frontier for internal affairs inves-
tigators and employers. Even more insidious is exposure of
police officers to cross examination in all forums as to their
credibility and/or bias as the result of a blog or web post-
ing they may have made in an online conversation.

While I can devote this entire article to the dubious
actions of employers in garnering online information about
an employee in an effort to adversely affect their employ-
ment status, I choose to let the cat out of the bag as an attor-
ney to afford you an insider’s guide on how a litigator
(defense attorney) prepares to eviscerate your credibility
when you take the stand, raise your hand and swear to tell
the truth about your actions as a law enforcement officer
who is sworn to uphold the Constitution. 

You already know that the duty of every law enforce-
ment officer is to enforce the law in an unbiased manner.
Biased actions undertaken by any police officer can be
demonstrated by actions or inactions, verbal or non-verbal
communications or by patterns of behaviors incorporating
the aforementioned.1 Hence, any lawyer worth a salt will
engage in any lawful means to acquire information that
may lead to a line of questioning solely intended to under-

mine your credibility. That includes investigating you through
your associations, friends, acquaintances and contacts through
the internet.

SOCIAL NETWORKS: THE MODERN CRUCIBLE 

OF THE FACT WITNESS.

Defense attorneys have become adept at data mining the
internet to find any piece of information that can be cor-
related to you – as the testifying witness – that may  reason-
ably be interpreted by a fact finder as a bias as it relates
to the facts you are testifying to. As such, data  mining is
far more advanced than just a summary search on Google™
or other search engines. In fact, there are specialized search
engines such as Technorati™ that search blogs and have
indexed over a hundred million blogs and more than 250
million pieces of tagged social media. 

What does that mean to you? It means that any infor-
mation you or anyone associated with you posted on a
social networking site is captured for future reference even
if you erased the posting. It also means that information
posted by your friends or enemies is also captured and data
mined in the same manner. Oh, and don’t forget the photo -
graphs that you or your friends posted about a party you
were at in which narcotics may have been used with or
without your knowledge. Even more harmful, someone
from a previous relationship calling you out as a “psycho”
a “drunk” or even a “child abuser” or “molester” is open
sourced and captured for my preparation and use in cross
examination. Make no mistake; any and all commentary
about you on social networks is open sourced for review,
even in supposed “confidential” or “private chat rooms.”

Also, lawyers love it when you as police officers express
yourselves in slang or street terminology. Those of you who
think it is hip or cool to utilize derogatory terms for  ethnic
groups, even as self-deprecation indicates you have an
 ability to parse out one group of individuals over others in
a manner that invokes prejudicial or biased conduct. Even
an innocent term as defining a fellow police officer as
“brother” may be explored as a collegial term that invokes
loyalty to a class of individuals above other citizens. There-
fore, that may be extrapolated that loyalty to the class (police
officers) results in adherence to principles of standing by
fellow officers for all terms, including attesting to facts that
are inconsistent with your own observations. I may be
stretching the envelope, but I think you get my point.

You should always remember that most convictions
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rest on the credibility of the police officer. In a recent New
York State Supreme Court case, a New York City police
officer was cross examined regarding statements he had
posted on a Facebook web page that portrayed himself as
a rogue cop. The officer posted comments amongst others
that he had watched the movie “Training Day” (a motion
picture that displayed corrupt police behavior and  brutality)
to brush up on “proper police procedure.” The defense
strategy was to show the jury that what the officer writes
about himself on social network web sites is how he  “really”
conducts police work. The suspect in the case claimed that
the officer used excessive force on him, which resulted in
three broken ribs. The suspect went on to allege that when
the police officer realized that he had to explain the  broken
ribs, he “planted” the stolen 9mm Beretta and charged him
with it. The police officer testified that his internet  persona
was simply bravado, similar to what might be said in a
locker room. The major difference between jokingly “talk-
ing trash” in person and posting it on the internet is that
one of them ends up preserved on a digital server. The jury
acquitted the defendant.2

In another case, an Indiana State Trooper posted com-
ments on his Facebook page that were in conflict with the
policies and procedures of his department. In one  comment
he shares his views of police work, referring to himself as
not a state trooper, but as a “garbage man, because I pick
up trash for a living.” Another comment was, “these  people
should have died when they were young anyway, I’m just
doing them a favor.” Even further, the trooper posted a
 picture of himself off-duty pointing a handgun to the head
of another off-duty trooper. The officer personally vali-
dated the post by admitting they were “drinking lots of
beer” that day.3 Now I must say that there were instances
in my legal career where I have arguably performed  miracles
in defending my clients. But I have no illusions that  comments
and posting material like that would give me any room to
rehabilitate the officer’s testimony against anybody in a
criminal proceeding, let alone save the individual’s job.

Most recently, the New York Times has reported that the
New York City Police Department has commenced an inves-
tigation against a number of officers communicating online
in a private chat group about working in Brooklyn, New York
during the annual West Indian Day Parade. The subject was
officers’ loathing of being assigned to the multi-day event
that had been marred by episodes of violence, including
deaths of paradegoers. Amongst the more derogatory state-
ments in the chat group, which grew to over 1,200 members
including firemen and EMTs, was the description of the atten-
dees as “animals” and “savages.” One comment said, “Drop
a bomb and wipe them all out.”4 Take a moment to ponder
all the possibilities how a defense attorney can use those

statements in the defense of their clients. Don’t ponder too
long, a defendant has already been  acquitted in a gun pos-
session case out of Brooklyn in which the arresting officer
was cited as a participant in the online exchange even though
no comments were directly  attributed to him. 

“WHAT’S GOOD FOR THE GOOSE, IS GOOD FOR

THE GANDER.”

But remember this, as your counsel; I too use the same tech -
niques to defend your interests as members of the  associa-
tion. That being said, I prepare all cases with the requisite
aforethought that all interested parties and  witnesses, 
no matter where they are from or who they are with, are
 thoroughly vetted in the same manner. This, in turn, has
been an extremely useful tool in defending police officers
from, shall we say, unsavory witnesses to say the least. 
It also offers some rather embarrassing moments to my
opposing counsel. That brings me to the next issue  involving
online communications. 

IS IT BRADY MATERIAL? 

You all know by now that the doctrine under Brady is that
any evidence affecting credibility of the police officer as a
witness may be exculpatory evidence and shall be given
to the defense.5 Thus, evidence that an officer has had in
his personnel file that displays a founded finding of untruth-
fulness is exculpatory to the defense. Even further, there
is case law indicating that “exculpatory evidence cannot be
kept out of the hands of the defense just because the pros-
ecutor does not have it, when the investigating agency
does.6 That would undermine Brady by allowing the inves-
tigatory agency to prevent production by keeping a report
out of the prosecutor’s hands until the agency decided the
prosecutor ought to have it …” Hence, I suspect that if an
agency had a founded case of inappropriate conduct by a
police officer as the result of an online communication(s),
that information may very well qualify as Brady material
if the underlying communication indicated bias behavior
on the part of the officer. Therefore, the question that re -
mains to be answered; does the term “savages” or “animals”
indicate bias? And if it is bias, is the police officer’s credi -
bility permanently tarnished that he could no longer  perform
his duties in a fair and objective manner as he previously
swore to uphold?

I will stop the hand wringing at this point and simply
say to you my clients and friends, there is nothing good
that can come from engaging in communication on social
web sites if you are a police officer. The negatives outweigh
the positives in so many ways, including the unantici pated
loss of employment as the result of yourself or others speak-
ing as if you were standing at the water cooler. ❑

2 Newsletter, Vol. 09 No. 07, LA County Sheriff’s Dept. May, 27, 2009.
3 Id. (see also, Officer Awareness Bulletin, Wash. Reg. Anlys. Cntr., as cited by Kansas Peace Officers Ass. www.kpoa.org). 
4 Article, “N.Y.C. Police Maligned Paradegoers on Facebook”, NYT online addition by William Glaberson, Dec. 5, 2011. (www.nytimes.com). 
5 Brady v. Maryland, (1963).
6 Tennison v. City  of San Francisco, Ninth Cir. (2008).
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William R. Staviski, (NY)
NTC Treasurer

In New York, like in most]
state associations, we are 
always looking for new

resources to help further our
organization, especially fi -
nancially. Always keeping in
mind our primary function
is to provide our members
with benefits and services,
we strive to look for revenue
streams that will accomplish
our primary goal as well. We
do this by offering our mem-

bers many programs such as insurances (life, property, auto,
disability) at discounted prices for the members in which
our organization administers and receives fees for this
 service, mortgage providers who provide low cost alterna-
tives for our members and also provide the association
resources we utilize for communication with the members,
and most recently an Identity Theft solution for our mem-
bers that is the most comprehensive in the industry, yet also
the most inexpensive since it is being offered through our
association and in turn we again collect administrative costs.
These scenarios are all win-win for both the member and
the organization; however we, as both individual Members
and Member Organizations of the NTC, need to think of
more ways to find benefits for us both.

The NTC has started on
this journey in 2010. With
the completion of the new
National Troopers Coalition
Website (NTCTroopers.com)
that is a new concept in web
design offering a platform for
all of the member states to
join on. In essence, the NTC
website is a mother-ship and

any state organization can choose to be a satellite of this 
platform but also totally autonomous. The benefits are a
mutual sharing of information between all of the state asso-
ciation websites that choose to be part of this platform.
Whenever someone posts news, pictures, or events on their
own website, it automatically populates to the NTC website
and all the other state association websites on the plat-
form. This allows a constant stream of new information 
sharing between all of our organizations and it also holds
the future of providing our members and memberships with
new possibilities.

Most of our organizations deliver some sort of physical
benefits to their members. Whether it is a membership card
and sticker for their members, an online store to provide
merchandise to their members and the public, or in some
cases direct benefits from the employer forwarded to the
member through the association. With the new website
 platform being implemented through the NTC and many of
the NTC Member Organizations (almost half so far), the door
is opening for the NTC and your organization to be able to
provide you the member with better benefits and at lower
costs to your organization. By partnering with each other
through the NTC we will be able to use the purchasing and
marketing potentials of all of us as a collective to achieve
the greatest savings while providing these benefits and
 creating revenue streams for our organizations outside of
membership dues.

What this means to you the member is that hopefully
in the near future when you want to by a state police shirt
for your father on his birthday you can go to your associa-
tion’s online store and find the shirt at a lower cost than you

could find it elsewhere be -
cause that shirt was purchased
with collective aggregated
pricing due to all of the asso-
ciations in the NTC bought
that same shirt for their mem-
bers, with different embroi-
dering of course. This allowed
the production costs to be
lower, in turn your costs were

It’s Your Money
Colaboration and Cooperation 

Within the NTC to Benefit You the 
Member and Your Organization

The benefits are a mutual sharing
of information between all of the
state association websites that
choose to be part of this platform.
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lower, and finally you supported your organization in find-
ing another source of funding other than membership dues
from you. When we extrapolate this into other areas and
benefits, this collective approach becomes even that more
appealing. In the short term we are going to begin to offer
legal representation coverage to members of the NTC if you
choose that was procured through this exact manner in order
to offer you the best product for the lowest pricing. Please
stay tuned in for that offering.

In my belief this is truly what a national organization
should be doing for the local organizations and the  members
therein, finding ways to offer benefits that your organiza-
tion can provide to you in a better manner than if they did
it by themselves. You as a member should be encouraging
your association to be pursuing this collective agenda with
the NTC. If through this collaborative process your organi-
zation makes a small profit and you receive a benefit or 
service at a better rate, then it is truly a win-win scenario.
So please pay attention when your organization or the NTC
puts out an offer or benefit for you or your family. Look it

over closely. You will probably see it is the best available
and most likely at a lower cost for you than if you were to
find it on your own. You may then also take comfort that
you have helped your organization hold off raising your dues
just a little longer.

Bio:
A New York State Trooper of over twenty years, William
Staviski has been a Director since 2001 and the Treasurer
of the New York State Troopers Police Benevolent Associa -
tion since 2007. He was elected as Treasurer of the Nation-
al Troopers Coalition in May of 2010. He oversaw the process
of his association going from one corporation to five  distinct
separate corporations to add services provided for and to
protect the financial interests of their NYS Trooper  members.
He has implemented several e-commerce solutions,  insurance
programs, and benefit distributions for his members that
have provided the NYS Troopers PBA hundreds of  thousands
of dollars of revenue while providing the best products and
services for his membership. ❑
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Dennis Hallion, Retired (NJ)
NTC Executive Director 

As a result of one of the]
most concerted and
organized efforts in

labor history, the attempt to
“gut” collective bargaining in
the State of Ohio went down
to dismal defeat. The out-
come of Ohio state Governor
John Kasich and his admin-
istration’s push for “union-
busting” reforms resulted in
a failed experiment and were
vehemently dismissed. Many

members of the National Troopers Coalition felt the obli -
ga  tion to travel to Ohio and work the grass roots efforts.
 Members of the National Troopers Coalition were obvious
by their activism in assisting to defeat Senate Bill 5 (Issue 2).
These members were part of a tide-turning event that has
swung the pendulum back towards labor. We have to recog -
nize troopers who unselfishly volunteered their time from
the states of Delaware, New York, Indiana,  Minnesota, and

Illinois, and the troopers from those states who came out
to take up the cause.

Executive Board members Chairman Mat Hodapp,
 Corresponding Secretary Tom Mungeer, Treasurer Bill
 Staviski, East Regional Coordinator Tom Brackin, Counsel
Rich Mulvaney, and Executive Director Dennis Hallion were
also present. The contingent worked the streets and neigh-
borhoods of voters in a major GOTV effort. The campaign

DEFEAT OF OHIO SENATE BILL 5
WITH NTC ASSISTANCE

more ➤
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involved the towns of Akron, Fairlawn, Struthers, Youngstown,
Columbus, and Canton. Doors were knocked on, voters
motivated, and flyers passed out. Most of those folks that
we talked to were in favor of seeing Senate Bill 5 defeated.
They recognized the value of collective bargaining and the
idea of a fair wage for a fair days’ work. The troopers  traveled
to Columbus, “The Belly of the Beast”, and were welcomed
warmly by the Ohio State Fraternal Order of Police and
leadership of the national FOP, as well as the National and
Ohio International Association of Firefighters, the  National
Education Association, AFL-CIO and AFSCME leaders. The
NTC troopers attended several rallies with IAFF President
Harold Shaitberger and NEA President Dennis Van Roekel. 

The unreasonable argument that the recognized labor
forces, associations, and unions are causing the failure of
states’ governments to survive is hogwash. Labor has been
the backbone of this country for centuries and has helped
to produce a sound economy. We did not cause the predica-
ment of the current administrations. They need to look only
to their past indiscretions, playing fast and loose with the
taxpayers’ monies. Do not cast that first stone………

Our thanks to all the Ohio labor groups that made us
feel welcome. It was an honor and privilege to add our small
effort to this monumental but gratifying task.

Our brothers and sister in Ohio live to
fight another day.

Bio:
Dennis Hallion retired from the New Jersey  State Police
after thirty  and a half years of service where most of his
career was dedicated to the labor cause. He was President
of the New Jersey State Police Non Commissioned Officers
Association for the last eight years of his career. He served
as Chairman of the National Troopers Coalition during that
time and was appointed to the position of Executive Direc-
tor of the National Troopers Coalition in September of 2010.
He continues to serve the 45 state members and the over
45,000+ members of the Coalition.

❑
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Left to Right: Charlie DiSanto (NY), Bill Staviski (NY). Tom Mungeer (NY),
Mike Cosgrove (DE), Dennis Hallion (Exec Dir), Tom Brackin (DE), 
Mark Robillard (NY), Rich Mulvaney (Counsel), Dan Sisto (NY).

Left to Right: Kent James (IL), Lance Langford (MN), Mathew Hodapp
(MN), Akron FOP President Paul Hly nsky , Chris Southw ood (IL), 
Joe Moon (IL), Kevin Kloss (MN), Steve Clemente (IL)

continued

They recognized the value of collective bargaining and the idea of
a fair wage for a fair days’ work. The troopers  traveled to Columbus,
“The Belly of the Beast”, and were welcomed warmly by the Ohio
State Fraternal Order of Police and leadership of the national FOP,
as well as the National and Ohio International Association of
Firefighters, the  National Education Association, AFL-CIO and
AFSCME leaders.
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Tom Mungeer, (NY)
NTC Corres. Secretary

NATIONAL TROOPER
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Saint Michael, heaven's glorious
commissioner of police,

who once so neatly and successfully
cleared God's premises of all its 

undesirables, look with kindly and 
professional eyes on your earthly force.

Give us cool heads, stout hearts, and
uncanny flair for investigation 

and wise judgement.

Make us the terror of burglars, 
the friend of children and law-abiding 

citizens, kind to strangers, polite 
to bores, strict with law-breakers and 

impervious to temptations.

You know, Saint Michael, from your own experiences
with the devil that the police officer's lot on earth is not

always a happy one; but your sense of duty that so
pleased God, your hard knocks that so surprised the

devil, and your angelic self-control give us inspiration.

And when we lay down our night sticks, enroll us 
in your heavenly force, where we will be as 
proud to guard the throne of God as we have 

been to guard the city of all the people.

Lord I ask for courage 

Courage to face and 
Conquer my own fears ... 

Courage to take me 
Where others will not go ... 

I ask for strength 

Strength of body to protect others 
And strength of spirit to lead others ... 

I ask for dedication 

Dedication to my job, to do it well 
Dedication to my community 

To keep it safe ... 

Give me Lord, concern 
For others who trust me 

And compassion for those who need me ... 

And please Lord 

Through it all 
Be at my side ...

Amen

Happy New Year to all and may God bless the  National
Troopers Coalition, family, and friends.

Colonel Father Oscar Frundt  ❑

Police Officer’s Prayer to St. Michael

Chaplain Colonel Father
Oscar Frundt (DE)

Saying No to Isolationism

When the Nazis came for the Communists, 
I remained silent; I was not a Communist.

When they locked up the Social Democrats, 
I remained silent; I was not a Social Democrat.

When they came for the trade unionists, 
I did not speak out; I was not a trade unionist.

When they came for the Jews, 
I remained silent; I wasn't a Jew.

When they came for me, 
there was no one left to speak out.

– Pastor Martin Niemöller
more ➤
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continued

This past year battles revolving around public pension]
and collective bargaining in other states have garnered
the headlines and primetime news spots, and become

fodder for the editorial pages in the media.
This past March, after weeks of stalemate, the Repub-

lican majority in the Wisconsin legislature, led by Gov. Scott
Walker, abruptly ended the collective bargaining rights for
most public employees. This action was nationally symbolic
because Wisconsin was the first state to give public  workers
the right to collectively bargain in 1959. 

The elimination of these hard-fought for rights was
achieved under the guise of balancing the state’s budget.
The legislation effectively ended the ability of most public
employee unions to operate effectively and tipped the  balance
of power to the side of management and created a new
“right-to-work” state. 

One provision of the new law should be extremely 
disturbing because it limits future raises of public em ployees
to changes in the Consumer Price Index (aka inflation) unless
the public approves higher raises in a referendum. Just to
give you an example of how
stifling this law can be to
salaries, if the inflation-based
 Wisconsin model were im-
plemented 25 years ago in
New York, a 20-year  Trooper
would now be earning just
$64,881.00. Under this hypo-
thetical model, the NYS
Troopers PBA’s biggest goal
would be to have Division
lessen the restraints on secon -
dary employment. 

New Jersey state em ploy -
ees, including Troopers, lost
a battle when Gov. Chris
Christie signed into law a bill
that stripped them of their
right to collectively bargain
health benefits. They also
saw an increase in what they
contribute to their pensions.
New Jersey Troopers, includ-
ing active members, now
have to pay 9 percent into
their pensions. The new law also froze all cost of living
adjustment (COLA) increases for retirees. 

This is significant because New Jersey Troopers, unlike
New York, do not pay into Social Security, meaning that
there are no Social Security payments waiting to  supplement
their pensions in future years.

Why should this matter to us in New York? Some believe
the fall and erosion of public employee unions in these states
may cause a domino effect and the repercussions will be
felt nationwide. If ignored, we can repeat mistakes learned
from past events, albeit on a much grander scale. 

America’s national policy during the 1930’s of abstain-
ing from political or economic relations with other  countries,
or what commonly is referred to as isolationism,  certainly
allowed the Axis powers to gain strength. By  leaving these
nations unchecked, America’s participation in World War
II, although victorious, was costly both financially and 
in casualties. On the labor front we must draw the line
somewhere. 

In April, Ohio Gov. John Kasich signed into law Senate
Bill 5, which effectively dismantled collective bargaining
for all public employees in his state, including police and
fire. Although there was a lot of rhetoric that this bill didn’t
totally end collective bargaining, James Brudney, a labor
law professor at Ohio State University, stated differently.
“There’s a kind of mask or illusion element in this,” he said.
“The essence of collective bargaining is when you can’t
agree on the terms of a contract, you have a dispute reso -
lution mechanism, by strikes or perhaps binding arbitra-
tion. Here, you have none of that. That’s not collective bar-
gaining. I’d call it collective begging. It’s a conversation that

ends whenever an em ployer
decides that it ends.” 

Luckily, the union activ -
ism including police and fire,
collected more than a million
signatures to place the new
anti-collective bargaining law
on the November ballot as a
 referendum. The resulting
Issue or Proposition 2 went
down in a resounding defeat
of 61 percent to 39 percent,
repealing Senate Bill 5. 

This galvanized union
effort was surely the most
watched in the country, most
likely setting the tone for
future state and national 
platforms. A Republican 
has never been elected Pres-
ident without winning Ohio
and the  Democrats have 
only done it twice in the past
100 years.  

Realizing the national
importance of these events, the National Troopers Coali-
tion lent its support – including  volunteers from New York –
to defeat this bill which, in my opinion, if passed, would
have eventually had implications on legislation in New York
and an impact on the lives of our Members in New York. 

Remaining vigilant of events within, as well as outside,
our borders will ensure that the Troopers PBA will protect
and maintain the union rights that New York State  Troopers
have enjoyed for more than 40 years.

❑
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“The essence of collective bar -
gaining is when you can’t agree
on the terms of a contract, you
have a dispute resolution mecha -
nism, by strikes or perhaps binding
arbitration. Here, you have none
of that. That’s not collective bar -
gain ing. I’d call it collective  begging.
It’s a conversation that ends when -
ever an employer decides that it
ends.”
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Missing and Exploited
Children

Glen Jones (WI)
NTC Recording Secretary

Missing and exploited[
children. It is a topic
that catches our

attention, but it doesn’t stay
with us long, because it’s al-
ways someone else’s child.
The media runs a quick story,
and then it’s time to move over
to weather or sports.

However, when you are
a police officer, that topic is
always on your mind. Any
officer who has worked a

month on the road has stopped a car where the occupants
don’t match. I’m not talking about the opposites attract high
school kids, but rather the car with the 35 year old driver
and the 15 year old passenger. Maybe it’s the car with three
juveniles out in the wee hours of the morning. Perhaps it
is the car with a small child in the wrong size car seat.

Any of these situations should cause an officer to start
asking more questions. While there may be a perfectly logi -
cal explanation, there is also a good chance that the child
is in a potentially harmful situation.

The media features stories about online sexual preda-
tors caught in sting operations. The public is often shocked
when these cases are announced. A pastor, teacher, busi-
nessman or even a law enforcement officer got fooled into
thinking the undercover officer on the other end of their
computer was a teenage boy or girl, and they arranged a
rendezvous for immoral purposes. 

It stands to reason that not every pedophile is caught
in these stings. The reason they work is that the predators
believe they aren’t going to get caught. Obviously, they have
some level of success. Comparing the situation to  operating
while intoxicated, it is extremely unlikely that the  offender
was caught the first time they violated the law. The  meetings
that aren’t stings often become mobile, and there is a chance
that an officer will come into contact with the offender
while the juvenile is still in the vehicle with them.

At the National Troopers’ Association winter meeting
in Austin, TX this past February, we received a presenta-
tion from Texas DPS Sgt. Derek Prestridge on this topic.
Like many agencies, the Texas State Patrol realized they 

did not have a formal plan developed to deal with missing
children. It was that honest initial assessment that led them
to developing a program for the interdiction of missing
 children. Today, Texas is a leader in not only locating and
recovering missing children, but they have protocols in
place to accurately document the events.

Sgt. Prestridge gave us some disturbing statistics. If a
missing child is not found within 3 hours, there is a 74%
chance that the child will not be found. If a child is  abducted
by a stranger and is not recovered within 24 hours, there
is a 90% chance that the child will not be found alive. These
figures emphasize the need to have a response plan in place,
and to make sure officers on the road have received  training
to quickly activate the strategies.

We are all familiar with AMBER alerts, but an AMBER
alert can’t happen until law enforcement has been con-
tacted. Parents need to have identifying information for the

more ➤
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police, and officers need to know which questions to ask
to get that information distributed quickly.

Sgt. Prestridge presented information on Jessica Luns-
ford, Elizabeth Smart, Shawn Hornbeck, and Ben Ownby.
All four of these children were abducted and became the
subject of nationwide  searches.
Jessica Lundsford was 9 years
old when she was kid napped
and killed in 2005. From a
police standpoint, one of the
most disturbing parts of the
case was that her abductor
kept her alive at his house for
three days, sexually as saulting
her before killing her.

The killer was inter-
viewed following his arrest,
but he was a suspect imme-
diately after the abduction.
Investigators came to his
house while canvassing the
neighborhood, and ques-
tioned him, but never came
into his house to search. Dur-
ing his interrogation, he said,
“For some reason, they came
to our house but they  didn't
come in and search, but I
wish they would have cause
they would have found her,
but they didn’t.” Three days after Jessica was abducted, the
killer placed her into a plastic bag and buried her alive. The
investigators have to live with the knowledge that they could
have mitigated that tragedy.

Thankfully, the other three children were all recovered
alive, Shawn Horbeck was recovered after more than 4
years. His abductor had taken a second boy, Ben Ownby,
and after assaulting Ben for 4 days, the abductor was pre -
paring to kill that boy when law enforcement recovered
them both. Alert officers noticed the offender’s white truck
in a parking lot and arrived just in time.

The Elizabeth Smart story was made into a movie. She
was abducted and held captive for nine months by a man
who claimed he was a prophet. She had repeatedly been
seen in public with her abductor and his wife, wearing a
veil and religious robes, but no one thought to question the
odd looking trio as they walked by.

One of the themes that is repeated in these abductions
is the lack of resistance on the part of the children. We teach
our children to respect adults and not to make scenes 
in public. In these cases, the children were told by their
abductors that if they made a noise they would be killed,
and sometimes they were also told that their family mem-
bers would be killed. When they had encounters with law
enforcement, the children sat quietly rather than asking 
the  officer for help. Jessica Lundsford’s killer said that she

was docile as he placed her in a garbage bag before bury-
ing her alive.

This brings up a pet peeve of police officers everywhere.
Every officer has been in a restaurant where a parent has
told their children if they didn’t behave the police officer

was going to take them away.
Parents tease their child by
“offering” them to be  arrested.
The message children need
is that officers are there to
help, not to take them away.
Children also need to know
that if someone is trying to
abduct them, they need to
attract attention to themselves
because their life may depend
on it.

Like many other criminal
activities, these offenders are
often mobile, and police offi-
cers need to know the signs
of possible abduction or crim-
inal activity. Abductions are
one issue, but runaways, pros-
titution, and human traffick-
ing are all issues that we need
to be more conscious of.

Another disturbing statis-
tic involves abuse right in the
child’s home. If a child lives

in a home with a non-blood relative adult male, and that adult
male has a criminal history, there is a 70% probability that
the child is the  victim of sexual or physical abuse. Unfortu-
nately for those  children, their mothers are often unaware
of the signs of abuse, or refuse to believe the child. In a soci-
ety with a 50% divorce rate, that is a tremendous number of
children living in that potentially dangerous situation.

I had one traffic stop in downtown Milwaukee earlier
this summer. It was about 2 am, and the vehicle had three
males in their mid to late 20’s, and a 15 year old girl in the
car. The girl told me that one passenger was her cousin, and
she was fine. I decided to call her mother anyway, and ended
up giving her a ride home. She wasn’t happy, but her  mother
was grateful that I took the interest to check further. I’ve
encountered many situations where the parents had no idea
their teenagers snuck out after they went to bed. Kids will
always be kids, but they don’t have a full understanding of
the dangerous world we live in.

We all remember the high profile cases. The Lindbergh
baby kidnapping occurred in 1932, and many people know
of the incident 80 years later. Unfortunately, cases like that
are still occurring every day, and police are one of the first
lines of defense.

If you want to learn more, and I certainly hope you do,
you can go to www.missingkids.com. Who knows, you
might be the person who helps save a child’s life. ❑
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continued

One of the themes that is repeated
in these abductions is the lack of
resistance on the part of the children.
We teach our children to respect
adults and not to make scenes in
public. In these cases, the children
were told by their abductors that
if they made a noise they would
be killed, and sometimes they
were also told that their family
members would be killed.
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FIRST RESPONDER

❏ If circumstances warrant, consider activating
patrol-vehicle-mounted video camera when
approaching the scene to record vehicles, people,
and anything else of note for later investigative
review.

❏ Interview parent(s)/guardian(s)/person who made
the initial report.

❏ Confirm the child is in fact missing.
❏ Verify the child’s custody status.
❏ Identify the circumstances of the disappearance.
❏ Determine when, where, and by whom the

 missing child was last seen.
❏ Interview the individuals who last had contact

with the child.
❏ Identify the child’s zone of safety for his or her 

age and developmental stage.
❏ Based on the available information, make an 

initial determination of the type of incident
whether nonfamily abduction; family abduction;
runaway; or lost, injured, or otherwise missing.

❏ Obtain a detailed description of the missing child,
abductor, and any vehicles used.

❏ Secure photographs/videotapes of the missing
child/abductor.

❏ Evaluate whether the circumstances of the child’s
disappearance meet AMBER Alert criteria and/or
other immediate community-notification protocol.
Discuss plan activation with supervisor.

❏ Relay detailed descriptive information to 
communications unit for broadcast updates.

❏ Determine need for additional personnel 
including investigative and supervisory staff.

❏ Brief and bring up-to-date all additional
 responding personnel.

❏ Identify and separately interview everyone at 
the scene. Make sure their interview and 
identifying information is properly recorded. 
To aid in this process, if possible, take pictures 
or record video images of everyone present. 
Video cameras affixed to patrol vehicles may be
helpful with this task.

❏ Note name, address, home/business telephone
numbers of each person.

❏ Determine each person’s relationship to the 
missing child.

❏ Note information each person may have about 
the child’s disappearance.

❏ Determine when/where each person last saw 
the child.

❏ Ask each one, “What do you think happened to 
the child?”

❏ Obtain names/addresses/telephone numbers of 
the child’s friends/associates and other relatives
and friends of the family.

❏ Continue to keep communications unit apprised 
of all appropriate developing information for
broadcast updates.

❏ Obtain and note permission to search home or
building where incident took place.

❏ Conduct an immediate, thorough search of 
the missing child’s home, even if the child was

reported missing from a different location.
❏ Seal/protect scene and area of the child’s home

(including the child’s personal articles such as
hairbrush, diary, photographs, and items with the
child’s fingerprints/footprints/teeth impressions) 
so evidence is not destroyed during or after the 
initial search and to help ensure items which
could help in the search for and/or to identify 
the child are preserved. Determine if any of the
child’s personal items are missing. If possible, 
photograph/videotape these areas.

❏ Evaluate the contents and appearance of the
child’s room/residence.

❏ Inquire if the child has access to the Internet 
and evaluate its role in the disappearance.

❏ Ascertain if the child has a cellular telephone 
or other electronic communication device.

❏ Extend search to surrounding areas including 
vehicles and other places of concealment.

❏ Treat areas of interest as potential crime scenes.
❏ Determine if surveillance or security cameras 

in the vicinity may have captured information
about the child’s disappearance.

❏ Interview other family members, friends/
associates of the child, and friends of the family 
to determine.

❏ When each last saw the child.
❏ What they think happened to the child.
❏ Review sex-offender registries to determine if 

individuals designated as sexual predators live,
work, or might otherwise be associated with the
area of the child’s disappearance. responders.

❏ Ensure information regarding the missing child 
is entered into the National Crime Information
Center’s (NCIC) Missing Person File within two
hours of report receipt and any information 
about a suspected abductor is entered into the
NCIC Wanted Person File. (Carefully review 
NCIC categories before entering the case, 
and be sure to use the Child-Abduction flag 
whenever possible.)

NCMEC CHECKLIST

This checklist is meant to provide a framework of actions, considerations, and activities that may assist in 
performing competent, productive, and thorough missing/abductedchildren investigations.

more ➤
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continued

❏ Prepare flier/bulletin with the child/abductor’s
photograph and descriptive information. 
Distribute in appropriate geographic regions.

❏ Prepare reports/make all required notifications.

SUPERVISORY OFFICER

❏ Obtain briefing and written reports from the 
first responding officer and other personnel at 
the scene.

❏ Decide if circumstances of the child’s 
disappearance meet the protocol in place 
for activation of an AMBER Alert and/or 
other immediate community-notification 
systems.

❏ Determine if additional personnel are needed 
to assist in the investigation.

❏ Establish a command post away from the 
child’s residence.

❏ Determine if additional assistance is necessary
from State Police.

❏ Missing-Children Clearinghouse.
❏ FBI.
❏ Specialized Units.
❏ Victim-Witness Services.
❏ NCMEC’s Project ALERT/Team Adam.
❏ Confirm all the required resources, equipment,

and assistance necessary to conduct an efficient
investigation have been requested and expedite
their availability.

❏ Ensure coordination/cooperation among all 
law-enforcement personnel involved in the 
investigation and search effort.

❏ Verify all required notifications are made.
❏ Ensure all agency policies and procedures are 

in compliance.
❏ Be available to make any decisions or 

determinations as they develop.
❏ Use media including radio, television, and 

newspapers to assist in the search throughout 
the duration of the case.

INVESTIGATIVE OFFICER

❏ Obtain briefing from the first responding officer
and other on-scene personnel.

❏ Verify the accuracy of all descriptive information
and other details developed during the preliminary
investigation.

❏ Initiate a neighborhood canvass using a 
standardized questionnaire.

❏ Obtain a brief, recent history of family dynamics.
❏ Correct and investigate the reasons for conflicting

information offered by witnesses and other 
individuals.

❏ Collect article(s) of the child’s clothing for 
scent-tracking purposes.

❏ Review and evaluate all available information 
and evidence collected.

❏ Secure the child’s latest medical and dental
records.

❏ Contact landfill management and request they 
segregate garbage and dumping containers 
from key investigative areas in cases where 
it is suspected there may be imminent danger 
to the missing child.

❏ Develop and execute an investigative plan.
❏ Conduct a criminal-history check on all principal

suspects and participants in the investigation.
❏ Determine what additional resources and 

specialized services are required.
❏ Ensure details of the case have been reported 

to NCMEC.
❏ Prepare and update bulletins for local law-

enforcement agencies, missing-children 
clearinghouse(s), the FBI, and other 
appropriate agencies.

❏ Establish a telephone hotline for receipt of tips 
and leads.

❏ Establish a leads-management system to prioritize
leads and help ensure each one is reviewed and
followed up on.

Note: NCMEC has developed software, named the
Simple Leads Management System, designed to 
manage and prioritize leads associated with 
missing-child investigations. It is available at no cost
by calling NCMEC’s Missing Children Division 
toll-free at 1-888-24-NCMEC (1-888-246-2632). This
“pocket guide” is adapted from and to be used as 
a supplement to Missing and Abducted Children: 
A Law-Enforcement Guide to Case Investigation 
and Program Management. That guide contains 
additional investigative checklists and materials. 
To request a free copy or technical assistance for 
specific cases, please call the National Center for

Missing & Exploited Children at 1-800-THE-LOST® 

(1-800-843-5678). This project was supported by 
Grant No. 2009-MC-CX-K002 awarded by the 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. 
Department of Justice. Points of view or opinions 
in this document are those of the author and 
do not necessarily represent the official position 
or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice. 
Copyright © 2004 and 2006 National Center for 
Missing & Exploited Children. All rights reserved.
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children®
and 1-800-THE-LOST® are registered service marks 
of the National Center for Missing & Exploited 
Children. NCMEC Order #88.

❑
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By Marilyn Olsen

THE WAR ON DRUGS

Although enforcing laws relating to illegal
liquor had been one of the major fac-
tors in the creation of the state

police, most agencies quickly became
involved in enforcement of drug
laws as well.

In the mid 1920’s, mari -
juana began working its
way up from Mexico. As
today, teen agers were the
 primary target of drug
dealers and soon “reefer”
was almost as common
as beer at teenage  parties.

Most states  quickly
passed laws regarding
the production, distri-
bution, possession and
use of this drug and the
state police were pressed
into service in an enter-
prise most still pursue today.

LOGISTICAL SUPPORT

As state police agencies geared
up for the war on crime and traffic,
like most “armies” they realized the need
for logistical support. Although some con-
tracted out these services, most soon added garages,
mechanics, warehouses and quartermasters to their force.
Then, as now, these functions, while under the supervision
of uniformed officers are now primarily civilian functions.

RECORDS & ACCIDENT REPORTS

When traffic deaths began mounting, citizens looked to the
state police to make their roads safer. Early on, state police
agencies realized that accomplish this task, they would need
to know just where, when and by whom these accidents
were occurring and see if they could establish patterns
around which to launch prevention campaigns.

Most states passed accident reporting laws. A dollar
 figure was attached and a deadline set for filing the report.
If a state police officer was on the scene, he, too,  submitted

a report. This accident record information was made  avail -
able to citizens, the courts and insurance companies.

Within a year or so, most departments had amassed
tens of thousands of reports that were analyzed, coded and

the data punched onto cards. Tabulating machines
provided a statistical picture of accidents

in the state. Most states put his infor-
mation to immediate use, assign-

ing officers to the areas where
the most accidents were oc cur -

 ring. The concept of “selec tive
en force ment” was born.

Then, as now, the 
accident records depart-
ment of most agencies
was supervised by a
state police officer but
most of the personnel
were civilians.

CRIMINAL REPORTS

Before 1900, very few
records on crime were kept.

Maine, Massachusetts and
New York were the first states

to collect crime statistics and
in the early 1900s, the Inter-

national Associations of Chiefs
of Police created a Committee on

Uniform Crime Reports. In 1930, the
US Attorney General designated the FBI

to serve as the national clearinghouse for data
collected by the Uniform Crime Reports project.

By then, most states with state police agencies had also
been collecting information on criminals both from state
police officers and other law enforcement agencies in the
state. Generally, the criminal record contained both the
details of the crime and arrest and a fingerprint card. These
files were made available not only to state police officers
but also to other law enforcement agencies. In some states
a “limited” criminal history was (and is) available to  employers
and individuals on whom the file is being kept.

COMMUNICATIONS

In the early part of the century, as today, time was of the
essence in catching criminals. Literally every minute  counted,

A History of State Troopers
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as the robber or murderer committed his crime, jumped in
his car and sped off to parts unknown. Yet, because even
a rudimentary radio system was still years away, time was
actually the enemy of the first state police.

Some of the very first state police officers received their
messages by mail and the criminals escaping from them
had, at the least, several days head start. Other troopers
received messages passed along by local sheriffs, which
often wasn’t much faster.

Troopers on horseback, like those in New York, fanned
out in pairs from substations created in rooming houses or
hotels established in each county. If an emergency arose, a
call would be placed to the next stop and a message left for
the patrol. Local telephone operators informed everyone
on the party lines along the route to flag the patrol down
and call them in. An arrangement was made with the
 telephone company in 1921 that anyone could pick up a
telephone and ask for the New York State Troopers.  Needless
to say, there wasn’t much in the way of confidential infor-
mation in those days.

Officers on patrol in the early 1920s could at least main-
tain contact with the post or barracks by telephone. But
when the post wanted to contact an officer, it would have
to call a store or gas station along
the officer’s route. In some states,
the officer made routine stops at a
predetermined time. Some have
opined that this practice was the
origin of the police connection to
doughnuts, as phones in bakeries
were  especially handy since they
tended to be open late at night and
early in the  morning.

In other states, a proprietor
would raise a flag or other signal
and the officer would know that a
message was waiting. In Delaware,
42 gas stations were selected and their telephone numbers
printed in the  Wilmington Evening  Journal. Anyone who
wanted to see a police officer would call the nearest station
and the attendant would put up a red flag. The officer would
then stop to see what the  problem might be. Patrolmen in
Kansas were  instructed to listen to a commercial radio sta-
tion in  Topeka to receive  information.

In 1923, the Pennsylvania State Police installed the
nation’s first statewide police radio telegraph system which
remained operational until 1947.

In 1927, the Pennsylvania State Police established  public
radio station WEAK in Harrisburg and in 1933 began    operat -
ing its own AM radio station and in 1930. WRDS in  Michigan
created the first State Police radio system. In the late 1920s,
the Connecticut State Police installed the first FM three-
way mobile statewide stem in the world.

By the early to mid-1930s, most police agencies had
installed a low watt AM radio band that transmitted from
a 200 foot tower next to the transmitting station.  Transmitting

stations were connected by dedicated wire lines that  provided
transmitter and receiver control, voice transmission and
private teletype communications. At least one licensed radio
operator was on duty 24-hours a day, seven days a week,
including holidays.

While the AM radios were a definite improvement, they
still presented security problems. “Just about anybody could
listen to the broadcasts,” said Dispatcher Jerry Bushore who
began service with the Indiana State Police in 1940. “The
public and even the gangsters could listen in to what we
were saying.”

The transmitting stations also housed a radiotelephone
transmitter and receiver to communicate with mobile and
base radio units, including intrastate and interstate radio
telegraph communications. The communications center was
generally referred to as “Dispatch.”

In some states, the dispatch room had a large map of
the state with more than 3000 lights identifying various
areas around the state including barracks or posts and other
government buildings. Officers from other agencies were
identified by different colored lights.

“When we would dispatch a trooper somewhere, we
would put the light on dim,” said Fletcher Hancock, the

Chief Clerk of the Indiana State
Police who operated such a system
in 1935. “Then when he arrived,
we would push the plug all the way
in and the light would be bright.
The white lights gave the location
of the  troopers. The red lights meant
emergency.”

Dispatch rooms were also often
equipped with “teleauto graph”
machines, connected to the motor
vehicles bureau. The operator would
write a request for information with 
a special pen attached to an elec-

trically operated moving arm that produced the request and
answer on paper tape at each location, allowing for elec-
trical transmission of  actual handwriting.

In the late 1930s, teletype machines began to appear in
state police radio rooms. Developed to comply with  Federal
Communication Commission regulations prohibiting the
rebroadcast of police bulletins, the teletype was provided
as an auxiliary service of the telephone company. The  teletype
not only allowed person-to-person messages to be sent, but
also the same message to be sent to more than one desti-
nation simultaneously. A permanent typed record of the
conversation was produced.

Even with the teletype in place, many departments 
continued to operate a CW (Morse Code/Network) be-
cause it was generally cheaper to operate than commer-
cial telephones. Although a good operator could send and
receive code at 40-50 words a minute, dissemination of
information was still one-way. Troopers could receive infor-
mation, but until two-way radios were installed in 1941,
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could not respond. An early form of facsimile transmission
was also used, sending a printed tape to the patrol officer
in the car.

The first mobile radio installations were made in the
1940s. Still, they were far from perfect. In bad weather there
was still so much static it was difficult to hear what was
being transmitted. And even in good weather, troopers found
that they often had to go to the top of a hill so their signal
would go through.

By the mid 1940s, state police radio stations housed
transmitters for several frequencies and the height of trans-
mitting towers was increased from 200 feet to 300-400 feet.
In some states, three-way radio equipment was being  tested,
connecting the radio stations, patrol cars and aircraft.

In November, 1945, the first coding system (later to
become the 10-code system) was created.

In the late 1940s, most agencies switched to the FM
band. Many agencies assigned call letters to their stations,
similar to commercial radio stations.

By the early 1950s, 3,000-watt power amplifiers began
to replace the 250-watt transmitters and repeater stations
were being installed to strengthen incoming signals and
eliminate dead spots.

In the late 1950s, Virginia, Arizona and Indiana became
the first states to install statewide microwave systems, which
provided both telephone and teletype communications. The
microwave was a “closed radio system” transmitting point-
to-point in a much more economical manner than com-
mercial telephone lines.

In the mid 1960s, the National Law Enforcement Telecom -
muni cations System (NLETS) was created and in 1968, de -
part ments were linked with the National Crime  Informa-
tion Center (NCIC), providing for the first time, nearly
instantaneous access to information on wanted criminals
 nationwide.

In 1970, most agencies upgraded microwave systems
to more than 400 channels and two-frequency mobile radios
were replaced with four-frequency scan units. Officers 
were also issued the first mobile radio extension systems
(MREs) which for the first time allowed officers to main-
tain communi cations with the post and other cars when out
of their cars.

During the 1970s, most state police departments imple-
mented statewide computerized filing systems as well as
portable/mobile radio repeater system and mutual aid com-
munications networks. Some also created a  communications
network developed between the state police and amateur
and citizens band radio organizations.

Now, most states are also connected to a wide variety
of information services through the Internet and E-mail and
most now have Web pages, providing both other agencies
and the public with up-to-date information. In the testing
stages are global positioning devices for patrol cars.

With all the communications capability, however, prob-
lems continue to plague departments who have not fully
converted to the 800 MHz system. Some cars have low band,

some high band, some 800 MHz. In many cases, officers
find it possible to communicate best by going back to the
technology of the 1930s and simply use their phone.

INVESTIGATIONS

Although Edgar Allen Poe is credited with sparking the
American public’s interest in detective work in his stories
The Gold Bug and Murder in the Rue Morgue, detectives
and their stories were not a new concept in law enforce-
ment. They had existed for years in Europe where certain
constables who chased down criminals were known as “thief
takers.” Their job was to get property back to the owner —
for a price, no questions asked.

Allan Pinkerton was probably the first detective most
Americans knew anything about and he is sometimes  credited
with laying the foundation for the science of criminal inves-
tigation.

As they were being created, most state police agencies,
with the exception of those whose responsibility was  strictly
highway patrol, started an investigations bureau.

While the patrolman wore a uniform to make his pres-
ence known, the detective, even from the first was primarily
a plainclothes officer. As one early state police publication
put it.

“The plainclothesman lives and acts behind the scenes.
He does not exhibit the shining mark of his authority as
does the uniformed officer. His salary may not be com-
mensurate with the amounts of which his talents might
earn in business or industry. He does not and cannot live
the life of the ordinary private citizen. His greatest recom-
pense is the love of the work. He gains immeasurable satis -
faction from his share in the task of ferreting out the unfor-
tunate, but godless human derelicts whom J. Edgar Hoover
eloquently terms 'the rats.' And, if a state police detective
or any other officer worthy of this job fails to get his man,
it is usually an honest failure, for he wants to succeed with
a completeness fully equal to that desired by the public
whom he serves.”

THE STATE POLICE CRIME LABORATORY

Although the most famous crime lab in history was  probably
the living room of Sherlock Holmes and Doctor Watson at
224B Baker Street in London, the first real crime lab was
established in Lyon, France in 1910 by Edmond Locard, 
a physician, who convinced local police to use the scien-
tific method to investigate crime. Locard believed that 
individuals could not enter an area without leaving some-
thing behind or picking up something from the scene.
Locard’s Exchange Principle was the beginning of the study
of “trace evidence.”

Using Locard’s Principle and other early techniques,
the first real crime lab in the United States was created in
1923 in Los Angeles by August Vollmer. As State Police agen-
cies were formed across the country, most quickly set up
labs of their own, using all the state-of-the-art technologies
of the time.
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Hypnosis and “truth serum” were apparently used occa-
sionally, but word association was a much more common
test. Single words were spoken to a suspect who was asked
to reply with the first word that came to mind. Investiga-
tors noted not just the word but also kept careful track of
the time it took to reply. Hesitation was considered a sure
sign of guilt.

Bloodstains, poisons and stomach contents could be
examined at most labs, although many agencies relied on
the toxicology labs of nearby universities. Suspect packages
could be Xrayed before being opened, as could bodies to
see if there were any bullets lodged within.

“Ultra violet ray machines,” were used to examine
fraudu lent checks and fingerprints on cloth or paper could
be “developed” under the violet ray after being sprayed with
silver nitrate.

Teeth marks, tire patterns, “jimmy marks” and even the
dead faces of executed or murdered men were preserved
by the process of “moulage reproduction,” in which a thin
plastic was poured over the item or face. Moulage had re -
placed plaster of Paris which was found to be so heavy that
it often destroyed the evidence it was trying to preserve.

Early state police crime labs also often built four by
five view cameras piece by piece and distributed them to
troopers in the field. Mug shots were taken by these Graflex
cameras and the film developed in darkrooms located 
in barracks or posts as well as at the central lab. In 1939,
the Indiana State Police constructed the first color mug shot
by placing four negatives from a graphic camera together
to create a color separation. The photo was produced by
 lithography.

Many police detectives in the 1930s also experimented
with the new scientific technique of developing a “modus
operandi.” Some states created a mechanized modus  operandi
system in which felonious acts were divided into their con-
stituent elements, tabulated on a card for that particular
type of crime and filed under categories. A detective on the
trail of a criminal could place the cards in a sorting machine
and be presented with a ready list of suspects.

The book “Questioned Documents” written by Albert
S. Osborn in 1910 provided the basics for the establishment
of a questioned documents section at even the earliest state
police crime labs. From the beginning scientists could  testify
as to the identity of criminals from handwriting samples
and spot attempts at forgery. They could even lift hand-
writing from the indentations left on pages below, compare
documents written on typewriters and decipher alterna-
tions in checks and other legal documents.

As in all areas of forensic science, questioned docu-
ments examiners have greatly increased the accuracy of
their craft through the use of technology. Today the Electro -
static Detection apparatus is used to produce a visual image
of indented writing on transparency film. The Video  Spectral
Comparator allows examiners to examine documents through
infrared illumination and spot the slightest differences in
inks and papers.

Although early in the 1900s Caesar Lombroso and  
Angelo Masso had suggested that both blood pressure and
respira tion changed markedly in reaction to stress and could
thus be used as indicators of guilt or innocence, they were
not able to create a device to consistently and accurately
 measure these activities. In 1932, Professor Leonard  Keeler
of Northwestern University law school succeeded where
Lombroso and Masso had failed and the first practical and
reliable polygraph was developed. State police labs were
quick to add these machines to their store of forensic tools
and  continued to use pretty much the same machine to 
the present, although now many are replacing them with
laptop computers.

The science of toxicology was founded by Mathieu
 Orfila a Spaniard teaching medicine in France, who, in 1814
published the first scientific treatise on the detection of
 poisons and their effects on animals.

In 1901, Dr. Karl Landsteiner discovered that blood
could be grouped into different groups (A, B, AB and O).
Dr. Leone Lattes, a professor at the Institute of Forensic
Medicine at the University of Turin in 1915 devised a  simple
procedure for determining the blood group of a dried blood-
stain a technique that he applied to criminal investigations.
Both toxicology and serology were both a part of early crime
labs and continue to be an important tool in the detection
of crime.

In 1941, a mobile crime laboratory, the first of its kind
by a police agency was put into service in Illinois. Since
then all state police crime labs have vans equipped with
state-of-the-art (and some not so state-of-the-art) equip-
ment. With them, crime scene technicians can stay at 
the scene of the crime as long as is necessary, collecting 
and cataloging evidence that will later be taken to the lab
for  analysis.

While fingerprint identification is still the most defini -
tive means of identification, there are still limitations to its
use. Criminals can often avoid leaving any fingerprints, even
at the scene of a major crime. Fingerprints are also often
difficult to collect. Even in a very violent crime like a rape
or murder, the ensuing struggle may have left fingerprints
smudged or incomplete, or, if a body is left out in the  weather
or in water, the fingerprint evidence may have been washed
away. So even though there are now millions of fingerprints
on file and sophisticated computer technology to match
them, it is still often difficult to find enough fingerprint
 evidence at a crime scene to be conclusive. But not so with
DNA evidence. At almost any crime scene at least some-
thing can be collected — a hair, a drop of blood, saliva or
other bodily fluids.

In the early 1990s, most state police crime labs began
acquiring both the technology and the scientists necessary
to process samples of DNA.

Although in the first years DNA matches were respon-
sible for confirming identification of a local suspect who
was already apprehended, there was no database with which
to compare the sample collected with those criminals with-
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in the state or across the nation who were most likely to
have committed the crime.

In the mid-1990s, the Convicted Offender Database
 Program was created. Now anyone entering a correctional
institution in most states will submit a sample of DNA and
those samples will be entered into a database, available to
any law enforcement agency in the country through the
Combined DNA Index System (CODIS). The system is main-
tained by the FBI.

It had been possible for many years to match a bullet
with a gun with nearly 100% accuracy microscopically
examining the marks in the barrel (lands and grooves) with
the evidence on the bullets. Both are as unique as finger-
prints on a person. Firearms examiners had also been able
to determine the distance which a firearm was from a  target,
the trajectory of a weapon (the science of ballistics) and the
meaning of powder left on skin or clothing. But, unfortu-
nately, such a match could only be made when the  examiner
had both the bullet and the gun. In 1995, however, the
national Drugfire database, created by the FBI, went on-
line. Using it, state examiners can now identify all spent
cartridges recovered from crime
scenes with similar cartridges
entered by agencies across the
country, thus,  greatly increasing
the chance of catching today’s
more mobile crimi nals. The Inte-
grated Ballistics Identification
 System (also known as Bullet-
proof and Brass Catcher), devel-
oped by the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms and  Forensic
Technology of Montreal, Canada
also matches expended bullets 
and cartridges. A similar database,
the FBI’s General Rifling Charac-
teristics file gives state agencies
access to more than 14,000 speci -
mens from the FBI’s Standard
Ammunition file and CD Rom
images of more than 5,000 firearms in the FBI’s Reference
Firearms Collection.

Today there are more than 300 public crime  laboratories
in the US, more than three times the number operating in
1966. Four major federal crime laboratories have been
 created to assist in the investigation and enforcement of
criminal laws that extend beyond the jurisdictional boun -
daries of state and local forces. The FBI maintains the largest
crime lab in the world at its headquarters in Washington,
D.C. The DBA maintains a lab that is responsible for the
analysis of drugs seized in violation of federal laws  regarding
the production, sale and transportation of drugs. The Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms has responsibility for
analyz ing alcoholic beverages and documents relating to
tax law enforcement as well as for examining weapons,
explosive devices and related evidence received in  conjunction

with the enforcement of the Gun Control Act of 1968 and
the Organized Crime Control Act of 1970. The US Postal
Inspection Service labs offer expertise to any local agency.

The FBI’s National Crime Information Center is now
being converted to NCIC 2000 which will give officers with
computers in their police cars the ability to transmit and
receive text data as well as photos and fingerprints.

THE STATE POLICE IN WORLD WAR II

As the entire nation prepared for the upcoming war, state
police agencies found themselves not only fighting crime
and patrolling the roads but pressed into service to assist
the civil defense and help communities cope with the changes
in society that would inevitably result.

Although most state police officers were exempt from
serving in the military, some states conducted additional
recruit classes, appointing only married men with depen-
dents to increase the odds of deferment. Even so, most agen-
cies experienced shortages of men as the war progressed
and officers enlisted in the military. Ohio swore in an  auxiliary
force of 2,800 American Legionnaires. Utah created a force

of 350 volunteers called “Deputy
Highway Patrolmen.” Still, most
Troopers who served during the
war found themselves working
many extra hours. As in other orga-
nizations, women also assumed
jobs formerly held only by men.
In Arizona, three of the patrol-
men's wives became Patrol dis-
patchers.

By the beginning of 1940, most
state police agencies were called
upon to train civilian Civil Defense
volunteers, provide security for
war production plants and be pre-
pared to defend the state against
enemy attack.

The US government also
requested that most state police

agencies survey the state’s factories to determine their impor-
tance in national defense programs. State police were also
asked to provide escorts for army convoys crisscrossing the
states to army posts, naval bases and airfields. Troopers
were provided to facilitate these moving columns by clear-
ing the road ahead, securing the cooperation of municipal
authorities and advising as to routes to be taken.

In addition to traffic duty, state police officers also
worked with the FBI checking on the records of suspected
“alien enemies.” State police officers also assisted the  military
in tracking AWOL soldiers and performed night patrols
around vital defense areas.

Security was increased at state police radio rooms and
a revolver was furnished to the civilian dispatchers.  Civilian
dispatchers were also photographed and fingerprinted by
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the military when they worked together at any location.
State police were also asked to work with other state  agencies
to stagger working hours, to produce more efficient use of
mass transport, enforce speed reduction and prevent loss
of time to industrial workers going to and from defense
plants. They were also asked to construct charts showing
highways and entrances to defense plants for emergency
use and enforce vice laws. Fingerprint experts from the
state police were pressed into service taking, classifying,
identifying and photographing defense plant workers. State
police also worked with the FBI to investigate all incidents
of “un-American activities” and gave demonstrations and
lectures on air raid control, air raid warden’s duties, bombs
and gas warfare. State police and state highway personnel
surveyed all highway bridges and completed reports  detailing
their exact location and type of structure. They also gave
special attention to any indication of sabotage or damage
done to telephone company installations. They even did a
survey of funeral parlors to determine the number of  privately
owned ambulances. In many states, state police ran scrap
rubber campaigns, collected aluminum pots and pans and
delivered them to smelters.

They even lectured speeders on the unpatriotic nature
of wasting tires. A pamphlet issued by the Indiana State
Police declared “Each time a motorist turns a wheel in unnec-
essary driving, he must realize that it is a turn of the wheel
against our soldiers and in favor of Hitler.”

MOTOR CARRIER UNITS

As early as the 1930s, some state
police agencies had assumed the
responsibility for enforcing laws
relating to trucks. (In other states
this responsibility became — and
remains — that of officers of the
state highway department, offi-
cers in a separate division of a
department of public safety, the
state’s revenue department or a
variety of other agencies).

But where it was a state police
responsibility, the real work of
motor carrier officers was not
 really to start until after World
War II was over and commercial
vehicles again took to the road in
record numbers.

In the early 1950’s the National Defense Interstate High-
way Network was created and police agencies across the
country were asked to place an emphasis on patrolling 
the multilane freeways that would soon crisscross every
state. As the highways were completed, all states not only
experienced a tremendous influx of truck traffic, they found
that trucks that had been developed during World War II
were bigger and heavier than their pre-war counterparts.
Many states responded by enacting laws increasing penal-

ties  relating to the height, width, length and gross weight
of vehicles moving on the public highways. In many states,
the burden of enforcing these laws fell to the highway
patrols.

Unfortunately, this added responsibility coincided with
a similar increase in automobile traffic and troopers in those
states found that they simply could not continue to catch
speeders, work accidents and crimes and measure and weigh
trucks. Many of these states responded by creating a Motor
Carrier unit. In many cases such a unit was composed
 primarily of civilians.

These “weigh clerks” manned permanent scale inspec-
tion stations and patrolled the road with portable scales.
Often, however, they had little enforcement authority. They
did the physical work of crawling under vehicles, writing
the necessary reports and filling out forms for arrests and
warnings. Then they had to find a trooper to actually issue
the ticket.

The first weigh stations were small buildings with a
platform scale out front that required each truck to put each
axle on the scale one at a time to be weighed. This was a
time consuming process that resulted in long lines of trucks
losing valuable time as they waited their turn at the weigh
station.

In the 1970s, most weighmasters were finally given
enforcement powers. The weighmaster could then follow
up on arrests, appear in court and give testimony.

In 1979, the Motor Carrier
Safety Assistance Program (MCSAP)
provided federal funding for over-
time, equipment and facilities for
motor carrier personnel.

This was a godsend for most
departments as deregulation of 
the trucking industry in the early
1980s resulted in the creation of
a myriad of federal and state laws
 pertaining to trucks and interstate
transportation of goods.

By the early 1990s, weigh sta-
tions were equipped with an elec-
tronic Weigh in Motion (WIM)
 system allowing trucks entering
the weigh station to be scanned at
speeds of 20 to 40 mph and their
weight calculated instantly. Those

in compliance could be waived through the station and be
on their way in minutes, freeing personnel to concentrate
their inspections on the few trucks that were out of com-
pliance. Many weigh stations now also include inspection
buildings where a truck can pull inside over a pit and an
inspection may easily be accomplished whatever the  weather.

Today in most states with designated motor carrier
 personnel, the function is still largely civilian and in many
states, unlike sworn members of the agency, women com-
prise 50% or more of personnel.
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Motor carrier inspectors who are not sworn police 
officers attend several weeks of training, some portions 
of which, like defensive driving, duplicate those received
by troopers. They study first aid, water safety, court re-
quirements and all the rules and regulations with which
 truckers must comply. By statute in most states motor car-
rier  inspectors must also be re-certified each year. Most
motor carrier agencies also train specialists to inspect 
hazardous materials haulers for compliance and do inspec-
tions of vehicles after an accident to assure that safety 
violations did not exist.

Many motor carrier personnel are also trained as acci-
dent reconstructionists, specializing in accidents involving
truck crashes.

Because the interstate system was created at the  beginning
of the cold war, a major consideration in its design was its
military use. The original plans stated that one mile in every
five be straight. These straight sections were to serve as
airstrips in the event of war or other emergencies. Although
few military aircraft land on the interstates, an occasional
private plane does, so motor carrier accident reconstruc-
tionsists sometimes find themselves working an airplane
crash.

Motor coach and school bus safety are also responsi-
bilities of most motor carrier personnel who inspect  thousands
of school busses each summer and work to keep unsafe
motor coaches off the road.

Paperwork compliance, once a source of confusion to
even the most experienced haulers, has become high tech.
Laptop computers linked with form readers streamline the
process and a national computer system now links states
with a variety of agencies involved in the trucking  industry.

CATCHING SPEEDERS

When troopers were first given the responsibility of  catching
speeders, they didn’t have much to work with. In the 1920s
and 1930s, the standard procedure upon observing a  speeder
was simply to catch up with him, follow him for awhile,
clock his speed, then pull him over and issue whatever the
state required. In some states, like Arizona, patrolmen gave
out large red tickets that were supposed to impress the
 drivers with the seriousness of the infraction.

But whatever the result, the pursuit itself posed sever-
al problems. In order to “clock” the vehicle effectively, the
officer had to get close to it. That often meant executing a
Uturn and accelerating around other cars in order to nab
the offending car. Often by the time the officer got to the
vehicle the driver had either seen the officer and slowed
down or turned off at a side street and disappeared.

Once behind the vehicle, the officer also had to remain
at a constant distance from it for a long enough period to
establish that the vehicle was indeed speeding. On a  lonely
country road this wasn't all that difficult. But in city  traffic
or on busy roads, there was nothing to stop another  vehicle
from cutting in between the officer and the car he was
 clocking or, again, to stop the astute driver from simply

slowing down. But this was the system the state police used
until after World War II.

The only variant on simply “pacing” a car was the speed
trap, the first of which were created by some of the more
enterprising troopers who put two rubber hoses on the high-
way and used a stopwatch to time how fast cars crossed
over them. It wasn’t until the early 1950s, that highway
patrol officers had a really efficient way to catch violators
— radar.

RADAR

Radar, the acronym for radio detection and ranging, was
developed by several scientists over a period of nearly 100
years. British physicist James Clerk Maxwell was the first
to notice the behavior of electromagnetic waves in 1864.
In 1886, German engineer Christian Hulsmeyer using
Maxwell’s principle, was the first to design a device that
could detect an object by radio echoes. Hulsmeyer’s goal
was to find a way to avoid collisions at sea. In 1922, Italian
inventor Guglielmo Marconi also constructed such a device.

The first practical radar system was developed in 1935
by British physicist Sir Robert Watson-Watt and at the begin-
ning of World War II, engineers from the US and Britain
worked closely together to develop military applications for
radar. Their discovery was used extensively during the war.

The first radar units to be used by state police were the
stationary radars, mounted in police cars or held in the
 officer’s hands. Police agencies were quick to adopt the use
of these devices that now allowed the officer to station
 himself by the side of the road, aim the radar unit at the
car and immediately get a reading. Unfortunately, unaware
of the consequences of prolonged exposure to microwave
radiation, many officers who had mounted the units next
to their heads or who rested the units in their laps when
not in use, suffered some severe health consequences. In
some states, these radars are now outlawed.

Mobile radar was a major improvement. Officers with
these radars could use the device whether the police car
was moving or not. If moving, the device would also record
the speed of the patrol car for comparison.

Some states also experimented with photo radar, a  system
in which a stationary radar unit was attached to a computer
and a camera. If an approaching motorist was exceeding
the speed limit, the camera, which was equipped with a
date stamp, took a picture of the front or rear license plate.
The photo was then sent to the motorist along with the
 ticket. Radar was also used by teams of officers, one  clocking
the offender and radioing ahead to an “interceptor officer”
waiting down the road to arrest the speeder.

VASCAR

In the 1960s, Arthur N. Marshall, a Richmond Virginia real
estate broker, invented the Visual Average Speed  Computer
and Recorder (VASCAR) which worked on the formula that
distance divided by time equals velocity. The compact device
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enabled troopers to accurately clock the speed of vehicles
as they met the trooper on the highway as well as vehicles
approaching from the rear. With VASCAR, the speed of the
officer’s car is irrelevant to the reading. VASCAR allows the
officer to clock a motorist’s speed from a moving patrol car
and unlike radar, VASCAR cannot be detected by a “fuzz
buster” or similar device.

As soon as VASCAR units became widely available, they
were also used by teams of officers, one in an aircraft and
one on the ground. White lines were painted on the  highway
a quarter mile apart. A trooper on the ground positioned 
his or her car just past one of the lines. The pilot with the
VASCAR unit flew in lazy circles over the lines. When he
spotted a suspected speeder, he recorded the time the car
crossed the white lines and then radioed the description of the
vehicle to the trooper on the ground who issued the  ticket.

In 1979, the VASCAR plus, the fourth generation of
 VASCAR devices was made available. The new units elimi -
nated down time, stored multiple distances and could be
used as evidence in “following too closely” arrests.

LASERS

In some states, Troopers are now issued laser units. Although
they currently cost about four times as much as radar, they
have the advantage of being able to accurately measure not
just the speed of the patrol car and the speeder, but also the
exact distance in between. The laser’s 4 foot wide beam
also allows it to more accurately pinpoint a vehicle in a
crowd of others, although since like radar the beam is in -
visible, there is no real way to be sure. Although it may be
some time before most highway patrol officers have lasers,
they are now being widely used by accident reconstruc-
tionists and emergency response personnel.

THE STOP STICK

Between 1989 and 1991, 924 people were killed as a result
of police pursuits. This number concerned Indiana State
Trooper Ken Greves. Working with engineer Dan Olive,
Greves invented the Stop Stick, a triangular shaped styro-
foam bar, 36” long and 3” on a side with 72 hollow spring
steel quills with pointed tips imbedded in the bar. Officers
equipped with the Stop Sticks can now place it on the high-
way in the path of the vehicle being pursued. The stick will
deflate the tires without causing the driver to lose control
of the car at speeds of nearly 80 mph.

THE VIDEO CAMERA

In 1991, viewers across the country tuning in their evening
news watched in horror and fascination as Los Angeles Police
Officers brought down motorist Rodney King. While many
police agencies had already been experimenting with the
use of video cameras, interest was suddenly renewed as the
impact of having such vividly documented proof of just
what went on at a routine police stop became crystal clear.

It also became apparent that while citizen taping of
such an incident could be valuable, it could also be risky.

Such taping would be random at best and prejudicial at
worst, as there was nothing to stop a citizen from either
editing the tape or shooting it selectively.

So police agencies, particularly state police agencies,
who routinely stop so many cars, began installing the instru-
ments. Now, thanks to the availability of federal grant money
to purchase them in most states, they are relatively com-
monplace and have proven to be an extremely useful tool.
Most are automatically activated as the car’s roof lights go
on, recording the stop from the beginning. The cameras’
auto focus and zoom features allow for a wide range of
 coverage and apertures automatically adjust to nighttime
and poor weather conditions. A time and date stamp, which
cannot be altered without detection, appears on each frame.

The wireless body microphone the officer wears also
records all conversation, leaving little doubt as to who said
what to whom. Although mounted on the frame near the
windshield, most video cameras can be removed to be used
outside the car or swiveled to record what is going on in
the car’s interior — a feature many officers use when trans-
porting a member of the opposite sex to avoid any accusa-
tions of sexual harassment.

Videotapes are especially valuable in instances where
there has been resistance on the part of the motorist or
when a drunk driver has been stopped and, the next day,
may not remember just what went on. “When they sober
up they may have convinced themselves that they were
greatly wronged by the stop,” said one trooper, “but you
show them that tape and there just isn’t much doubt about
what happened.” Videotapes are also being accepted more
frequently as evidence in trials. The jury may not choose
to accept the word of the police officer, but they can  scarcely
argue with something they see with their own eyes.

AVIATION

Although some state police agencies had experimented with
the use of aircraft as early as the 1930s, most did not use
aircraft on a regular basis until after World War II. Follow-
ing the war, not only were surplus aircraft available, but
also many trained pilots eager to use these skills in a peace-
time job.

Soon, state police pilots were pressed into service  flying
medical supplies to disaster areas, directing traffic at large
public events and transporting state officials. By the late
1950s, state police pilots were also using aircraft on  regular
patrol of the highways and Gil Holt of the Indiana State
Police developed a system of using the VASCAR for  clocking
ground vehicles from the air still widely in use today.

Following the Vietnam War, most agencies added helicop -
ters to their fleet. The maneuverability of helicopters made
them indispensable for rescues in congested areas, at the
scene of traffic crashes and in crowd and traffic control. 
By the early 1970s, many agencies maintained their own
hangars and became FAA certified to do their own repairs.
In the late 60s, the Maryland State Police started using Bell
helicopters for law enforcement and medevac operations.
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Transporting critically injured patients from the highway
to trauma centers within the “golden hour” became a 
national model.

In 1983, the Virginia State Police purchased two helicop -
ters and have since worked closely with local volunteer fire
rescue squads. It remains the only private/public coopera -
tive medivac unit in the nation.

State police aircraft have also
been widely used in the “war on
drugs.” Both fixed wing and heli-
copters began working with the
Drug Enforcement Agency, state
national guards and conservation
agencies, in the annual eradica-
tion of  marijuana. In the early
1990s, most state police agencies
equipped helicopters with  thermal
imaging devices now widely used
to locate indoor marijuana grow-
ing operations, in manhunts and
to search for missing people.

By the mid-1990s, most agen-
cies were also training emergency
response personnel and divers to
jump from the helicopters onto
the tops of buildings, into water
and at a remote crime scene.

SPECIAL WEAPONS AND TACTICS 

RIOT CONTROL

Many state police agencies had been formed to help  control
crowds or strikers during periods of labor unrest, and most
have continued to do so in one way or another since. In
some areas, industrial strikes continued to be the problem.
In other areas, it has been prison riots. In fact, in some states
the posts were located near the prisons specifically because
there was always someone there who could quickly mobi-
lize a trained and armed police force.

During World War II, the need for riot control was
replaced by other priorities. Beginning with the mid-1960s,
however, it became obvious that this skill would be again
be needed as student dissent and civil rights issues  dominated
the nation’s cities and campuses. State police agencies began
to form teams of specialists.

EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE RECOGNITION 

AND DISPOSAL

Dissent relating to the Vietnam War in late 1960’s resulted
in bombings at campuses across the nation. A worker was
killed in an underground bombing at the University of
 Wisconsin and other bombings like those attributed to the
Weather Underground followed as dissidents discovered
that there was nothing like a bomb threat to attract media
attention to themselves and their cause.

Although the military had many trained explosive ordi-
nance disposal personnel in its ranks, the Posse Comitatus

Act prevented them from testifying in civilian courts. So
police agencies had little choice but to train their own
 personnel and state police agencies, with their state-wide
jurisdiction, became the obvious agency to be involved.

Although the military could was not able to participate
in these operations, it was willing to provide the training.

In 1968, the US Naval School for
Explosive Ordnance Disposal at
Indian Head designed the first 
three-week course specifically for
police officers and in 1971, the Law
Enforcement Assistance Agency
(LE AA) developed a three-week
Hazardous Devices School (HDS)
for police personnel in Huntsville,
Alabama at the Redstone Arsenal.

After attending training, Explo-
sive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) team
members were certified not only
to identify and render safe a wide
variety of explosives, they were
also qualified to testify in court.
Unfortunately, once they were
trained, EOD team members found
that there was very  little equip-
ment for them to use. Most had to
make do with their bare hands, a
pocket knife, a grappling hook and

a rope. “We’d hook up the device, get back at what we
thought was a safe distance and just give the line a big yank,”
said  Indiana State Police EOD team member John Mull.

Because little was available commercially, some agen-
cies built their own tank-like vehicles to contain explosive
devices. Later, most teams were issued portable Bendix 
X-Ray units which were replaced by the Golden X-ray. With
this device they could at least see what was inside a suspi-
cious package before they attempted to move it.

In addition to the high profile events like campus
 bombings, EOD teams were also called upon to remove old
dynamite from farms, dispose of military souvenirs dating
back to the Civil War and examine suspicious packages
received by civilians. Many also helped remove dangerous
chemicals that had been stored in public buildings (like
school basements) during the cold war as part of the Civil
Defense effort.

During the next decade personnel known as Explosive
Ordnance Reconnaissance (EOR) members were added to
the teams. These personnel were trained to recognize explo-
sives, but not to recover or detonate them, to deal with
bomb threat situations and to secure an area where an
 explosive material or device was found until the  appropriate
personnel could get there.

In more recent times, EOR and EOD teams have joined
drug enforcement officers in disposing of caches of ethyl
ether, dynamite, plastic explosives, and a variety of other
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dangerous substances found in raids of clandestine drug
labs.

Most state police EOD/EOR team members are still sent
to the Bomb Data Center at Redstone for training. Com-
manders of such units attend the FBI’s Bomb Squad Com-
mander’s Conference every 18 months.

Today’s EOD/EOR are much better equipped than their
predecessors. Most units have Kevlar( bomb suits that include
arm protection, gloves, heavy boots and a plexiglass face
protector. Units also have an X-ray unit, a tool kit and dis-
rupters (water cannons). Some agencies also have robots
that can be operated remotely so that the team member can
always remain at a safe distance from the “improvised explo-
sive device.” Such robots come equipped with a 360-degree
panning video camera, hydraulic arm with a mechanical
hand and voice receiver.

Although the bomb squads in the movies routinely blow
up every bomb they find in a spectacular display of smoke
and fire, state police EOD teams only do so as a last resort.
In most cases, they clear the area, x-ray the device, and 
disrupt it with the water cannon. Said one EOD member,
“A great big bang is the last sound you ever want to hear.”

EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAMS

Along with EOD/EOR teams, most state police agencies also
formed emergency response teams. While containing riots
had required primarily large numbers of well armed men
with a lot of patience, post-war law enforcement was to
demand a good deal more. Although ERT members are
equipped with high powered rifles and other special gear,
the primary emphasis is on training. Although most are 
volunteers, they put in long hours every year making sure
their skills are sharp. Today ERTs participate in marijuana
eradication, VIP security, high profile drug buys, service 
of felony warrants, execution of high profile or dangerous
warrants, work with hostage negotiators, provide courtroom
security, transportation of high risk prisoners and provide
security at special events.

UNDERWATER SEARCH AND RECOVERY

Since the beginning, most state police organizations  assisted
local law enforcement agencies in water search and rescue
operations. But, except for their sense of touch, pike poles
and boat hooks were about all the equipment most water
rescue teams had. Although the self-contained underwater
breathing apparatus (SCUBA) had been invented in the
1940s, it was not used outside the military until the late
1950s. When it did become available, many agencies were
quick to train personnel in its use. Although a few of the
members of the early Underwater Search and Rescue Teams
had military training, most were volunteers simply willing
to give it a try.

Without scuba equipment, early divers could only dive
down for the few minutes they could hold their breath.
With the equipment, because they could stay down for
much longer, they were able to dive deeper. Thus, it became

necessary to also train them in hyperbaric chambers. Because
these divers also faced many more risks, most departments
sent them to schools organized by the National Association
of Underwater Instructors (NAUI).

In addition to the wet suits the divers first wore, many
soon added dry suits for use in cold water or deep diving.
And, since every second counts in attempting a water  rescue,
divers were trained to be out of the police car, into the suit
and other gear and into the water within minutes.

In addition to rescue, most state police divers were also
trained in underwater recovery of evidence — most in  finding
even the smallest item, like a bullet, in black water, i.e.
water where visibility is nearly zero. Such courses take
upwards of 160 hours and divers drill as often as once a
month to keep their skills sharp.

In more recent years, state police divers have also trained
with emergency response teams, learning to jump from heli-
copters into oceans, lakes and rivers, perform a rescue and
be pulled back into the helicopter, often with a struggling
victim in tow.

HOSTAGE NEGOTIATION

Although hostage negotiation of some form or another has
been going on for as long as people have held hostages, the
political unrest of the 1970s made most state police agen-
cies aware of the need for a team of specialists to deal with
these highly visible and volatile situations. Hostage nego-
tiator Tom Davidson of the Indiana State Police recalls a
particularly horrible incident from his own experience in
which a man barricaded himself in a house with his infant
child. “He begged for the chance to talk to his mother,” said
Davidson. “Because we did not yet fully understand the
intricacies of a negotiation, we brought her in. As soon as
she got on the phone, the hostage taker said, ‘Here, Mom,
this is for you,’ and proceeded to shoot both the infant and
himself.”

It became apparent that both because of the  complexity
and duration of such a stressful situation, highly trained
teams needed to be formed to handle them. Most depart-
ments recruited volunteers from their ranks and contacted
the FBI to conduct schools on this subject. Today's hostage
negotiators are now able to preserve the life of victims,
 citizens the police and suspects. “We are not there to treat
their illness, solve their family problems or save their souls,”
says Davidson. “We are there to provide short term inter-
vention.”

THE YEAR 2000 AND BEYOND

What will the challenges be for the state police in the year
2000 and beyond?

VIOLENT JUVENILES

In August, 1998, the citizens of Chicago watched in horror
as the local television stations reported that the suspects in
the murder and sexual molestation of an 11-year old girl
were two boys, aged 7 and 8. While for years state police
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officers have known that teenagers and young adults were
the most likely to commit crimes, even they are shocked
by the increasing numbers of criminals even younger.

There are now 40 million American children age 10 or
younger and many experts feel they form a “vast reservoir
or tomorrow’s potential criminals.” In 1995, FBI director
Louis J. Freeh warned, “The ominous increase in juvenile
crime coupled with population trends, portends future crime
and violence at nearly unprecedented levels.”

While violent juveniles, often involved with gangs and
drugs were once considered primarily the problem of city
police, as they move onto the highways and into the  suburbs
and rural areas of the country, they will pose an increased
challenge to the state police.

VIGILANTE GROUPS AND HATE CRIMES

Although experts disagree on what causes people of one
race, ethnic group, sexual orientation or religion to violently
attack those who are different than themselves, hate groups
show no sign of disappearing. While the federal govern-
ment has expertise in dealing with hate groups, the acts
committed by them — arson, battery, murder — are  ordinarily
state crimes and thus not in federal jurisdiction. In  addition,
groups like the Ku Klux Klan, often choose to stage their
rallies on state property so as to attract maximum media
attention.

Thus, in the next century the job of policing such groups
will continue to fall to the state police.

THE WAR ON DRUGS

All state police agencies, whether they are strictly highway
patrol or are full-service agencies, will continue to be at the
front line in the war on drugs. Local police agencies will
probably continue to make the greatest numbers of arrests
because they are the closest to the users at the end of the
distribution line. But the state police will be increasingly
involved in working with both these local agencies and the
federal government to get to the source of the problem.

As experience has shown, money alone cannot solve
the problem. The federal government has already thrown
billions of dollars at it, and, if anything, the illegal drug
business is bigger than ever.

What will be required will be more training in inter-
diction, eradication and intelligence. The state police  cannot
ever hope to outspend drug traffickers, in the 21st century,
their only hope will be to outsmart them.

IMAGE

Whatever else it may have accomplished, televised  coverage
of the O.J. Simpson trial clearly illustrated that there has
been a change in public attitude toward the police.

Community policing advocates argue that the problem
is that police have isolated themselves from the public by
spending the majority of their time in cars and only respond-
ing when called. Others contend that the problem is the
“few bad apples” that have made everyone in uniform look

bad. Yet others maintain that the problem is that the police
are still a predominately white male force in a multicul-
tural society. Another factor may be the tendency of police
personnel to operate in a closed social network.

While the truth is that probably all of these are factors
to some extent, the result has been that there is an increased
distance between the public and the police — particularly
the state police, whom the public sees less frequently than
local police officers.

As a result the state police officer no longer enjoys auto-
matic respect. Motorists are increasingly rude and uncoopera -
tive. The testimony of police officers is no longer automat-
ically believed by juries. And, increasingly, citizens are
beginning to win suits against state police officers for a wide
range of complaints from the very serious to the very silly.
Even the state police, who have always been considered the
premier law enforcement agency in most states, have seen
their image tarnished.

MULTICULTURALISM

During a routine traffic stop, an Indiana State Trooper who
had been trained in interdiction suspected that the car he
had just pulled over might contain drugs. Because the  trooper
was alone in the patrol car, he asked the driver to step out
of the vehicle. After the officer patted him down, he asked
the motorist to kneel on the pavement with his hands behind
his back. To his astonishment, the driver began to shake
uncontrollably and burst into tears. Only after bringing in
a fellow trooper who spoke Spanish did the trooper learn
that the motorist, a recent immigrant from Central  America,
assumed that once in that position, he was about to be
 executed.

Whereas once the scene enacted on this Midwestern
interstate would have happened only in a state that bor-
dered Mexico, today troopers are likely to encounter peo-
ple from all over the world from a wide variety of cultures
with a similarly wide a range of attitudes about the police.
Some, like this motorist, will find any encounter with the
police a major trauma. Others victims in accidents or crimes,
will simply need help and someone who can understand
what they say.

SAFETY

Today’s population is better armed than ever before. In
1970, there were 203.7 million people and an estimated 
104 million firearms in America — one gun for every two
people. Today, the ATF estimates that Americans own 140
million rifles and shotguns and 60 million handguns — 200
million weapons — and that more than 50% of households
have at least one gun. Unfortunately, a larger percentage,
particularly those who are at the age when they are most
likely commit a crime, also have a violent mindset. This
trend will be of particular concern to highway patrol  officers
who are the most likely of all police officers to face a stranger
in an isolated place, alone.

❑
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By Craig W. Floyd, Chairman
National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund
Spring 2012 National Troopers Coalition Magazine

As you know, the past
two years were espe-
cially difficult for law

enforcement. Officer deaths
surged 16 percent in 2011,
after spiking 30 percent in
2010 following a 50-year low
in 2009. For the first time in
14 years, firearms-related
incidents outnumbered traffic-related incidents as the lead-
ing cause of death in 2011, with 71 officer fatalities — a 20
percent increase from 2010 based on preliminary data from
the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund.

Regrettably, violence against law enforcement has not
diminished. As of January 11, 2012, four law enforcement
officers — the same number as this time last year — have
made the ultimate sacrifice in the New Year. Three of those
four officers were killed in firearms-related incidents.

Yet, the alarming increase in officer deaths in 2011 and
the wave of violence against law enforcement thus far in
2012 have only strengthened and invigorated the  Memorial
Fund’s commitment to honoring and remembering our  fallen
heroes while we continue our work to build the National
Law Enforcement Museum — our nation’s first-ever  museum
dedicated to telling law enforcement’s incredible story of
service and sacrifice, from its earliest days to the present. 

When the Museum doors open, the men and women
who have served and continue to serve in America’s local,
state, and federal law enforcement agencies will be recog-
nized for their enormous contributions to our nation’s

heri tage. Located right next to the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial in Washington DC’s historic Judi-
ciary Square, the National Law Enforcement Museum will
be a place where all Americans can honor, remember, and
learn about the hardworking heroes who keep us safe.

The Museum will tell the
story of American law en -
forcement through exhibits,
collections, research and edu-
cation. The Museum’s edu-
cation programs will teach
our nation’s youth about law
enforcement in order to build
a stronger connection between
America’s citizens and the
officers who serve our com-
munities. 

The Museum’s ever-
growing, extensive  inventory
of artifacts will prove to be
one of the most compre-
hensive collections found
anywhere in the world. This
collection will help visitors
understand the history of law
enforcement and give them

a sense of how technology has helped peace officers suc-
ceed in their ever-expanding roles. The 55,000-square-foot,
mostly underground institution will be a world-class inter-
active Museum where visitor experiences will range from
assuming the role of a police dispatcher in the Motorola 911
Emergency Call Center; to making split-second, life-or-death
decisions posed by the use-of-force judgment simulator; to
solving crimes in the Museum’s  Target Forensics Lab. 

Other major exhibitions will focus on the history of law
enforcement, specialized law enforcement units, “tools of
the trade,” and a captivating look at a day in the life of an
officer. The Reel to Real exhibit will allow visitors to  compare
real-life law enforcement to its depictions in movies and on
television, and the DuPont Changing Exhibit Gallery will
focus on topical issues of the day and landmark moments
of law enforcement’s past. In the Museum’s Hall of Remem-
brance, visitors will learn the inspirational stories behind
the badge of nearly 20, 000 fallen heroes whose names are
engraved on the National Law Enforcement Officers  Memorial.

The Museum’s artifact collection currently comprises
more than 15,000 objects. Some of the highlights of the  

An Inside Look at the National Law
Enforcement Museum
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col lec tion include: a sheriff’s writ from 1703, the earliest
object in the collection; artifacts associated with infamous
crimes, such as the Lindbergh baby kidnapping case, and
infamous criminals like gangster Al Capone; handcuffs,
nightsticks and other tools of the trade dating back to the
1850s; and pop culture items, including the RoboCop movie
costume and one of Jack Bauer’s sweatshirts from the tele-
vision show, 24. The Museum will also feature material
from the Memorial Fund’s files on the nearly 20,000 fed-
eral, state and local law enforcement officers in the Unit-
ed States who have died in the line of duty since the first
known death in 1791. 

In 2010, the Museum acquired the legendary FBI  Director
J. Edgar Hoover’s personal estate. Thousands of his  personal
and professional objects are now part of the Museum’s
 collection, including photographs, speeches, awards, his
desk, badge and phone. The Museum’s J. Edgar Hoover
Research Center will house this collection, providing access
to students, scholars, and researchers who wish to learn
more about this iconic law enforcement figure and the
 history of policing. The Research Center will also include
hundreds of FBI oral histories accessible to visitors. Last
November, the Museum was fortunate to display artifacts
from its J. Edgar Hoover collection at the Washington, DC
premiere of the 2011 film, J. Edgar, directed by Clint  Eastwood,
who signed on as Honorary Chairman of the Museum and

the Memorial last year.
The Museum’s Groundbreaking Ceremony and Gala

occurred in October 2010 and construction commenced in
January 2011. While Museum construction progresses, our
staff continues to develop educational programs for the
thousands of children and adults who will visit the  Museum,
as well as nationwide programs for the millions of indi-
viduals who will be able to experience the Museum online.
The goal is to offer a range of diverse and dynamic  education
programs and resources to Museum visitors in a variety of
formats, whether they visit in person or online. The  Museum
is expected to open in late 2013.

As construction continues and the National Law Enforce-
ment Museum moves forward, we are eternally grateful to
our loyal supporters for their commitment to helping us
honor the heroic men and women of law enforcement, espe-
cially those who have made the supreme sacrifice. To date,
$56 million has been raised toward the Museum’s $80  million
campaign goal. Thank you for the support we have already
received from National Troopers Coalition members and
the law enforcement community. We look forward to see-
ing you when the Museum opens its doors in one short year!  

To stay up to date on Museum construction and the
capi tal campaign, appropriately named, “A Matter of Honor,”
and to learn more about how you can help, please visit
www.LawEnforcementMuseum.org. ❑
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National Law Enforcement
Memorial Gala
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In 2004, two life-long]
friends, Thomas Akelkok 
and Terrence Shanigan

found themselves as col-
leagues working as Alaska
State Troopers. Thomas, a
Yupik Eskimo, and Terrence,
an Aleut, are both from the
Bristol Bay region. Both men
first met in Sitka, Alaska in
1987, while students and
wrestl ing teammates at Mt.
Edgecumbe High School. 
Mt. Edgecumbe is a public
boarding school operated by
the State of Alaska today, but
from 1947 to 1983 it was an
all Alaska Native boarding school  operated
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. As  stu -
dents and teammates at MEHS both
men shared their pride for the rich  Alaska
Native heritage and culture from which
each was raised and they developed a
shared desire for public service.

As Alaska State Trooper colleagues,
Thomas and Terrence, recognized that
their chosen careers in law enforce-
ment could prove to be a valuable tool

to help others. The men began discuss -
ing and analyzing issues surrounding
public safety in rural Alaska, and more
specifically in their own home villages.
Thomas and Terrence discussed the
challenges each saw as barriers to safe
and healthy family environments for
many rural Alaskans. The two collabo -

rated with the Public Safety
 Employees Association (PSEA)
to brainstorm ideas they
thought would make a dif-
ference in the lives of rural
Alaskans by finding ways to
reduce the high violent crime,
suicide and sexual assault
rates that they felt were de -
stroying rural communities.
From this  initial collabora-
tion Thomas and Terrence
founded People Are Worth
Saving (PAWS). PAWS is a tool
to deliver a humani tarian
message, improve  public rela-
tions between law enforce-

ment and rural citizens, and provide
training and education to individuals
and communities trying to problem-
solve the high rates of violence and
crime that plague so many rural Alaskan
communities. The premise is to spend
volunteer, off-duty time, utilizing tradi -
tional dog-sled patrols in an  unofficial

STATES

Alaska

P.A.W.S. = People Are Worth Saving

more ➤
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capacity to rebuild relationships and
deliver training,  education and humani -
tarian services.

PAWS is an opportunity for off-duty,
Alaska Native law enforcement and
military personnel to make a positive
impact across Alaska in a unique way
by proactively, versus reactively, serv-
ing the public. PAWS pursues more of
a bridge-building approach aimed at
strengthening relationships, develop-
ing trust, and inspiring others. The
uniqueness of PAWS is the use of tradi -
tional dog-sled teams to travel between
communities to work on common 
solutions for modern-day crime issues.
Mushing is also used a as metaphor
important to understanding the  dynamics
of teambuilding, synergy and problem-
solving. An indirect benefit of PAWS is
the positive community based role-

model opportunities to increase the
number of qualified Alaska Native law
enforcement recruits.

Thomas, Terrence, and PSEA believe
that relationships, rapport, and respect
are paramount if they expect to make
a real difference when recruiting or
deal ing with Alaska’s crime issues. That
is why PSEA’s Champions of Public
Safety Foundation has teamed with and
Terrence and Thomas in sponsoring
PAWS. The goal is to educate and pro-
mote a healthy, positive, self-image for
young Alaska Natives. To accomplish
this, the two men live by example and

demonstrate their commitment to rural
law enforcement and the military, as
potential early career paths. Awareness
and education are only a small part of
this effort. They utilize problem- solving
processes learned while students at
MEHS to help them work with com-
munities to study and assess their own
problems and investigate the root  causes
to those problems. Once a problem and
its root causes are identified,  community
members work with them to present
possible solutions. The long-term vision
is to have a significant and permanent
reduction in the high violent crime, sui-
cide, sexual assault rates and drug and
alcohol abuse that plague so many rural
communities.

PAWS incorporates traditional
 elements of Alaska Native culture to
study and solve modern-day problems
facing rural Alaskans, such as drug 
and alcohol abuse, fire safety issues,
domestic violence, general public  safety
and positive life choices. PAWS also
addresses sexual assault and violent
crime. The long-term vision of PAWS
is to work closely with communities to
collect information, study root causes,
and present solutions specifically  targeting
the identified causes to this serious and
growing problem.

In February and March 2011,
 Terrence embarked on a 1,000 mile
mushing expedition traveling through-
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By Jon Hamm, CEO 
CAHP 

A s I watch the economy unfold[
lately, I’m  reminded[of the  couple
of “Reality TV” shows I have

watched, ever so briefly, that seem 
anything but realistic. Our worldwide
economy, like reality television, has
flare for the dramatic. Rumors swing
financial markets hundreds of points
in every direction. 

For someone who likes to study the
fundamentals of our economy and mar-
kets, this can be a very frustrating time.
Today, (Oct. 10, 2011), for example, the
DOW is up 330 points on rumors that
European leaders are going to step in
to save their banks. Actually it is more
than a rumor as Germany and France
leaders say they will ride to the rescue,
with details of their plan to be unveiled
by the end of the month.

This strikes me a bit odd. First the
financial markets were up nearly 500
points on these same rumors last week
and second, if one had a plan it would
seem like the plan itself should be the
driving force, not some plan that will
be unveiled three weeks from now. We
are in a new era on Wall Street where
many traders are in and out of stocks
within milliseconds, driving equity

 markets into wild swings. This kind of
investing has nothing to do with  fun -
da  mentals, but everything to do with
short term profits as affected by infor-
mation and rumors, whether accurate
or inaccurate.

Let me explain my ‘theory’ just a
bit more. Remember the old saying,
“Information is power.” Well on Wall
Street information is money (profits &
bonuses) and the more money you con-
trol and the quicker you are at  maneuver -
ing that money the more you can make.
In other words, there is an advan-
tage to controlling money and being
the first to receive information … includ-
ing rumors that will move  markets.
Now this is not a new reality, but the
speed and magnitude at which  insiders
can trade is a new reality and it is all
about the instant rewards with no con-
sideration given to the long term affects.
This is how we seem to have financial
bubble after financial bubble and seem
incapable of learning from our past mis-
takes in this very area.

We have managed to create a new
age of rewarding risk and leverage with-
out those taking the risk having little,
if any, ownership in their actions. The
incentive system we have built in our
financial institutions create no incen-
tive to do the right thing long term, but
rather every incentive make a killing

now before everything collapses around
us. The victims of this financial  insanity
are the  fiscally disciplined and savers;
those who rely on markets functioning
based on fundamentals and sound 
reasoning for the long term. Who are
your biggest losers from this new  eco -
nomic reality of short term profit at the
expense of long term  stability? The big -
gest losers are benefit plans,  particularly
pension plans, which rely on markets
functioning in their own interest for
the long term. However, never has 
there been more of a disconnect be-
tween motives based on incentives and
the long term health of an enterprise.
ENRON is a case study in just how 
invasive perversion can be come in a
corporate hierarchy.

The worst thing about the  profiteers
of our day is that our government and
Central Bankers have decided it is their
responsibility to bail out the very finan-
cial institutions that created this invest-
ment destruction in the first place. I
like to say that for the past couple of
decades we have lived in an era of bor-
rowed prosperity. We started by borrow -
ing from our futures; then we moved
into borrowing from our children’s
future and now we are borrowing from
our grandchildren’s future. There are
consequences to creating  financial

California

Economic DUI

more ➤
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out rural Alaska on dogsled to share
the PAWS vision. The expedition was
a 25-day journey that made stops in
fourteen communities along the origi-
nal Serum Run route, from Nenana to
Nome. The Serum Run event of today
began in 1997, inspired and organized
by the late Norman Vaughan to com-
memorate the 1925 serum run to Nome,
which saved the town from a  diphtheria

epidemic. The Serum Run enabled
 Terrence to share PAWS directly with
thousands of Alaskans that have a direct
connection and understanding of tragedy
and triumph. No matter the what the
challenges and risks are … –50 degrees
temps, 75 mph winds, open water, white-
out snowstorms, frostbite … Terrence
reminds people that nothing he expe-
riences on the trail compares to the

struggles and challenges a victim of a
violent crime suffers for the rest of their
lives. PAWS is not a dogsled race to a
finish line … PAWS is in a race to save
lives! PSEA’s Champions of Public  Safety
Foundation, Thomas, and Terrence are
committed to these programs because
they believe they matter and will make
a significant difference in the lives of
Alaskans. ❑
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 markets that represents casinos. There
are consequences to bailing out failed
institutions. There are consequences 
to leverage, debt, derivatives, Ponzi
schemes, wrongly incentivized  bonuses,
failed regulatory agencies, failed rating
agencies, failed morals, and  ultimately
failed monetary  policy.

It is difficult for me to hear how
underfunded pension plans are and
how they will never earn their  actuarial
assumed rate of return from their in -
vestments. I happen to agree that it is
unlikely that pension plans will earn
the rate of return they need to fund
long term benefits, which for CalPERS
is 7.75 percent, but for reasons that no
one seems to address. We have syste -
matically undermined our own finan-
cial system and economy and  continue
to do so. This will affect what we con-
sider “normal” investment returns for
many decades to come. However,
 austerity for the sake of bailing out
 gamblers who destroyed our time- tested
methods of investing is the height of
hypocrisy and absurdity. Now those
who control monetary policy have de -
cided that the solution is to knock inter-
est rates down to zero, buy our govern -
ment’s own debt to drive down long-
term interest rates even further and to
purchase worthless, or near worthless,
mortgage backed securities (MBS) from
those who created the mortgage mess
in the first place. Again, there are many
consequences to these ill-fated policies,
but one of the most obvious impacts is
on those who rely on interest rates of
fixed income instruments (e.g. trea-
suries) to fund future obligations. Our
Federal Reserve has artificially lowered
interest rates to encourage more bor-
rowing (indebtedness) and to dis courage
savings. The 10-year treasury is now
returning only about 2 percent.

We need to question how the heck
institutional investors, like CalPERS,
are supposed to overcome this overt
manipulation of the bond markets. We
should also closely examine the long
term affects of our current monetary
policy. Those responsible for monetary
policy seem to be reinforcing the very

behavior, leverage and risk-taking that
caused our economic problems in the
first place with little or no concern for
the victims. While world leaders advo-
cate for austerity measures, at the very
same time they embark on the biggest
social welfare give-away in the world’s
history in the form of bankrolling large
financial institutions.

So, how have we reached the point
where the world’s financial future seems
to depend on the small country of Greece
being bailed out by many? The short
answer is that our financial Institutions
taught the Greek banks and govern-
ment securitization and how to take
future revenue streams and assets as
collateral for increasing current debt …
right up to the point of insolvency. It
fascinates me that all of the govern-
ment’s various stimulus and bailout
programs combined with the Federal
Reserve’s record infusion of liquidity
continues to be the answers to our 
economic ills, even though they seem
clearly to have failed over the last three
years. But just the mere mention of
more rescues and accommodative 
mone tary policy and the world’s  equity
markets get giddy. Why? Because the
assurance of more liquidity means more
opportunity for profits, at least in the
short term.

The (brief) long answer to why the
world’s fate depends on Greece is that
our financial markets are hopelessly
intertwined with instruments like the
$700 trillion derivative market. Have
you heard the term “contagion” thrown
around aplenty since the 2008 melt-
down? First, everyone owns everyone
else’s debt. Why? Mainly because there
is so much of it. But in addition to the
tentacles of debt winding its way through-
out the world’s financial system, bets
on whether those debt obligations will
be paid off hugely outstrip the debt
itself. Not unlike our mortgage melt-
down, Credit Default Swaps (CDS), or
derivative bets against mortgage  holders
was the real culprit behind our 2008
financial fiasco. The total CDS market
was about $60 trillion, or less than 10
percent of the derivatives market. How

much in derivatives is being bet against
foreign nations paying off their debt? I
don’t know, but I assume it will have
much more of an effect than any of the
original sovereign defaults that might
trigger the derivative bets.

If you say to yourself that this is all
too difficult to understand, I agree and
that is one of my main points. How in
today’s rigged casino markets do you
invest pension funds with any sense of
security or understanding? Markets
have become excessively complicated
because the supply side of investments
has been overfed. What is the supply
side of financial markets? It is easy
money through artificially low interest
rates and ever increasing liquidity. We
must understand that we are in the
biggest liquidity bubble in our world’s
history, the biggest government spend-
ing and intervention in our world’s his-
tory, the biggest monetary experiment
by our world’s central banks and the
most leveraged and most complex invest-
ment instruments in our world’s his-
tory. All off this unprecedented finan-
cial activity can offer an illusion of a
recovery, but for it to last (and be real),
there seems to be an infinite number
of stars that must come into and remain
in alignment.

You might say I sound a little harsh.
It stems from years of watching  financial
markets grow more and more compli-
cated and nonsensical. Hence  watching
it all makes me wonder out loud, “Is
this real or is this one of those crazy
reality TV shows?” It is just my obser-
vation that the more financially re-
sponsible you are these days the 
more  likely you will discover that the
system works against you. That  system,
through large financial institutions, 
central banks and world governments
control the game. It’s just too bad that
they refuse to look down the field to
see what awaits them. It reminds me
of the training every CHP cadet receives
at the academy; when operating a  vehicle
you must maintain a high visual hori-
zon. This is to allow the operator to
take early  evasive action for dangers 
or situations that lie ahead. Imagine
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August 22, 2011 

Gov. Dannel P. Malloy had his[
moment of solidarity with state 
employee unions last week as

a two-year concessions package won
approval by a wide margin, but that
unity began to erode Monday as unions
representing state police and prison
guards staged separate protests.

Troopers insisted Monday that their
“unique” status as public safety employ-

ees should spare them from the threat-
ened layoffs of 56 new troopers, a possi -
bility after their union declined to accept
a two-year wage freeze that would have
come with a four-year guarantee of job
security.

At a press conference later in the
day, Malloy seemed disinclined toward
shedding the new troopers, noting that
the state already had invested in their
training at the academy and their sea-
soning in the field.

T o all Union Members, Family[
Members, and Rally  Supporters, 
and National Troopers Coalition

members, 
I would like to take a moment to per-

sonally thank each and every one of you
who participated in today’s press confer-
ence/rally at the State Capitol this morn-
ing. With your help and show of support,
we have sent a clear message not only to
the Governor’s office, but to the State
Police administration as well as the 

public. By answering the call to stand 
united, our Union has grown even stronger
today, and it will continue to grow as we
fight to preserve and improve our future
rights, benefits, and wages.

Thank you all again for your support.
Truly, this has been a victory for both the
State Police Union and its membership.

Be safe,
Andy Matthews

❑
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driving never looking at anything but
the steering wheel—you just got a pic-
ture of how economic policy is being
established these days. At best we are
guilty of economic DUI. The problem
with someone who drives looking at
the steering wheel—or intoxicated—is
that they are likely to take out other
drivers no matter how defensive those

other drivers are while operating their
own vehicles.

I was asked what my purpose was
in writing this article. Certainly, it was
partly to blow off steam. Hopefully it
is to educate you, the reader. But  mostly
it is to begin a dialogue that recognizes
that we cannot begin to build remedies
for funding future pension obligations

until we have repaired the foundation
upon which we are supposed to build.
That foundation is to return to funda-
mentally sound and responsible invest-
ment practices. The starting place should
be to boycott complex investment in -
struments that significantly enrich the
money handler while bankrupting the
pension plan. ❑

Connecticut

President Andy Matthews.

To All Union Members

Labor Peace Fleeting as Troopers,
Prison Guards Rally Against Malloy
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“I’m looking at all of my options,
quite frankly,” Malloy said. “We have
about a $4 million investment in these
folks as far as training and time on the
job. I’m aware of that. Suffice is to say,
I take all things into consideration.”

More than 300 troopers, retired
troopers and their family members
 rallied on the Capitol’s north steps,
arguing that they face extreme de mands
on time and personal safety that no
other state employees can match.

Union leaders also noted that while
they overwhelmingly rejected wage
concessions, they did endorse health
care, pension and other benefit give-
backs in the latest round of concession
voting with 58 percent casting ballots
in support. And they also agreed to an
effective one-year wage freeze in the

May 2009 concession deal ratified under
then-Gov. M. Jodi Rell.

“Are troopers unique?” Sgt. Andrew
Matthews, president of Connecticut
State Police Union asked members
seven times during the hour-long, late
morning rally, receiving a resounding
chant of approval each time.
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The union was one of two bargain -
ing units within the State Employees
Bargaining Agent Coalition that  rejected
the two-year wage freeze, which pre-
vents them from receiving the four-
year guarantee against layoffs in the
deal. Malloy had issued more than
3,000 layoff notices earlier this sum-
mer, including 56 to state police, but
said nearly all pink slips issued to 
unionized employees would be recalled
if full concessions were granted.

“We’re not better than anyone, we’re

different,” Matthews said. “We make
life-and-death decisions in  seconds.”

Troopers’ lives may be threatened
by gunfire, reckless motor vehicle 
traffic and hazardous biological and
chemical materials, he said, adding that
their oath requires them to respond to
public safety threats 24 hours per day,
regardless of whether they are on the
clock.

“Our lives are shortened by the
stress and experience of our profes-
sions,” he said as troopers held aloft
signs that read: “State Police Union
24/7, SEBAC, 8 Hours/Day,” and “Pro-
tection of Property and Life: Priceless.”

The union rally featured an ap -
pearance by the widows of two  troopers
killed in the line of duty: Sheila Hall,
whose husband Kenneth was killed by
a motorist on Interstate 91 last year;
and Carol Bagshaw, whose husband
Russell was gunned down while in -
vestigating a burglary in Windham in
1991.

“You go home at night at you expect
them to be there and they’re not there,”

Hall said, adding no state benefit can
replace the loss of her husband.

Retired Trooper James Reidy, whose
14-year state police career ended when
he was shot in the line of duty in Will-
ington in 1998, became choked with
emotion. “I never came back to work
and my life has never been the same.”

Trooper Michael Buck, 26 of Glas-
tonbury, a member of the 2010 class
of 56 troopers that received pink slips.,
said that while he voted both for the
wage freeze and the benefit givebacks,
“I do not blame troopers who gave back
their raises in 2009 and don't want to
do so again.”

more ➤
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While troopers argued that these
types of hazards grant them unique-
but-not-elite status among the ranks of
state employees, the Malloy adminis-
tration insisted it would not waiver in
its mission to balance a state budget
that once faced a deficit approaching
$3.7 billion, or nearly 20 percent of
the prior year’s spending.

“To be clear, I deeply appreciate

the troopers’ service, as I do the  service
of all state employees,” Malloy wrote
in a statement issued after the rally.
“The troopers put their lives on the
line every day, and we are a safer state
thanks to their service.”

“But I have to manage the entire
workforce, and given the massive  budget
problems I inherited, I believe asking
all state employees to take a two-year
wage freeze – in return for job  se curity 
– is fair,” the governor wrote. “By reject-
ing that two-year wage freeze the state
police have rejected the job security;
therefore, they’re subject to layoffs.”

Malloy added that “Despite the
unprecedented fiscal challenges fac-
ing the state of Connecticut, I refuse
to compromise public safety.”

But police union officials argued
that public safety already is being com-

promised, and layoffs only can make
things worse.

Connecticut currently employs
1,127 troopers, 121 below the  statutorily
mandated level. And that’s before the
notice period expires on Wednesday
for the 56 troopers who received pink
slips.

In a campaign position paper, 
Malloy noted last fall that state police
trooper ranks were below the man-
dated mark, adding that “we must
...ensure that Connecticut meets and
exceeds statutorily required State Police
staffing levels.”

“You cannot do more with less
when it comes to law enforcement,”
Dennis Hallion, executive director of
the National Troopers Coalition, said,
accusing Malloy of placing a price on
public safety – that being the 2.5  percent
raises due troopers this fiscal year. “To
decimate the rank and file of the Con-
necticut State Police is unacceptable.”

Had police forfeited raises this 
fiscal year and next, they would have
been eligible under the concession 
deal for 3 percent raises in each of the
following three fiscal years.

And after this year’s raise, any
future increases likely would be referred
to a state arbitration panel. Given the

Connecticut, cont.
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On October 11, 2010, TFC[
Cassavechia, an 11-year veter-
an of the State Police and as -

signed to Troop A in Southbury,  assisted
Danbury Police with a stolen vehicle
pursuit which went onto the highway
and eventually turned into a foot chase.
TFC Cassavechia was forced to open
fire when the suspect, Albert James
Voute, III, put the Trooper’s life in a

threatening situation. It happened in
the eastbound lanes of I-84 near Exit
4. Jason was treated and released from
Danbury Hospital.

Albert James Voute, a convicted
bank robber serving a 14-year sentence
from Oradell, New Jersey, had been
sought by US Marshals after escaping
from a prison transport van in Martins -
bury, West Virginia. Shortly before 
he was shot and killed, Albert Voute
stole a 1994 Isuzu Rodeo from a 50-
year old Danbury man filling up at a
gas station on Main Street. He then
crashed the SUV into a wall at the 
Hilltop Manor apartment complex
before abandoning it and fleeing onto
the highway.

Interstate 84 near exit 4 was blocked
on the eastbound side and crawling on
the westbound side Friday evening.
Several police cars from the State Police
Department and Danbury Police De-
partment were on the scene. A police
officer on the scene confirmed there
was a shooting and there were injuries.
Police were investigating in the woods
bordering the highway.

❑
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Trooper Jason Cassavechia Assists
Danbury Police

sluggish economy, how likely are  troopers to receive a
cumulative raise over this year and the following four that
would top the 9 percent effective hike through 2015-16
spelled out in the concession deal?

Matthews said it isn’t possible to predict, but he did
note that while the concession deal provides for three years
of raises after the wage freeze ends, the protection against
layoffs only extends two years after the freeze period.

“That last 3 (percent raise) in the fifth year of the deal
really isn’t guaranteed” since some troopers could be sub-
ject to layoffs, he said. But that concern is far-fetched, given
recent  history in Connecticut.

Malloy has noted that, unlike Rell did in 2009, he pro-
posed and signed into law an unprecedented state tax
increase, more than $1.5 billion, to reduce the likelihood
that more concessions or layoffs would be needed in the
near future.

Matthews added that the troopers’ union also intends
to work with the legislature next year in hopes to being

removed from the State Employees Bargaining Agent Coali-
tion and being allowed to negotiate its benefits in dependent
from other state employee units. ❑
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By TFC Matt Funchion, Troop G

Connecticut is ideally located[
between New York City and the
rest of New England. This makes

Connecticut the gateway to New Eng-
land for all sorts of illegal goods com-
ing from New York City and other
sources further south.

It is estimated that one out of every
six vehicles traveling on the interstate
contains some type of contraband. That
means that if you’re reading this while
monitoring traffic in the shoulder of
one of Connecticut’s highways, in the
time it took you to read this so far, three
or four potential loads drove past you.
Those loads consist of marijuana, cocaine,
heroin, methamphetamine, steroids,
oxycodone, other prescription medi -
cations, firearms, other weapons, cash
loads, fireworks, IEDs, other explo-
sives, pirated goods, untaxed  tobacco,
and anything else that is illegal or dan-
gerous. A fugitive or wanted person
would also count.

In 2010, Troopers assigned to Troop
G made numerous drug seizures, includ-
ing but not limited to, large  volumes
of marijuana, crack cocaine, powder
cocaine, PCP, illegal guns, pirated CDs
and DVDs, and thousands of dollars

in cash. These seizures have resulted
in dozens of criminal arrests and prose -
cutions as well as developing intelli-
gence that can assist both local and
federal investigators nationwide.

It’s not just Troop G Troopers.
 Highly motivated Troopers from all
over the state are making these seizures
and arrests. In March, 2010, a  Trooper
from Troop F seized over $20,000 from
a traffic stop. About a week later, also
at Troop F, a Trooper seized crack
cocaine and over $8,000 from a traffic
stop. In September, 2010, a Troop H
 Trooper seized $14,000 on a traffic stop.

The remarkable thing about these
seizures is that they are being done by

Patrol Troopers and Sergeants in between
their other patrol responsibilities. In
fact, statewide, the numbers from part-
time interdiction just go to show what
kind of success a full time interdiction
unit would have. And that includes
cash seizures that both Federal and
State law allow the seizing agency to
keep. In November, 2009, the  Stamford
Police Department seized over $1  million
in cash out of a car as part of an  ongoing
investigation. Why is that significant?
That car and its valuable cargo had
traveled to Stamford from New York
City on Interstate 95. So if you think
that millions of dollars in drugs and
cash isn’t driving through Connecticut
at this very moment, you would be
mistaken.

These seizures come from traffic
stops, high volume traffic stops, for
simple “every day” traffic violations;
such as seatbelt violations, improper
license plate display, dark tint, cracked
windshields, unsafe lane changes, speed-
ing, obstructed view violations and 
following too closely. If you stop 60
cars over a few days time, you’ve po -
tentially encountered 10 smugglers.
 Granted, the car with the contraband
may have nothing more than a roach
or a “dime bag” for personal use but it
might have 44 pounds of pot in the
trunk. There’s an element of luck to
interdiction. Once you’ve made the
stop, you are half way there.

❑
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TFC Matt Funchion with 6.5 pounds of mari-
juana seized on July  13, 2010 on Route 15 in
Greenwich.

TFC Ed Benecchi, K-9 Sarik, and TFC Matt 
Funchion with almost 45 pounds of marijuana
seized November 23, 2009 on I-95 in Greenwich.

Connecticut, cont.

Criminal Interdiction in 
Connecticut
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In January of 2008, the Delaware[
State Police put “Trooper-6 Heavy”,
a 2006 Bell 412 into service. The

aircraft would augment the fleet of
three Bell 407’s already in service. The
state police provide law enforcement,
search and rescue, and EMS service to
the state.

The state has significant bodies of
open water, and the state police found
themselves involved with more and
more water search and rescue opera-
tions. This increased over-the-water
operation was one of the justifications
for adding the 412 to the fleet. The
twin engine aircraft was completed
with floats and a Goodrich 600 pound
hoist.

Every member of the Aviation
 Section received initial training at both
the system operator and rescue special -
ist level from Priority-1 Air Rescue
(P1AR). In addition, the Section part-
nered with the Delaware Fire Service
who provided rescue specialists to be
trained by P1AR as well. These fire-
fighters (the Helicopter Emergency
Action Team HEAT) are part of the state
police team, and augment the crews
for rescue responses. The Section has
had P1AR back to the state for recerti -
fication of those who received their
initial training, and also recently had
them back to train with the state’s
Department of Natural Resources and
Environmental Control (DNREC).

The operations manager of DNREC’s
hazardous materials emergency response
group, Jamie Bethard, approached the
Section’s Commander, Captain Jeff
Evans regarding the possibility of get-

ting some of his response folks trained
by P1AR. The need for this training
was based on the possibility that the
DNREC response personnel may be
called upon to board ships that were
staged in the anchorage of the Delaware
Bay, waiting to go up the river to ports.
If there was a need for response, the
quickest most effective method would
be by hoisting the personnel to the
ship. Captain Evans agreed, funding
was secured through DNREC, and the
training was scheduled.

Bob McMahon, a civilian pilot with
the state police, assists the Section’s
training officer by handling much of
the hoist training within the Section.
Mr. McMahon recommended that as
the DNREC response folks would be
using the services of the state police
to board ships in the anchorage,  perhaps
that is how we should train. The  captain
agreed and tasked Mr. McMahon with
researching the feasibility of having a
ship boarding as the actual exercise on
the last day of training.

The result was a first of its kind
training in Delaware. The state police
partnered with the United States Coast
Guard and Bob Watson from P1AR to
work out the details of such intricate
training. David Brown of Delaware
Bay Launch Service had been working
with the state police for some time,
and recommended that the state police
contact Sunoco reference the  possibility
of using one of the ships coming in to
one of their ports. Eric Clarke, Marine

Deleware

DSP Bell 412 “Trooper-6 Heavy”

Hoisting from the WFD “Firefighter”.

P1AR Bob Watson and DSP Cpl. Brown. more ➤
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Deleware, cont.

Indiana

When a woman in Minnesota drove off the high-]
way into a lake last week, she lucked out by 
having the right person driving behind her for a

harrowing rescue.
Sophia Eversvik, 27, suffered a seizure that caused her

to veer off Interstate 94 in Alexandria, Minn., at 70 miles
an hour, according to WCCO, a Minnesota TV station.

Sgt. Jesse Grabow, a spokesman for the Minnesota State

Patrol, was right behind her and dove into the water, he
told WCCO.

But the doors were locked, and he could not get the
attention Eversvik's attention, who was motionless.

Trooper Chris Halder, who soon arrived for back-up,
broke a window on a back door in order to pull Eversvik
out of the car just moments before it sank, the TV station
said. ❑

Woman Suffers Seizure and 
Drives Into Lake

Technical Advisor for Sunoco, was very
willing to help with the project. He
was able to secure the vessel “Over-
seas Acadia” from OSG America. OSG
America was supportive in the efforts
of the state police, DNREC, Sunoco
and the USCG in addressing potential
issues in the Delaware Bay. DSP Heli-
copter Trooper-6 Heavy approaches
the Overseas Acadia. DNREC  members
being lowered to the deck of the Over-
seas Acadia.

The USCG was instrumental in the
success of this training mission. They
are very interested in forging partner-

ships with area responders who have
specialized resources. This training 
was also an opportunity to exercise the
 unified command concept. The USCG
would be the command agency in any
event on the open water. The several
agencies involved in the training bene -
fited not only from the operational
component of the exercise, but from
the ICS and communications compo-
nent as well.

The training day took place on
August 16, 2009. Four response per-
sonnel from DNREC each performed
three hoisting operations to the deck.
Also, equipment was lowered to the
deck and brought back into the air-
craft. Probably just as important as the
experience gained from the training,

was the partnerships and resource shar-
ing that took place that day. The par-
ticipants of the day included the State
Police Aviation Section, Priority 1 Air
Rescue, the Delaware Fire Service, 
the Wilmington Police Department,
the Wilmington Fire Department, the
Department of Natural Resources, the
United States Coast Guard, Summit
Aviation, Sunoco, the Delaware Bay
Launch Service, OSG America, tow
boat US, State Police and Fire Service
Scuba Teams, and members of the
 United Open Water Rescue Program.

The state police look forward to
continuing it efforts with regard to part-
nering with federal, state and local
agencies to provide effective service.   

❑
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On September 20,
2011, Iowa State
Trooper Mark E.

Toney #227 was killed in the
line of duty when his State
Patrol cruiser was traveling
at a high rate of speed with
top lights activated, work-
ing traffic, left the roadway,
rolled several times, and
came to rest in a farm field.
 Trooper Toney lost his life
while performing the duties
he swore to uphold and loved.
We may never know why we lost Mark that day, or why
the accident happened, but many things have become evi-
dent since his death.

This accident happened the day before the Iowa State
Troopers Association delegation was to leave for the  National
Troopers Coalition Conference in St. Louis, MO. We  decided

that attending the Conference was what we were going to
do and return early to attend arrangements to honor  Trooper
Toney. As we traveled to St. Louis, memories of Mark and
his death was the bulk of our conversation. Making sure
his family and our coworkers were being tended to was
top priority. 

Iowa

A Nation of Friends

more ➤
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We arrived in St. Louis
and  gathered with the many
brothers and sisters of the
National Troopers Coalition.
As expected each personal
contact was with condolences
and thoughts of the loss 
the Toney family and Iowa
State Patrol had sustained.
Compared to many States,
Iowa is a small State Patrol
with a total membership of
307  Trooper/Members. We
are fortunate that we have
not had a Trooper killed 
in the line of duty since 
October 14, 1990, when we 
lost  Trooper Pilot Allen
Nieland #445. Iowa has had
10  Troopers killed in the line
of duty since our inception
in 1935. 

As the Conference went
on, I was sincerely touched
by the out pouring of sup-
port from all in attendance.
Not only by the kind words
and thoughts shared, but 
the generosity by everyone
in attendance from the Con-

ference to NTC Members/
Nonmembers,  vendors, spe-
cial guests, and honorary
members of NTC. The Lead-
ership of NTC and the Mis-
souri State Troopers Associa -
tion proved just what it means
to be part of such a great
organization as NTC. As 
the donations continued to
be given for the family of
 Trooper Toney through auc-
tions of items to a donation
box in the gathering room,
the Iowa delegation was over-
whelmed.

September 24, 2011,
Trooper Toney was honored
and laid to rest. Sitting in the
stands at Mark’s old high
school and listening to the
Iowa Command Staff brief
attendees on the pending cer-
emony, the atmosphere held
an overwhelming sense of
pride as Troopers from many
different States –  California,
Alaska, Arkansas, including
surrounding States, as well
as the leadership of NTC.

NATIONAL TROOPER
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On behalf of the members of the Iowa State Troopers
Association … thank you for your support for Trooper Mark
E. Toney #227. Retired Captain Bob Martin of the Texas
Highway Patrol donated a State Shoulder Patch  shadow
box to be sold at the Fall NTC Conference and an addi-
tional one to be presented to Trooper Toney’s family. I
opened the box when it arrived to make sure it had not
been damaged in shipping and was immediately im pressed
with the workmanship and care it took to make such a
keepsake for the family. On that shadow box, printed on
a brass tag it read “A NATION OF FRIENDS.” It has never
been more evident to the Troopers of Iowa that we defi-
nitely are part of, and proud to be, a NATION OF FRIENDS.

God bless you all, and bless our fallen brothers and
sisters.

Respectfully, 
Darin Snedden,

President
Iowa State Troopers Association ❑

Iowa, cont.
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By Mark Engholm
Technical Trooper, K-383

Asight familiar to motorists for[
the past 32 years has been retired 
as the final Ford Crown  Victoria.

It rolled off the assembly line in St.
Thomas, Ontario, Canada and was
delivered to the Kansas Highway Patrol.
The final Crown Victoria is being  painted
in the traditional KHP Blue and Grey,
features a modern LED version of the
old roof-mounted red bubble light, and
will travel the state to celebrate the
Patrol’s 75th Anniversary through 2012.

The Ford LTD Crown Victoria joined
the Kansas Highway Patrol fleet in the
early 1980s, serving alongside the Dodge
Diplomat and Plymouth Gran Fury
patrol cars that dominated the fleet
through that decade. 

From 1992 onward, the Crown Vic-
toria served as the primary patrol car
in the KHP. With the discontinuation
of the Dodge/Plymouth M-body in 
1989 and the Chevrolet Caprice in 1996,
the Crown Victoria has held a near-
 monopoly as a police pursuit vehicle
in North America, despite being based
on the Panther platform, which has
seen two revisions since it debuted in
1979.

Over the years, the insignia of the
Patrol changed as did the body styles
of the Crown Vic. In the early 80s, the
Patrol used the grey over blue paint

scheme and displayed a blue and white
badge on the side of the cars with the
“STATE TROOPER” legend on the front
quarter panels and trunk. Later, the
Patrol moved back to a traditional look
with the gold agency shield on the
doors and the legend “HIGHWAY
PATROL” in black and red on the trunk.
Lighting packages over the years  included
the red bubble light with two amber
flashing lights in the rear window and
Federal lightbars, commonly called
“worm” lights. The patrol began to offer
“slick-top” cars in 1992, with red and
blue Federal Firebeam dash lights on
the dash and the rear deck.

With the advent of the car program
in 1995, the Patrol discarded the blue
and grey paint scheme to move to stock
colors. The graphics on the cars also
changed to display new door graphics
and the “STATE TROOPER” legend was
displayed on the front quarter panels,
trunk, and front bumper. This  graphics
package was replaced in 1997-1998
with the current “billboard” graphics
down the side of the cars. (Plans are
underway at the time this is being writ-
ten to replace the billboard look with
a more traditional graphics package).

The first Crown Victoria cars would
have been simply outfitted with a six
channel low-band radio, siren/ emergency
light switches, and a doppler traffic
radar unit with a single antenna. In
currently issued patrol cars, the  simple

light and siren controls have been
replaced by switch panels that permit
officers to direct traffic, the six  channel
low-band radio has been replaced with
an 850 channel 800 Mhz radio, a multi-
channel radio scanner is installed to
listen to other agencies, a dual head
digital traffic radar unit is installed, a
mobile DVD recording system with
three cameras is installed, and officers
have direct access to criminal justice
files, maps, and other information
through computers installed in the
patrol car. 

While newer front-wheel drive cars
gained popularity among consumers,
they did not seriously challenge the
Crown Victoria’s dominance as a patrol
car where durability, cost, and perform -
ance were valued over fuel efficiency.
The Crown Victoria rear-wheel drive,
V-8 powertrain and body-on-frame
 construction, which is rugged and sim-
plifies repairs after minor accidents
without the need to straighten the
 chassis, were important features in the
law enforcement market. Most officers
on the road today have spent the  majority
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The Queen of the Road Retires
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of their careers working out of Crown
Victorias. 

Ford has produced more than
300,000 Crown Victoria cars, plus other
similar vehicles based on the same
frame, the Lincoln Town Car and

 Mercury Marquis. Ford maintained its
monopoly on rear wheel drive patrol
cars until the introduction of the Dodge
Charger in 2006. 

Ford is introducing a completely
new Police Interceptor in 2013 to replace

the Crown Victoria. The new Police
Interceptor is based on the sixth genera -
tion Ford Taurus platform, featuring
several V-6 engine options, which all
produce more horsepower than the V-8
installed in the Crown Victoria. The
new interceptor has been subjected to
75 mph rear end crash testing and will
be available in front wheel drive or all
wheel drive versions. In addition, Ford
is offering a Police Interceptor Utility
vehicle based on the Ford Explorer.
The all new interceptor utility vehicle
will provide more interior room while
maintaining a pursuit rating. 

For more information on the new Ford Police
products, go to: http://www.ford.com/fordpoli-
ceinterceptor/#. ❑

Kansas, cont.

By Andrea Nolte
KHP Publications Writer

The hiring process is underway for the next KHP recruit[
class. Recruit Class #50 will start their training at
the Training Academy in January 2012, joining the

Patrol during the agency’s 75th Anniversary year.
Hiring a recruit class would not have been possible,

had it not been for the receipt of a federal grant. In May,
the Patrol submitted a request for grant funding for a recruit
class through the Federal Edward J. Byrne Memorial  Justice
Assistance Grant Program (JAG). The Patrol was notified
that the grant was awarded to the agency in June. 

Applications for this new recruit class were accepted
from June 24 through July 29. The Patrol received 534
applications for the class, which was a very large number
considering the expedited timeline with shortened appli-
cation period. 

On Saturday, August 13, 225 applicants arrived at the
Training Academy to take the written exam. Ninety-six
 people passed the written exam and proceeded on to the
one and a half mile run and the body mass index (BMI)
test. The potential trooper recruits underwent polygraph
exams at the end of August. 

The group will now go through background investiga-
tions, interviews, physical agility testing, and  psychological
tests. Upon successful completion of these phases, a con-

ditional offer of employment will be made. A final offer of
employment will be extended contingent on a secondary
background and the physical agility test. The new recruits
will report to the Training Academy on January 4, 2012 to
begin 22 weeks of training. At this point, there are plans
to hire a minimum of 12 new troopers.

The grant received was awarded through the Kansas
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (KCJCC) under the
Governor’s Grants Program, which provides the adminis-
trative oversight. The program administers funds to orga-
nizations that aim to enhance the criminal justice system,
improve public safety, support crime victim services, and

New Troopers to Join KHP Ranks

more ➤
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drug and violence prevention programs. With retirements,
promotions, and short-staffing in many areas of the state,
these new troopers will come at a welcome time. The Patrol
prides itself in the assistance it offers to local agencies. 
Hiring additional troopers will not only enhance the KHP’s
ability to assist other agencies, but provide much needed
law enforcement coverage throughout the state. 

Traditionally the Patrol has hired two recruit classes
per year, but due to budgetary constraints, the agency has
not been able to maintain that practice. In August 2010,

20 troopers graduated from the Highway Patrol Academy,
and they were the first class trained since December 2008.

Since 2008 the following classes have graduated from
the Academy:

Class #47 May 2008 13 troopers
Class #48 December 2008 10 troopers
Class #49 August 2010 20 troopers

3 years 43 troopers
❑
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By Sergeant Matt Trahan

On May 9th I began a 4 day, 300[
mile bicycle ride called the
Police Unity Tour. This is an

an  nual ride held in conjunction with
the Police Week festivities in Wash-
ington, DC. Hundreds of current and
retired law enforcement officers along
with survivors depart from different
parts of the country to converge on
Washington, DC, on May 12 at the
National Law Enforcement Memorial.
The group I rode with, Chapter 1,

departed from East Hanover, NJ, in the
early hours of that Monday morning.
The ultimate goal of this ride is to
memorialize those law enforcement

officers who paid the ultimate sacri-
fice for us all. The motto of the ride is
a noble one – “We ride for those who
died.” Another goal of this ride is to

Police Unity Tour, National Law
Enforcement Memorial

Louisiana

 033-080 Alaska-WV  26/01/12  2:51 PM  Page 50



NATIONAL TROOPER

NATIONAL TROOPERS COALITION 51

raise money to help with the  expenses
and upkeep of the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial. This year,
with the number of riders estimated
to have exceeded 1,200, the Police Unity
Tour raised a record $1.5 million.

Each rider rides in memory of a
law enforcement officer who was killed
in the line of duty. A metal bracelet
with that particular officer’s name,
agency, and end of watch inscribed on
it is presented to the rider before the
ride begins. As soon as it is received,
the rider puts that bracelet on and does
not take it off until attending the Candle -
light Vigil the night of arrival in DC.
If present at the Candlelight Vigil, each
rider will locate the surviving family
members and present them with the
bracelet of their loved one to keep.
While most riders opt to be given an
officer to ride in memory of  randomly,
one can also select a certain officer or
officers to ride for.

This year, as S/T Duane Dalton’s
name was being added to the  National
Law Enforcement Memorial Wall, it
was an extreme honor for me to ride
in his memory. In addition to S/T  Dalton,
I also had the honor of riding in  memory
of Major Timothy Bergeron (Terrebonne
Parish Sheriff’s Office), who was also
killed in the line of duty here in Houma,

LA. When we arrived in DC, I began
trying to coordinate a meeting with S/T
Dalton’s wife Charissa, his three sons
Tyler, Nicholas, and Jacob, and his par-
ents Sonny and Connie  Dalton through
Captain Chris  Guillory of Troop D.
While waiting to meet his family, I had
the pleasure of meeting two other rid-
ers from the Police Unity Tour who had
also ridden in honor of S/T Dalton. With
the help of Captain Guillory, all three
of us were able to meet his family at
the conclusion of the Candlelight Vigil.
Throughout the ride we constantly
looked down at those bracelets to remem-
ber why we were participating in this
cause, but it didn’t hit me until we met
with S/T Dalton’s family. I was so hum-
bled and proud to meet and speak with
them. Being that three of us rode in
honor of S/T Dalton, each of his sons
received a bracelet to remember their
father, our friend, and our hero. Watch-
ing Tyler, Nicholas, and Jacob quickly
put their father’s bracelet on their wrist
was just like I was told it would be by
veteran riders, very emotional. I think
sometimes we tend to get complacent
in our positions as we get on with our
careers, but that night is when it hit
me again. I felt so proud to be a part
of this incredible organization. Meet-
ing with S/T Dalton’s wife, sons, and

parents was an honor I will never for-
get. I would like to thank S/T Dalton’s
wife  Charissa, his three sons Tyler,
Nicholas, Jacob, and his parents Sonny
and Connie not only for their sacrifice,
but also for allowing me the privilege
to meet with them that night. I would
also like to thank Captain Chris Guil-
lory of Troop D for helping me to meet
with the  Daltons upon our arrival in
DC, and Captain Darrin Naquin of
Troop C for his support and for allow-
ing me to  participate in this life chang-
ing event. It seems that whenever any-
one hears of this cause they were will-
ing to help out in any way they can. If
it were not for the friends and organi-
zations  listed below, none of this would
have happened. Because of this, I would
like to thank Mr. Jimmy and Mrs. Gail
 Martin (B & J Martin, Inc.), Dr. Raul
Doria M.D., Mr. Chris Trahan, Mr. Kevin
 Serrin, Mr. Donald “Red” and Mrs. Judy
Trahan, Mr. William and Mrs. Ellan
Murray, Mr. Ralph D. Mitchell Jr., Mr.
Clint Austin, Mr. Ed and Mrs. Lauren
Ide, U-Drop Packing & Shipping of
Houma, LA, The Troop C Troopers
Association, and the Louisiana State
Troopers Association. Please, each and
every day, before you leave for work
and after you return, kiss your loved
ones. ❑

Louisiana, cont.
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By First Sergeant Christopher Sasse

Each year dozens of troopers, offi-[
cers, and civilian commercial 
vehicle enforcement personnel

gather to compete in the North Ameri -
can Inspector’s Championship (NAIC).
Formerly known as the “Challenge,”
NAIC was first held in Denver,  Colorado
in 1993. The event takes place each
year in conjunction with the  American
Trucking Association’s National Truck
Driving Championship. This year, the
championship was held in Orlando,
Florida from August 8th through the
13th. Fifty-four contestants from as far
away as the Mariana Islands gathered
to compete in a quest to become the
“Grand Champion.”

NAIC recognizes the work done
by those whose primary job function
is that of a commercial vehicle safety
inspector. The event is not just a com-
petition, rather a partnership designed
to promote uniformity in commercial
vehicle enforcement throughout North
America that contributes to highway
safety. NAIC provides enforcement

personnel training on the latest tech-
nology and regulations while allowing
roadside officers to share experiences
and ideas with others who share  similar
job responsibilities. NAIC is sponsored
by the Commercial Vehicle Safety
Alliance (CVSA), Federal Motor  Carrier
Safety Administration (FMCSA), and
multiple trucking industry partners. 

Contestants are judged in the fol-
lowing six categories: North American
Standard Level I Inspection, North
American Standard Level I Inspection
Procedure, North American Standard
Hazmat Inspection, North American
Standard Cargo Tank/Other Bulk  Package
Inspection, North American Standard
Level V Motorcoach Inspection, and
the North American Standard Out-of-
Service Criteria Exam. 

On Saturday August 13th, FMCSA
Administrator Ann Ferro joined CVSA
President and California Highway Patrol
Captain Steve Dowling in announcing

the award winners. John Sova of the
North Dakota Highway Patrol was the
recipient of the Jimmy K. Ammons
Grand Champion Award for the  highest
overall score. 

The Maryland State Police was
repre sented by Trooper First Class Bob
Iman of the Commercial Vehicle Enforce-
ment Division (CVED). TFC Iman placed
1st in the North American Out-of-Ser-
vice Criteria Exam, 2nd in the North
American Standard Level I Inspection,
3rd in the North American Standard
Level V Motorcoach Inspection, and
4th in the North American Standard
Hazmat/Cargo Tank/Other Bulk Pack-
age Inspections. In addition, he placed
3rd overall in the competition. 

Like John Sova, this was TFC Iman’s
third year competing in the event. TFC
Iman was chosen to represent Mary-
land after placing 1st in the Maryland
State Inspector’s Competition spon-
sored by the Motor Carrier Division
of the State Highway Administration.
TFC Iman has placed 1st in Maryland’s
competition in 2008, 2010, and 2011.
F/Sgt. Holly Barrett, CVSI Glen Kerr,
CVSI Donald Woodal, and CVSI Steve
Kirkwood are among others who have
previously represented the Maryland
State Police at NAIC. 

Congratulations to TFC Iman for
representing the men and women of the
Maryland State Police so proudly and
to all Troopers nationwide who keep the
highways in the United States safe. ❑
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Maryland

2011 North American Inspector’s
Championships

TFC Iman Level 1 brake inspection.

TFC Iman at Level 1 HazMat test.

Group Picture: Ann Ferro (FMCSA  Administrator),
Officer Derek Canard (Arkansas Highway Police),
Trooper John Sova (North Dakota Highway Patrol),
TFC Bob Iman (Maryland State Police), Captain
Steve Dow ling (CVSA President / California 
Highway Patrol).

The Parade of Champions.

TFC Bobby Iman by MSP Command Bus.
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By Sergeant John M. Collura
Firearms Training Unit

SP Academy

Unless you’ve been living under[
a rock (which after reading this,
you may decide is a tempting

alternative), you can’t but have noticed
the “Occupy” movement which has in -
vaded many major cities across the coun-
try. Watching the news, there is limited
accurate information about “why” Wall
Street or anyplace else for that matter is
being occupied. With seemingly every
rabble-rouser, anarchist and nutcase
who’s joined the party to air their own
petty and personal grievances looking
for their 15 minutes, the networks seem
only too interested in reporting the sen-
sational, such as confrontations between
the protesters and the police. Regardless
of whether there’s a legitimate reason
to be occupied, this month’s letter is
focused solely on what this movement
will mean to us.

First, a little contemporary  history.
As we all should remember, in  February
this year Egypt’s former government,
led by then President Hosni Mubarak,
fell after almost a month of non-stop
occupation and protests in Tahrir Square
in Cairo. Regardless of the Egyptian
protesters demands, the righteousness
of their cause or the lack of support
for Mubarak from the outside world,
the biggest reason the revolution suc-
ceeded is because the people the govern -
ment relied on for self-preservation,
namely the police and military, could
not or would not oppose the  protesters.
There was literally no one to stop them
and at a certain point Mubarak went
from president to prisoner. Back here
at home, the political will in many cities
to oppose the Occupiers is faltering or
non-existent. Will America go the way
of the Arab Spring? 

Case in point, Oakland, California
(which is just a stone’s throw from the

liberal haven of San Francisco), which
may be suffering from an inability to
learn from Egypt’s recent history. The
city’s Mayor, Jean Quan, a former ‘60s
protester herself, sent the police in
after protesters who had invaded the
city hall plaza refused orders to leave.
On October 25th, the police depart-

ment successfully restored order and
evicted the protesters. However, a now
viral video of this event is being suc-
cessfully used as a propaganda tool by
the Occupiers. During the eviction, a
protester, who coincidentally was later
identified as an Iraqi war vet, was unfor-
tunately injured. The claim of “police
brutality” must have scared the city
witless as the next day, the Occupiers
moved back into the plaza unmolest-
ed, reportedly on order of the mayor.
Mayor Quan (who suddenly distanced
herself from the police department),
went so far as to visit the injured pro-
tester in the hospital, shook his hand,
apologized and promised an investi-
gation. Needless to say, the rank and
file of the Oakland Police are mighty
peeved. Strangely absent from most
news reports regarding the eviction is
the fact that the injured protester was
at the front line of the protest and
remained there despite being told to

leave or face arrest. Watching the video,
one can see protesters throwing tear
gas canisters back towards the police
and hear angry voices challenging the
officers. Not quite the “peaceful march”
being peddled by the Occupy people.
In the absence of any political back-
bone, can anyone blame the police
department if they (like the Egyptian
authorities), don’t feel much like con-
fronting the protesters anymore? 

Here in the Northeast, my sense
is that most large city mayors are  hoping
that the winter will force many of Occu-
piers to go home. Ain’t gonna happen.
Make no mistake, the Occupy people,
while appearing a ragtag bunch seem
to be fairly well organized. Go to their
web site and see what they’re doing
about the approaching cold weather.
They’re preparing for the long haul
and a difficult winter will be a badge
of honor to any of these squatters. 
And honor is something people will
fight for. 

I don’t know what will happen re -
garding Occupy Boston, but what I do
know is that these people do not appear
to be going away anytime soon. My
own personal belief is that after Elec-
tion Day (which at this writing is tomor-
row), decisions will begin to be made.
What remains to be seen is if the MSP
will have any part to play. Regardless
of who goes in, hopefully Mayor Quan
doesn’t have any admirers in Massa-
chusetts because any confrontation
with these people has the potential to
be messy. As I mentioned earlier, gas
grenades will be thrown both ways. It
might not be a bad idea to pull that
funny green bag out of your trunk and
see if the stuff inside still works. 

Consider this letter a warning to
prepare for any upcoming “Occupa-
tional” hazards scheduled for another
day.

❑

Massachusetts

As I was Saying

I don’t know what will
happen regarding Oc -
cupy Boston, but what
I do know is that these
people do not appear
to be going away any -
time soon.
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By Tom Neff, Associate Editor

When Should You Shoot a Cop?[  
This is the question asked by 
the author of a pamphlet that

was found at the scene of a recent protest
called “Occupy Phoenix.”

By now, most of you have heard
of the “Occupy __________ (fill in the
blank: Boston, Wall Street, etc.)” crowd.
For those of you who haven’t, it’s a
mixture of anarchists, socialists, and
others with way too much time on their
hands, and the single unifying char-
acteristic they share is that they are all
apparently jobless (who else but the
unemployed have time to travel around
the country protesting every day?). And
they’re not even sure what they’re pro -
testing about, as is evidenced by the
myriad interviews given by some among
them who seem either divided (or down-
right confused) about the nature of the
protest itself. One said, for example,
that they’re protesting “corporate greed,”
another stated that “bank charges” brought
out his anger, while still  another said,
“Hey, man, I’m just trying to  figure out
how to be a human being.”

At the recent “Occupy Phoenix”
demonstration in Arizona, the pamph -
let mentioned above was found by a
Maricopa County Deputy Sherriff and
describes in detail why and under what
circumstances you should “shoot a cop.”
A redacted version of that pamphlet is
printed here for your edification:

When Should You Shoot A Cop?

That question, ev en w ithout an
answer, makes most “law-abiding
taxpayers” go into knee-jerk con-
niptions. The indoctrinated masses
all race to see who can be first, and
loudest to proclaim that it is NEVER
okay to forcibly  resist “law enforce-
ment.” In doing so, they  also inad-
vertently demonstrate why so much
of human history  has been plagued
by  ty ranny  and oppression. In an

ideal world, cops would do nothing
except protect people from thieves
and attackers, in which case shoot-
ing a cop would never be justified.
In the real world, however, far more
injustice, violence, torture, theft, and
outright murder has been commit-
ted IN THE NAME of “law enforce-
ment,” than has been committed in
spite of it. To get a little perspective,
try  watching a documentary or two
about some of the atrocities  com -
mitted by  the regimes of Stalin, or
Lenin, or Chaiman Mao, or Hitler,
or Pol Pot, or any number of other
ty rants in  history. Pause the film
when the jackboots are about to herd
innocent people into  cattle cars, or
gun them down as they stand on the
edge of a ditch, and THEN ask your-
self the question, “When should you
shoot a cop?” Keep in mind, the evils
of those regimes were committed in
the name of “law enforcement.” And
as much as the statement may make
people cringe, the history  of the
human race would have been a lot
LESS gruesome if there had been a
lot MORE “cop-killers” around to
deal with the state mercenaries of
those regimes …

… Having been trained to feel
a blind loyalty  to the ruling class of
the particular piece of dirt they live
on (a.k.a. “patriotism”), and having
been trained to believe that obedi-
ence is a virtue, the idea of forcibly
resisting “law enforcement” is  simply
unthinkable to many. Literally, they
can’t even THINK about it. And
humanity  has suf fered horribly
because of it. It is a testament to the
effectiveness of authori tarian indoc-
trination that literally   billions of
 people throughout history  hav e
begged and screamed and cried in
the face of authoritarian injustice
and oppression, but only  a tiny
 fraction have ever lifted a finger to
 actually  try  to STOP it …

… If politicians think that they
have the right to impose any “law”
they  want, and cops have the atti-
tude that, as long as it’s called “law”,
they  will enforce it, what is there
to prevent complete ty ranny? Not
the consciences of the “law-makers”
or their hired thugs,  ob viously. And
not any  election or  petition to the
politicians. When ty rants define
what counts as “law”, then by  defini -
tion it is up to the “law- breakers” to
 combat tyranny.

Pick any  example of abuse of
power, whether it is the fascist “war
on drugs,” the police thuggery that
has become so common, the  random
stops and searches now routinely  
carried out in the name of “ security”
(e.g., at airports, “border checkpoints”
that aren’t even at the border, “ sobriety
checkpoints,” and so on), or anything
else. Now ask yourself the uncom-
fortable question: If it’s wrong for
cops to do these things, doesn’t that
imply that the people have a right to
RESIST such actions? Of course, state
mercenaries don’t take kindly to being
resisted, even non-violently. If you
question their right to detain you,
interrogate you, search you, invade
your home, and so on, you are very
likely  to be tasered, physically  as -
saulted, kidnapped, put in a cage, or
shot. If a cop decides to treat you like
livestock, whether he does it “ legally”
or not, you will usually  have only
two options:  submit, or kill the cop.
You can’t resist a cop “just a little”
and get away with it. He will always
call in more of his fellow gang mem-
bers, until you are subdued or dead.

Basic logic dictates that y ou
either have an obligation to LET
“law enforcers” have their way with
you, or you have the right to STOP
them from  doing so, which will
almost always require killing them.
(Politely  asking fascists to not be
 fascists has a very poor track record.)
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Consider the recent Indiana Supreme
Court ruling, which declared that if
a cop tries to ILLEGALLY enter your
home, it’s against the law for you to
do anything to stop him. Aside from
the patent absurdity  of it, since it
amounts to giving thugs with badges
PERMISSION to “break the law,”
and makes it a CRIME for you to
defend yourself against a  CRIMINAL
(if he has a badge), consider the logi -
cal ramifi cations of that attitude.

It has always been fascinating to
me how some people (even educated
ones) come to such ridiculous conclu-
sions; equally as fascinating has been
the extent to which some outside of
our profession can be so egregiously
wrong and so incredibly misinformed
about how the police profession  operates
—to say nothing of an uncanny igno-
rance of the law and the (very narrow)
parameters it places on police conduct.
So confusing is this to me that I ulti-
mately have to consider the distinct
possibility that the nit-wits who write
material such as that above are not
really misinformed at all, but merely
hell bent on misinforming others—or
at least those stupid enough to believe
the misinformation, which,  apparently,
is a lot of people.

Many of you reading this get into
your cars each day to go to work, only
after kissing your children and spouse
goodbye. And these are the same chil-
dren to whom you read a bedtime story
the night before; the same spouse with
whom, after the story, and with the
kids fast asleep, you sat on the couch
talking about plans for an addition on
the house, or maybe another addition
to the family itself. Maybe you thumbed
through a pile of bills and wondered
how you were going to juggle  expenses
properly to pay them all this month;
maybe you watched a Patriots or a Red
Sox game and were annoyed when they
lost or elated when they won; maybe
you spent a quiet evening reading
Charles Dickens or Stephen King.

In this, maybe you were just like
most other Americans: happy some-

times, sad sometimes, indifferent some-
times—but in any event, just trying to
scratch out an existence, trying to be
a good parent and spouse. 

And here’s the part I don’t under-
stand: for the idiots among the “ Occupy”
crowd—and a hundred other groups
like them—somewhere between kiss-
ing your children goodnight and step-
ping into your cruiser to go out on
patrol, you undergo a most amazing
transformation: you somehow become
the personification of evil, identifying
with mass murderers such as Stalin,
Hitler and Pol Pot. Somehow you become
part of the collective evil that defines
law enforcement (in the eyes of these
people). You are no longer an  individual,
but are now part of a wicked “hive
mind” that has no other goal but to
enslave those who submit and murder
those who do not. 

A cursory reading of the above
quoted pamphlet makes it  abundantly
clear that, to some, you and I are agents
of the purest form of evil, and that they
are morally justified to shoot us—and
to kill us—under certain conditions.
The author of the above pamphlet
(anonymous, of course) states:

Basic logic dictates that you either
hav e an obligation to LET “law
enforcers” have their way with you,
or you have the right to STOP them
from doing so, which will almost
always require killing them.

I’m not sure, given the context of
the rest of the text, that this author has
even the remotest idea what logic is,

for he fails miserably in supporting his
argument, either logically, or in any
other way. And the pamphlet itself is
little more than an uneducated screed
by someone with a less than tenuous
grasp on the real world. 

As such, do we as police officers
ignore a document such as this one? Do
we dismiss it out of hand for the silli-
ness that it is? Obviously not, because
for every deluded soul out there  writing
this kind of thing, there’s at least one
other, even more deluded soul who’s will-
ing to believe it—take it to heart, even.
So, as always, you must be on your guard. 

But as for me—I look toward a
speedily approaching retirement day,
and when I’m not at work “oppress-
ing the masses,” I’ll spend my time
thinking about my grandson, Dylan:
when he will take his first step, when
he will learn to say “Papa.” I will spend
hours each day wondering whether his
deep blue eyes can get any bluer—or
any bigger; I will wonder what the
future holds for him, and whether I’ll
be around to see him grow to man-
hood; I’ll dream about whether his life
will have an impact on the world, and
I’ll pray that it does. 

I will look forward anxiously to
when he comes home to visit for the
holidays, to feeling his tiny fingers in
my calloused old palm, to holding him
in my arms as he falls asleep while I
tell him stories of bunny rabbits and
dragons and the little train that could.

That’s where my heart is. And I
suspect most of your hearts lie in simi -
lar places, warmed by the love of  family
and friends, which love provides for
you a refuge from the terrible things
you see, and a respite from the stress
and strain of knowing that there are
those who hate you and wish you dead
merely because of what you are. 

Living with this—and doing the job
you do every day—is what makes this
profession different than any other on
earth.

As such, comparatively few can do
what you do, and this makes you unique.

In the same way, it also makes you
special! ❑

Massachusetts, cont.

Many of you reading
this get into your cars
each day to go to work,
only after kissing your
children and spouse
goodbye.
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From the Spring 2010 issue of 
Minnesota Trooper

An investigation into what some[
have called the largest motor 
vehicle dealer fraud in U.S.  history

began in spring of 2009, when Sergeant
Jonathan Ferris, District 2400’s assistant
district investigator, became aware of
complaints from numerous customers
of various Denny Hecker automobile
dealerships in the Twin Cities. The com-
plainents alleged that they could not
obtain certificates of titles or license plates
for vehicles they had purchased from
these dealerships. 

Sergeant Ferris obtained the approval
of his district commander and opened
an investigation. He quickly learned
that the number of victims in this case
was far greater than he had originally
believed. In addition to the title and
plate issues, some customers had  traded
in vehicles as part of a new vehicle
purchase, and that the existing liens
on the trade-ins had not been paid off.
This left the victims in the unenviable
position of continuing to make  payments
on a vehicle they no longer owned, in
addition to their new  vehicle, or stop-
ping the payments on the  trade-in
 vehicle with the knowledge that their
credit rating would suffer  significantly. 

Sergeant Ferris realized that the
scope of the problem was far greater
than one district could deal with, and
he pushed for a task force of repre-
sentatives from different State Patrol
districts and sections. Colonel  Dunaski
approved the idea in May. In addition
to Ferris, the task force consisted of:
Sergeants Mat Hodapp and Darren
 Juntunen of Investigative Services;
Sergeant Brad Smith of District 2200,
Mankato; Lieutenant Sean Meagher of
District 2600, St. Cloud; and Captain
Jay Swanson of Central Headquarters.

Colonel Dunaski also authorized the
temporary hiring of retired Brad  Ferris
and Harry Berg, both former Motor
Vehicle Crime Task Force sergeants,
and Holly Zelinsky in a support staff
role, previously a State Patrol  employee
at the Flight Section and at Central
Headquarters. 

This newly formed group was for-
tunate to be offered office and evidence
storage space at the Bureau of  Criminal
Apprehension headquarters in St. Paul.
They quickly got to work  interview -
ing victims and investigating the  cir -
cumstances surrounding each vehicle
purchase. 

Captain Swanson said, “It didn’t
take us long to find out why the  victims
hadn’t received certificates of titles or
license plates. That part was pretty
simple: the victims had paid the taxes
and fees to the dealerships, and the
dealerships failed to pay those over to
the state. 

“Similarly with the liens on the
trade-in vehicles, the dealerships were
supposed to pay off those liens and
they didn’t. The questions that took
much longer to answer were why this
happened, who had knowledge of what
was going on, and who was  responsible.” 

On June 17, 2009, troopers on this
task force were joined by troopers from
District 2800 (Brainerd), District 2600
(St. Cloud), District 2500 (West Metro)
and District 2400 (East Metro) as well
as agents from the Internal Revenue
Service’s Criminal Investigation  Division,
the Drug Enforcement Administration,
the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension, the Crow Wing and
Washington County Sheriff’s Depart-
ments, and the Medina, St. Louis Park,
and Inver Grove Heights Police Depart-
ments. The large group executed search
warrants at six locations in  Minnesota
either owned or controlled by Dennis
Hecker: a palatial home on Cross Lake
near Brainerd, two large homes in
 Medina, automobile dealerships in 
Oak Park Heights and Inver Grove
Heights, and the headquarters for the
Hecker Automotive Group in St. Louis
Park. That evening, Twin Cities tele-
vision news showed troopers and agents
hauling enough boxes out of these loca-
tions to fill various trucks and vans. 

The investigation continued  quietly,
while television and newspaper reports
of Denny Hecker’s bankruptcy and
divorce cases made for weekly stories.
This all changed on February 10 when
a federal grand jury in Minneapolis
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 victims hadn’t re ceived
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returned an indictment charging  Dennis
Hecker and one of his former execu-
tives, Steven Joseph Leach, with one
count of conspiracy to commit wire
fraud and five counts of wire fraud. 
In addition, Hecker is also charged
with one count of money laundering.
If convicted, the defendants could
receive a maximum of twenty years in
prison on each count of wire fraud or
conspiracy to commit wire fraud. The
money laundering charge carries a
 maximum sentence of ten years in
prison if Hecker were to be convicted
of that charge. 

Captain Swanson said, “Our goal
from day one was to try to get some
measure of justice for the people of
Minnesota and Wisconsin who paid a
lot of money for vehicles at these dealer -

ships and found themselves wishing
they had never set foot in those places.
In many respects we have succeeded.
Because of the cooperation we have
received from the Driver and Vehicle
Services Division in Minnesota, and
the Wisconsin Department of Trans-
portation, nearly all of the victims now
have license plates and titles for their
vehicles. 

“Our second goal was to identify
and prosecute anyone who may have
committed a crime in connection with
this matter. The group that was as -
sembled to investigate this case is an
unbelievably dedicated group of pro-
fessionals from varied backgrounds.
In addition to the agencies that pro-
vided us with assistance on the day of
the search warrants, the BCA  continued

to provide much-needed technical
 support as well as sacrificing a signifi -
cant amount of office space so we could
continue to work. Agents from the IRS
Criminal Investigation Division and
the FBI have worked shoulder to
 shoulder with us every day, as have
two very hard working prosecutors
from the United States Attorney’s office.” 

Hecker and Leach return to  federal
court in Minneapolis on April 7 for
their next hearing in this case. They
are presumed innocent until such time
that they are convicted. 

Editor’s note: The above story  from
spring 2010 concluded in February 2011
when Hecker was sentenced to ten
years in prison and ordered to pay $31
million in restitution. ❑

Minnesota, cont.

O n August 1, 2011, Trooper Fred-
erick F. Guthrie Jr., 46, of  Platte
City, MO, and his Patrol K-9

Reed, were assigned to Missouri River
flood duty. They were working in the
area of Big Lake on Missouri Highway
118 at Missouri Highway 111 in Holt
County, MO, when they were appar-
ently swept away by swift flood water.
Trooper Guthrie joined the then Mis-
souri State Water Patrol on January 2,
1994, and transitioned to trooper with
the merger to the Highway Patrol Jan-
uary 1, 2011, where he has served in
the Water Patrol Division within Troop
A serving Platte County. 

On Tuesday August 2, 2011 at
approximately 6:25 p.m. K-9 Reed was
located in swift moving flood water
approximately 100 yards from where

Trooper Guthrie's Patrol truck and boat
were located. Trooper Guthrie's K-9,

Reed, was a five year veteran with the
Patrol.

On September 28, 2011 Colonel
Ron Replogle, superintendent of the
Missouri State Highway Patrol, regret-
fully announced the official death of
Trooper Frederick "Fred" F. Guthrie Jr.
This announcement followed the issu-
ance of Letters of Independent Admin-
istration by Platte County Associate
Circuit Judge, James Van Amburg to
Trooper Guthrie's spouse, Mrs. Teresa
Guthrie. Judge Van Amburg issued the
letters after hearing evidence and de -
claring that Trooper Guthrie was killed
in the line of duty on August 1, 2011. 

Troop H officers continue to search
daily for Trooper Guthrie's body. He
is believed to have drown, and is still
missing. ❑

Missouri

Trooper Frederick F. Guthrie Jr.

Trooper Frederick F. Guthrie Jr.
Badge #1322
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More than 400 current and[
  former Nebraska State Patrol 
troopers have filed a  federal

lawsuit challenging increases in what
they are required to pay into their pen-
sion plan. 

The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District
Court in Lincoln, alleges that  increases
to the contribution rate adopted by the
Legislature over the years were uncon-
stitutional. The troopers' contribution
rate jumped to 19 percent as of July 1—
an increase of 46 percent over the past
two years and more than doubling the
8 percent contribution rate of the mid-
1990s.

“Troopers ... place themselves in
dangerous situations daily to protect
and serve Nebraskans,” said Scott Black,
a member of the State Troopers Asso-
ciation of Nebraska. “Each and every
trooper is willing to lay down his or
her life on any given day, and in exchange,
we simply ask the state to keep the
promise it made to each of us when we
joined the force.”

Black said the average trooper is

now paying nearly $1,000 a month into
the retirement plan. They do not pay
into Social Security. 

The lawsuit was filed by Lincoln
attorneys Gary Young, Gary Nedved
and Joel Bacon on behalf of 423  current
and former troopers.

Young said Nebraska law says
 troopers have a vested contract right
in their retirement benefits.

“That retirement benefit cannot be
changed in a disadvantageous way to
the trooper without offsetting or coun-
terbalancing advantages,” Young said.
“Thus, when the Legislature required
increased contributions from an already
employed trooper, it violated the  trooper’s
contract rights.”

When hired, troopers are enrolled
in the Nebraska State Patrol Pension
System, a defined benefit pension plan
for employees by their own contribu-
tions and state appropriations.

In 1977, the troopers’ contribution
rate was set at 8 percent. It increased
to 10 percent in 1995, 11 percent in
1996, 12 percent in 2004, 13 percent

in 2007, 15 percent in 2009, 16 percent
in 2010 and 19 percent this year.

“At the outset of their employment,
the plaintiffs did not understand or
agree at any time that their retirement
pension would or could be changed in
terms of the percentages of monthly
salary contribution and/or whether addi-
tional contributions could be imposed
upon them,” the lawsuit says. “The
rights, duties, and liabilities of plain-
tiffs and the state of Nebraska con-
cerning the State Patrol Retirement Plan
are contractual.”

The lawsuit asks the court to set
the contribution rate for each trooper
to what it was when he or she was
hired.

Named as defendants in the law-
suit are Gov. Dave Heineman, state
Department of Administrative Services
Director Carlos Castillo, state  Treasurer
Don Stenberg and former state  Treasurer
Shane Osborn.

Attorney General Jon Bruning’s
office, which will defend the state against
the lawsuit, declined to comment. ❑
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T hroughout 2010 and 2011, Detective Sergeant Edward
J. Fallon #5348 continually demonstrated his abili-
ty to conduct outstanding and thorough investiga-

tions. As a member of the New Jersey State Police Fugitive
Unit assigned to the United States Marshal Service New
York and New Jersey Regional Fugitive Task Force, DSG
Fallon initiated seventy-two investigations leading to the
arrest of seventy-seven persons for a variety of offenses
ranging from possession of CDS and CDW to the arrest of
ten subjects wanted for murder or attempted murder. Two
particular cases highlight Detective Sergeant Edward J. Fal-
lon’s valor and fine investigative efforts. 

On January 15, 2011, Lakewood Police Officer Christo-
pher Matlosz was murdered while sitting in his patrol car.
A massive three day manhunt ensued. Involved were mem-
bers of local, county, state and federal law enforcement
agencies. Using intelligence-led policing techniques DSG
Edward J. Fallon was able to place the shooter at a resi-
dence in Camden, New Jersey. His tireless investigative
efforts directly lead to the arrest of Officer Matlosz’s mur-
derer.

Secondly, on July 21, 2011 DSG Fallon and members
of the U.S. Marshals task force were detailed to locate a
violent group which was involved in a four day crime spree
in Camden and Gloucester counties. During the month of
July 2011 Nequan Johnson and his accomplices were involved
in multiple home invasions. During the invasions Johnson
and his accomplices pistol whipped two males, shot one
male in the head and raped a female victim. Using intelli-
gence-led policing techniques the task force was able to
locate Johnson and his accomplices at a two story residence
in Camden City. The task force cleared the first floor and
placed Johnson’s accomplices in custody. As they made their
way to the second floor, they encountered Johnson in an
upstairs bedroom where he pulled a revolver. DSG Fallon
and the other task force member ordered Johnson to drop

his weapon. Johnson refused and they discharged their
weapons striking Johnson several times resulting in his
death. A subsequent ballistics examination revealed that
Johnson was attempting to fire his weapon during the
encounter but the ammunition had faulty primers. 

Detective Sergeant Edward Fallon’s valor, determina-
tion, and accomplishments are deserving of the honor of
being named “Trooper of the Year.” His actions are in the
finest traditions of the New Jersey State Police. Detective
Sergeant Fallon embodies the State Police core values of
Honor, Duty, and Fidelity. ❑

New Jersey

2011 New Jersey

Trooper of the Year Awards
Detective Sergeant Edward J. Fallon #5348
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By Thomas H. Mungeer, 
PBA President

A mong New York State  Troopers,[
it is known that while our 
brother and sister Troopers

may be gone, they will never be for-
gotten. In the past year the PBA, retired
members and the Division of State Police
helped ensure that a Trooper who died
from line-of-duty injuries in 1933 was
properly honored. 

The story of Trooper Thomas Leo
Corbett began more than a century ago.
Born on July 18, 1899 in Batavia, NY,
he was the only son of John and Cather-
ine Geary Corbett. His father, who had
emigrated from Ireland in 1882, was a
fireman on a locomotive for the New
York Central Railroad. Named Thomas
after his paternal grandfather, he went
by his middle name, Leo, for most of
his life and lived with his parents and
a half sister, Mary Elizabeth. Another
half sister, Alice, lived nearby with the
children’s uncle and aunt, Thomas and
Mary Farrell Corbett. This arrangement
was made after the death of the girls’
mother when they were very young.

Following graduation from high
school in Batavia where he was a stand-
out football player, Corbett became a
telegraph operator in Buffalo with the
New York Central Railroad. He fol-
lowed in the footsteps of his father and
uncles, Thomas and James Corbett,
who all worked for the railroad.  Corbett
stayed with his uncle James during his
time in Buffalo. During World War I,
Corbett served his country as a mem-
ber of the “Home Guards” service. 

On July 16, 1921, Corbett  decided
to forgo his railroad career and signed
on for a two-year enlistment with the
Department of State Police at Batavia.
He performed admirably and two years
later he was sent to the Third Session

of the Basic School and was one of seven
members of Troop A to graduate. Other
graduating members included  Troopers
Louis M. DiCarlo, Earle M. Gray, John
D. Krick, H.W. Smith, Herbert G. South-
worth and Augustus E. “Blizzard Gus”
Nelson. Corbett was eventually pro-
moted to Corporal on June 1, 1924 but
returned to the rank of Trooper some-
time later for unknown reasons. 

Where Corbett earned the  nickname
“Spike” is unknown but his comrades
started to call him “hard luck Spike”
following a couple of on-duty accidents
in which he was a passenger. One such
incident happened when he was escort-
ing Gov. Alfred E. Smith’s motorcade
through the Niagara frontier and the
motorcycle sidecar in which he was
riding struck a railing on a bridge on
the Lewistown-Youngstown Highway.
Corbett suffered a hip injury and the
loss of partial use of two fingers on one
hand in the mishap. He  eventually
returned to duty, but his nickname fore-
shadowed things to come. 

On Jan. 14, 1931, at  approximately
3:00 a.m. Troopers Corbett and William
T. Silage were returning to Batavia from
Rochester after a day’s furlough in
Silage’s Buick roadster. Corbett had
recently been assigned barracks duty
after many months patrolling in the
Lackawanna area. They were traveling
approximately four miles west of Avon
on the Avon-Caledonia Road when
another vehicle came around a curve
and at them at a high rate of speed.
Trooper Silage took evasive action by
swerving the car sharply but the icy
pavement caused the vehicle to skid
off the highway, tear through a guardrail
and down a 10-foot embankment, over-
turning. The other vehicle never stopped
and was never located. 

Although Trooper Silage received
cuts and bruises in the accident,  Trooper

Corbett was trapped beneath the wreck-
age. Silage, unable to extricate him,
went to a nearby farmhouse and tele-
phoned Lt. Gerald Vaine at the Lima
station. Troopers Devillo H. Chamber -
lain and Harley C. Robinson came to
the aid of their brother Troopers.  Corbett
was freed and taken to a local  physician’s
office in Avon and later transported to
Strong Memorial Hospital, where he
was admitted in serious condition with
a fractured spine and crushed pelvis.

A call went out that Trooper  Corbett
needed a blood transfusion. The seven
Troopers assigned to SP Lima all were
tested and fortunately, Devillo Cham-
berlain was a match. He donated a pint
to help save the life of his comrade and
it was reported that his condition was
“somewhat improved” following the
transfusion. 

The Batavia Times published the
following in its Thursday, Jan. 15, 1931
edition:

“The many friends of State Trooper
Thomas Leo Corbett were saddened
to learn of the latest accident with
which he has met. Trooper Corbett,
it is said, is known as the “hard luck”
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Almost Lost to History: The Line of 
Duty Death of Trooper Thomas L. Corbett

Trooper Thomas Corbett, at right, w ith two
unknown Troopers.
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member of Troop A. We, together
with his many friends, hope for his
ultimate and complete recovery.”

In March 1931, Corbett was trans-
ferred from Rochester to St. Jerome
Hospital in Batavia to be closer to his
family. It was reported that “his con-
dition is improving.” 

On Aug. 1, 1931, the Division of
State Police granted Thomas Corbett a
disability pension. Under 1923 legisla-
tion, Troopers unable to perform their
duties satisfactorily because of injuries
received on-duty would receive a dis-
ability “of not less than one-third nor
more than one-half of his salary” as
determined by a board consisting of
the Superintendent, the Attorney  General
and the State Comptroller. 

Corbett’s slow progress was com-
plicated by a kidney ailment that neces-
sitated an operation on June 30, 1933.
His health deteriorated rapidly after
the operation and he died at St. Jerome
Hospital at 12:30 p.m. on Aug. 13, 1933
at the age of 34. He was survived by
his parents and two half sisters. His
$6,000.00 estate was left to his parents. 

Trooper Thomas L. Corbett’s funer-
al was carried out with “impressive
semi-military rites” from his parents’
home to St. Joseph’s Church in Batavia
where he was laid to rest in the  cemetery.
Two platoons of Troopers commanded

by Sergeants J.W. Brandstetter and
Samuel Dunlop escorted the funeral
procession. The pall bearers included
Corporal P.J. Melody and Troopers H.L.
Chamber, John J. Chambers, C.J. Pasto,
R.R. Regan and Earl R. Wilkinson. 

Over the years, Thomas Corbett’s
memory began to fade. With no imme-
diate family to keep his memory alive,
Trooper Corbett became a footnote to
history. His father and mother passed
away in 1938 and 1947, respectively.
His half sister, Alice, died in 1935 and
his other half sister, Mary Elizabeth
 Bailey, died in 1977. Mary and her
 husband, Howard, had no children.
Corbett had first cousins but they even-
tually scattered to parts unknown. 

With the advent of police  memorials
on the national and state level and at
the New York State Police Academy
during the 1980s, names were resur-
rected from the annals of our history
to be included on such honorable and
sacred remembrances, but unfortu-
nately some names were overlooked. 

I first learned of Trooper Thomas
Corbett after reading retired Trooper
Albert S. Kurek’s 2005 book The  Troopers
Are Coming—New York State  Troopers
1917–1943. Kurek, the former PBA
Troop A Delegate and Vice President,
listed Trooper Corbett as being killed
in the line of duty. This piqued my inter-
est since I was in the midst of construct -
ing a Troopers PBA Memorial for the
PBA office and I knew that Trooper
Corbett’s name wasn’t among the “offi-
cial” State Police line-of-duty deaths. 

I began my own research and was
soon convinced that Corbett should be
formally recognized. I enlisted the help
of Kurek and retired Zone Sgt. Kevin
Kailbourne, and was able to obtain
enough documentation in order to  submit
a thorough argument to Division for
his inclusion. Kurek advised me that
he, too, had attempted the same thing
years before but was unsuccessful. 

I submitted a letter requesting his
inclusion to Acting Superintendent John
P. Melville in August 2010. Senior Investi -
gator Timothy D. Murphy was assigned
to the case and after an exhaustive inves-

tigation, released a memo stating the
following: 

Trooper THOMAS LEO CORBETT
died as the result of injuries  sustained
in an automobile accident in 1931.
… Years pass before his death yet
Troop A assembled two platoons of
troopers commanded by  sergeants
to give Division honors and a  burial
escort to this fallen comrade. This
very public ceremony  demonstrated
the honorable status and high regard
in which this member was held by
the Division of New York State Police
in 1933. He was not overlooked or
excluded from honors then. There-
fore I recommend that he be given
the same status as other members
recognized for their sacrifice and
inclusion on the Wall of Honor. 

State Police Superintendent Joseph
A. D’Amico agreed with this recom-
mendation, and Trooper Corbett’s  picture
was placed on the NYSP Academy’s
Wall of Honor. His name was also
engraved on the NYS Police Officers’
Memorial in Albany and was unveiled
at the May 10, 2011 ceremony. His
name will also be submitted for the
National Memorial and that  recognition
will most likely take place during next
year’s ceremonies. 

I would like to thank retired mem-
bers Al Kurek and Kevin Kailbourne,
Sr./Inv. Tim Murphy, Lt. Neely  Jennings,
Major Robin Benziger, Col. Frank Chris-
tensen, Col. John Melville and Super-
intendent Joe D’Amico for their help
in finally getting the recognition for
Trooper Thomas L. Corbett that he has
deserved after 78 years. ❑

New York, cont.

PBA President Tom Mungeer, Sr. Inv. Tim Mur-
phy and retired member Al Kurek at the 2011
NYS Police Memorial in Albany.

Trooper Thomas Leo “Spike” Corbett.

 033-080 Alaska-WV  26/01/12  2:51 PM  Page 63



“T roopers … have challenging,]
difficult, stressful and danger-
ous jobs. It is desired that law

enforcement officers be near perfect;
however, that is not a realistic  standard.”
Andreas Dietrich v. N.C. Highway Patrol,
2001 WL 34055881,  adopted by N.C.
State Personnel Commission. 

J. Michael McGuinness
The McGuinness Law Firm1

P.O. Box 952
2034 Highway 701 North,

Lakewood Plaza
Elizabethtown, North Carolina 28337

910-862-7087 Telephone
910-862-8865 Facsimile

Email: jmichael@mcguinnesslaw.com
www.mcguinnesslaw.com

Melvin L. Tucker
Criminal Justice Consultant2

5929 Fordland Drive
Raleigh, N.C. 27606

919-851-6860 Telephone
919-851-6861 Facsimile

Email: mtucker50@nc.rr.com
www.policeproceduresexpert.com

The following are 85 suggestions to
promote your survival as a Trooper.
These suggestions are a checklist of ideas
for information, but are not a substitute
for legal advice and counsel when issues
arise. Legal advice should be obtained
at the earliest hint of  possible trouble.

1. There are numerous potential legal
adversaries who may investigate,
charge, prosecute, sue or otherwise
challenge Troopers: anti-Trooper
interest groups, disgruntled arrestees,

the State Bureau of Investigation,
the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
the United States Department of
Justice and the Law Enforcement
Prosecutions section, the Special
Prosecutions Unit of the Attorney
General’s Office, the United States
Attorney, the local District  Attorney,
the Criminal Justice Education &
Training Standards Commission,
poli ticians, the news media,  Highway
Patrol Internal Affairs, and  others.
Troopers often have to deal with
several of these entities arising from
a single allegation.

2. Keep the contact phone numbers
of a well qualified police liability
counsel with you at all times. Obtain
legal advice early !

3. Protect yourself. Always be  prepared
to defend your life physically as
authorized by law. Always be pre-
pared to defend your career  legally
as authorized by law.

4. Sooner or later, you will likely be
the subject of a false, frivolous or
misleading complaint. Be knowl-
edgeable and ready in advance to
defend and defeat complaints.

5. Do not assume that a complaint will
not be serious or a “big deal.” Take
every complaint very seriously.

6. Be fully prepared to defend  yourself
at all times by being ready to assem-
ble a team of specialized advocates
to help if you are accused of  criminal
conduct, an alleged policy or other
violation.

7. Plan in advance of who you will
call in the event of a criminal inves-

tigation, a critical incident or sig-
nificant allegation of misconduct.

8. Do not throw away your constitu-
tional, civil and other legal rights
by waiver or the failure to timely
assert these rights.

9. Have at least two family members
designated for contact in the event
of a critical incident or emergency.
Know who you can depend upon
to deal with posting bond if you are
criminally charged and securing
legal counsel.

10. Know and properly perform your
job functions and duties. Know the
operational protocols of your  position.

11. Know every aspect of your agency
policy manual. Keep an extra copy
of your policy manual with you at
all times, on and off duty.

12. Study your agency policy manual
regularly. Keep all updates.

13. Stay abreast of relevant develop-
ments in the law.

14. Do your best to comply with all
Patrol and State Personnel policy at
all times unless a true emergency
necessitates deviation.

15. Undertake additional quality train-
ing and keep complete records of
your training.

16. The use of force is a critically impor-
tant aspect of effective law enforce-
ment. Troopers must be versed in
use of force law including the con-
trolling statutes in your jurisdiction.

17. You must know the law in order for
you to be in compliance. For a
detailed overview, see McGuinness,
A Primer On North Carolina and
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The Legal Trooper: How To Stay 
Out of Trouble and Be Ready To Defend Yourself

1 The McGuinness Law Firm concentrates in the representation of Troopers and law enforcement officers in virtually all types of police legal 
disputes. The firm provides trial and appellate advocacy, consulting to officer and police associations, research, education programs and 
specialized advocacy for law enforcement officers. These ideas are gleaned from experience in advising, counseling and representing hundreds
of law enforcement officers and Troopers since 1984. 

2 Retired Chief Melvin L. Tucker is a law enforcement expert witness, consultant and trainer.  He began his career as an FBI agent in 1969. 
After retiring as Chief of Police in Tallahassee, Florida, Chief Tucker has been involved in all types of police liability litigation including work 
on behalf of Troopers.  

This paper is not legal advice, and is submitted only for limited educational use. Copyright 2011. All Rights Reserved.
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Federal Use of Force Law; Trends In
Fourth Amendment Doctrine, Qual-
ified Immunity; and State Law Issues,
31 Campbell Law Review 431
(2009).See http://law.campbell.edu/
lawreview/articles/31 3 431.pdf.

18. When a death results from police
use of force, you must be prepared
for a different kind of the most
intense and protracted wrath. Deaths
from police use of force present
complex investigative and  advocacy
issues. See Melvin Tucker, Dr. Henry
Lee, Dr. Cyril Wecht and D.P. Van
Blaricom, Prevention of Officer
Involved Deaths (2010, CRC Press).

19. Be specifically familiar with your
agency’s conduct, performance and
personnel policies.

20. Keep your personal police  equipment
in proper functioning order and
timely report any defects or  problems.

21. Report apparent misconduct imme-
diately to the appropriate  authority.
Seek legal advice if it is not clear
who is the appropriate authority.

22. Do not consume any alcohol the
day before any shift. Do not risk
having residual effects of alcohol
in your body or on your breath.

23. When taking prescribed medica-
tion, read and comply with all instruc-
tions. Make sure that you know the
potential side effects of your medi -
cines. Do not exceed your prescribed
dosage. 

24. Seek advice from your physician if
you have any question about your
own fitness for duty or any medi -
cal issue.

25. If you have any doubt about your
fitness for duty, seek leave. You
must be completely fit for service.

26. Follow all lawful orders of superi-
ors unless there is a true emergency
or other exigent circumstances which
requires deviation.

27. Following an incident where you
may become an accused, such as
use of force, do not volunteer any
statements to anyone. Await a  proper
order from a supervisor.

28. As soon as you learn that you are
the subject of any internal affairs

inquiry, immediately obtain legal
advice and counsel.

29. Wherever possible, thoroughly pre-
pare for all internal affairs inter-
views. Anticipate the questions. Be
completely ready to answer and
explain everything. Refresh your
recollection with any written state-
ment and other evidence. A  poorly
delivered internal affairs interview
may doom your entire career.

30. If subjected to any pressures, sub-
tle or otherwise, in an internal 
affairs interview, confer with 
counsel and immediately report the
pressures through appropriate 
channels. If subjected to any inap-
propriate tactics, consider request-
ing ap propriate relief following 
consultation with counsel. Resist
intimidation.

31. When preparing written statements,
always prepare a draft and analyze
it before preparing the final state-
ment. Make sure that your final
submitted statement is complete,
true and accurate. Seek counsel if
you have questions.

32. Make sure that all verbal and  written
statements that you provide are
complete, accurate and true.  Provide
a supplement or modification when
necessary.

33. Be truthful at all times. If you  realize
that you have made any significant
error in any communications,  initiate
timely corrective action and make
sure that your corrective actions are
documented.

34. Be prepared to tape record any state-
ment that warrants recording, but
you must be compliant with state
and federal law and your agency
policy. Seek legal advice.

35. If contacted by a criminal investi-
gator about your conduct, inquire
generally about the nature of the
inquiry. If you are in any way a pos-
sible suspect or person of interest,
seek immediate legal advice before
making any statement. Do not allow
yourself to be pressured, influenced
or tricked into an immediate  waiver
of rights.

36. State Bureau of Investigation and
other criminal investigations into
Trooper involved shootings often
begin within minutes of the inci-
dent; be ready to immediately obtain
counsel and defend your interests
prior to making statements to crim-
inal investigators. Get your help to
the scene and to you to  immediately
begin investigating and evaluating.
Do not delay.

37. A federal criminal investigation may
soon follow the state investigation.
Seek legal counsel and advice before
interviewing or providing evidence
to the Federal Bureau of Investi -
gation or the U.S. Department of
 Justice. There are federal statutes
that govern statements of  witnesses
or suspects, and there are criminal
penalties.

38. Make sure that you invoke your
Garrity rights by timely asserting
those rights before you make a 
state ment to your employer follow -
ing an order or request that you pro-
vide a statement.

39. Following a critical incident or a
complaint involving you, await an
order by a supervisor before  making
a responsive statement. Do not volun -
teer statements to investigators or
you will likely lose Garrity  protection.

40. Insert a protective Garrity rights
invocation on each use of force re -
port, otherwise, the use of force report
may be used against you  criminally.

41. Safeguard and invoke your consti-
tutional and civil rights to protect
your interests.

42. Seek legal advice at the earliest 
possible opportunity upon notice
of any impending personnel, con-
duct or other dispute with legal
implications.

43. Never attempt to self lawyer or self-
medicate. Find and use an experi-
enced specialist for your legal and
medical needs. He who is his own
lawyer has a fool for a client.

44. After any complaint or critical inci-
dent, document your position and
course of action. Be prepared to
defend yourself.

North Carolina, cont.
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45. Stay away from the news media,
and do not speak to them if they
inquire about your conduct. Do not
give any press release or statement.

46. Show complete respect for all super-
visors, all other co-employees and
everyone within the criminal jus-
tice system.

47. Always be professional, even when
being mistreated.

48. Avoid risk by avoiding significant
associations with persons who have
engaged in criminal activity.

49. Do not hesitate to seek  professional
counseling to help with legal, per-
sonnel, emotional, marital, finan-
cial or other problems.

50. Do not allow personal, family or
other problems to adversely affect
your performance or conduct. Seek
help early.

51. Protect the integrity and accuracy
of your personnel file. Periodically
review your official personnel 
file to ensure that documents have
not been inserted without your
 knowledge.

52. Keep copies of all documents that
relate to your employment and train-
ing. Keep all personnel and other
evaluations including HP-360s.

53. Keep a file all of your personnel,
certification, education, medical
and medication records.

54. Maintain compliance with all regu -
la tions of the Criminal Justice Educa -
tion & Training Standards Commis -
sion. Protect your law enforcement
certification.

55. Appropriately challenge any docu-
ment that mischaracterizes your
per formance or conduct. Seek coun-
sel regarding how to preserve your
rights. 

56. Develop a positive professional
 relationship with all judges in your
District and show complete respect
to all judges at all times, in and out
of the courtroom. Never publicly
criticize a judicial decision in any
case involving you or any other
member of the Patrol.

57. Develop a positive professional
working relationship with the Dis-

trict Attorney and Assistant District
Attorneys in your jurisdiction.

58. Develop and maintain a positive
relationship with your State  Senator
and State Representative.

59. Work hard; be productive; be rea-
sonable.

60. Do not use Patrol equipment or
property for personal use.

61. Never use your Patrol email for any
personal communications.

62. Never engage in any political activi -
ties while on the job.

63. Be careful of your off duty associa -
tions. Others can get you into  serious
trouble.

64. Stay out of strip bars.
65. Do not abuse alcohol.
66. Do not engage in illicit relationships.
67. Be respectful and professional with

all supervisors and colleagues.
68. Do not knuckle under to intimida-

tion or implied blackmail. Stand up
for yourself.

69. Do not allow co-workers to influ-
ence your objective decisionmak-
ing in a personnel dispute. Patrol
colleagues are not legal or  personnel
advisors. Do not unnecessarily put
them in the position of being a wit-
ness to comments by you relating
to an allegation or incident.

70. If an internal affairs investigation
starts, you cannot and must not con-
tact witnesses; your counsel must
guide that process with or without
a private investigator.

71. Be very careful when making any
changes to documents. Make sure
that such document changes are
appropriate, fully justified and docu -
mented.

72. Use your agency grievance policy
when appropriate after  consultation
with counsel. Develop grievances
carefully and precisely.

73. Do not make remarks that may con-
stitute harassment or intimidation.
Do not tell jokes that may offend
anyone.

74. Initiate recommendations for im -
provement of the Patrol.

75. Work to strengthen organized  Trooper
associational activity.

76. Never allow anyone to interfere
with your right to legal counsel.
However, the law in most jurisdic-
tions does not allow Troopers to
have legal counsel present during
internal affairs interviews unless
your agency policy authorizes coun-
sel. You are free to seek counsel
before such internal affairs inter-
views in order to best prepare. Seek
counsel immediately at the first hint
of possible trouble.

77. Fully prepare for the internal affairs
process as if it were a homicide case. 

78. Work to promote labor and civil
rights legislation to help Troopers
have basic human rights to work-
place safety, decency and fairness.

79. Work to promote the legal rights of
Troopers.

80. The Colonel of the Patrol has an
extremely difficult job. Give the
Colonel the benefit of any doubt.
Support the Colonel wherever pos-
sible and appropriate. Afford the
Colonel complete respect even when
you may disagree with some deci-
sions by the Colonel.

81. Become more politically active to
help advocate for more rights and
benefits for Troopers.

82. When in doubt about anything
 connected with your job, seek legal
advice as soon as possible.

83. A resignation may be your best
option where there is clear just cause
for termination and no legitimate
justification or other defense. Resig -
nations have many implications that
warrant careful analysis. Resigna-
tions may have advantages under
certain circumstances. 

84. Protect yourself legally. Keep your
guard up at all times. Do not be
intimidated by anyone.

CONCLUSION
85. Staying out of trouble and  protecting

your job requires consistent effort.
It requires awareness, education,
judgment and hard work to survive
as a Trooper. Invest in  associational
activities so that you and the next
generation of Troopers. ❑
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FIRST RECRUITS

The Pennsylvania State Police was[
created as an executive  depart -
ment of state government by 

Senate Bill 278, which was signed into
law by Governor Samuel W. Penny-
packer on May 2, 1905.

The Department became the first
uniformed police organization of its
kind in the United States and a model
for other state police agencies through-
out the nation. 

Opposition to the Department’s
creation was strong and persistent. Be -
cause organized labor and others feared

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania State Police History
that the State Police would be used as
a private army, the original comple-
ment was limited by law to 228 men.
They were to patrol  Pennsylvania’s
entire 45,000 square miles. The force
was divided into four Troops: 

• Troop A, Greensburg 
• Troop B, Wilkes-Barre 

(later moved to Wyoming) 
• Troop C, Reading 
• Troop D, Punxsutawney 

These brave men rode out on horse-
back to the four corners of the Common -
wealth to bring peace and order for the
citizens of the state. 

On Sept. 2, 1906, the first two 
State Policemen were killed in the line
of duty in Florence, Jefferson County.
 Privates John F. Henry and Private
Francis A. Zehringer were the first of
ninety three brave Troopers who have
laid down their lives rather than swerve
from the path of duty.

In 1910, the Pennsylvania State
Police received high praise from  Presi -
dent Theodore Roosevelt. He visited
the Wyoming Barracks and inspected
the Troop on August 10, 1910.

In February 1910, the state police
were called in to quell a disorder caused
by 6,000 employees of the  Philadelphia
Rapid Transit Company who had gone
out on strike. 3,300 members of the
Philadelphia City Police were unable

to control the widespread disorder that
ensued. The City requested the  National
Guard be called out but Governor  Stuart
said he would send in the State Police.
178 State Police on horseback lead by
Superintendent Groome road in to the
city. A number of arrests were made
during the first day … then quiet set in
to remain almost unbroken. 178 Pennsyl -
vania State Policemen were able to

more ➤

In 1910, the Pennsyl -
vania State Police
received high praise
from  Presi dent Theo -
dore Roosevelt. He
visited the Wyoming
Barracks and in spected
the Troop on August
10, 1910.
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accomplish what 3,300 Philadelphia
Police Officers could not. Said The
Philadelphia Ledger later “They rep-
resent no class or condition, no preju-
dice or interest, nothing but the sov-
ereign majesty of the law. Hostility to
them is hostility to the people”.

By 1919, the demand for additional
State Police units brought about the
first increase in complement, with the
authorized force upped to 415 men. 

The State Highway Patrol was
 created in 1923 within the Department
of Highways to enforce the vehicle laws
of Pennsylvania’s burgeoning highway
system. The same year saw the State
Police install the nation’s first statewide
police radio telegraph system. The sys-
tem remained operational until 1947.
A State Police Training School was
established on Cocoa Avenue in  
Hershey, Dauphin County, in 1924.
That training school would remain at
that site until 1960. The State High-
way Patrol secured the use of the Her-
shey Inn in Hershey to train Highway
Patrol recruits. 

The members of the State Police
and the State Highway Patrol merged
on June 29, 1937. The new Department
was to be called the Pennsylvania Motor
Police. The rank of Private Second Class
(P2C) and Private First Class (PFC) was
established that year. In February 1938,
the Commissioner ordered 267   passenger
cars painted white with black hoods
and Pennsylvania Motor Police  lettering
on the door. These cars became known
as Ghost Cars. 

Act 52 of April 28, 1943, changed
the name of the organization from the
Pennsylvania Motor Police to the Penn-
sylvania State Police.

The year 1946 saw the first statewide
radio telephone system installed and
the elimination of “flag stops.” 

The State Police dissolved the terms
“Private Second Class” and “Private
First Class” in favor of “Private” in 1953.
That rank continued until 1956, when
the term was replaced by “Trooper.”

On Oct. 1, 1963, married men were
permitted to apply for the State Police
for the first time.

All Troops dropped the district
desig nation and were alphabetically
designated on Jan. 1, 1965, as follows: 

• Troop A, Greensburg
• Troop J, Lancaster
• Troop B, Washington
• Troop K, Philadelphia
• Troop C, Punxsutawney
• Troop L, Reading
• Troop D, Butler
• Troop M, Bethlehem
• Troop E, Erie
• Troop N, Hazleton
• Troop F, Montoursville
• Troop P, Wyoming
• Troop G, Hollidaysburg
• Troop R, Dunmore
• Troop H, Harrisburg
• Troop T, Highspire

The radio teletype system was com-
puterized on June 1, 1965.

Five area Commands were  created
in January of 1968. Also that year, short
sleeve shirts were issued for the first
time. New small chevrons were issued
for noncommissioned officers. In Novem-
ber 1968, the State Police Aviation Divi-
sion was established.

A new troop, designated Troop S,
was activated on Sept. 1, 1970, and given
the responsibility of patrolling Penn-
sylvania’s interstate road system. Early
the following year, Area Command VI
was established and given command
over Troops S and T.

On Oct. 1, 1971, the first female
cadets were accepted by the Pennsyl-
vania State Police. The academy class
with the first women troopers gradu-
ated on July 7, 1972. 

The Department marked its 75th

Anniversary with a celebration at the
Hershey Convention Center with more
than 1,000 persons in attendance. A
memorial honoring those persons killed
in the line of duty was dedicated at the
academy. The monument was paid for
by contributions. 

In June 1980, Department mem-
bers were issued a new sidearm, the
.357 magnum Ruger, a stainless steel,
four-inch barrel revolver. It was the
first major change in State Police issued

weaponry in its 75-year history. 
Citing the need for the State Police

to employ expertly trained officers in
potentially lethal incidents, State Police
formed a Special Emergency Response
Team (SERT). The team members are
trained in tactical and negotiation re -
sponses. The first SERT was organized
in Eastern Pennsylvania in December
1986. A second SERT was organized
for Western Pennsylvania in June 1992. 

In January 1988, the Department
unveiled a new uniform with a new shoul-
der patch and shirt. The patch, designed
by a seven-member uniform committee,
incorporated the keystone and the state’s
coat of arms encircled by a star burst.
The star burst was part of the Depart-
ment's first uniform, which was designed
by Major John Groom in 1905. 

After a 50-year hiatus, the Depart-
ment returned to patrolling the state’s
highways on motorcycles. Twelve Harley-
Davidson motorcycles were assigned
to Bethlehem, Harrisburg,  Philadelphia
and Pittsburgh to respond to crashes
on heavily traveled highways. The pro-
gram was designed to help restore  traffic
on major highways when  conventional
vehicles cannot respond quickly to a
crash scene. The motorcycles were dedi -
cated in August 1989. 

The State Police responded to a
major riot at the Camp Hill State Cor-
rectional Institution in October 1989.
About 800 troopers were on the scene
during the peak of the incident, which
continued for three days.

In June 1992, the Department  created
the Bureau of Drug Law Enforcement
and the Bureau of Emergency and  Special
Operations. BESO  consolidated the func-
tions of aviation, executive protection,
the SERTs, canine unit and under water
search and recovery operations. 

State Police opened the first law-
enforcement DNA testing laboratory
in Greensburg on Sept. 22, 1992. DNA
helps link suspects to crimes and helps
exonerate individuals wrongly accused
of crimes.

In 1993, the Department purchased
4,500 new .40-caliber Beretta semi-
automatic weapons. It had been more

NATIONAL TROOPER
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than a decade since the last purchase
of new weapons.

On July 31, 1993, the  Pennsylvania
State Police became the largest ac -
credited police agency in the world. In
order to gain accredited status from
the Commission on Accreditation for
Law Enforcement Agencies, the Depart-
ment had to comply with 733 profes-
sional police standards. 

On May 12, 1997, the 100th Cadet
Class graduated 129 new troopers from
the Academy in Hershey. 

Act 100 of 2001 increased the State
Police enlisted complement by the addi-
tion of 370 positions to 4,310, exclu-
sive of the 235 members assigned to
the Pennsylvania Turnpike. However,
only 100 of the additional 370 autho-
rized positions were funded initially. 

On the morning of Sept. 11, 2001,
two hijacked jetliners hit the World
Trade Center in New York and one
struck the Pentagon outside of Wash-
ington, D.C. A fourth hijacked plane
(United Flight 93) crashed into a field
near Shanksville in Somerset County.
A total of 628 State Police members
and civilian personnel provided crime
scene security, assisted in recovery
efforts, mapped the search area,  provided
aerial photographs and coordinated the
efforts of responding agencies at the
crash site of United Flight 93 from 
September 11-30. Immediately follow -
ing the event, all members were placed
on 12-hour shifts and increased statewide
patrols were initiated. 

The Core Purpose and Core  Values
statements replaced the Department’s
Vision proclamation originally estab-
lished in 1991. The mission statement
was changed to read: Police Service
with Professionalism. 

Core Purpose 
To seek justice, preserve peace, 

and improve the quality of 
life for all.  

Core Values 
Honor, Service, Integrity, Respect,

Trust, Courage, Duty

In 2003 the Pennsylvania State
Police and New Jersey State Police

signed an agreement with the Delaware
River Joint Toll Bridge Commission to
jointly patrol the bridges under the
authority of the DRJTBC. 

Act 71 of 2004, The Pennsylvania
Race Horse Development and Gaming
Act, legalized slot machines in Penn-
sylvania and designated the Depart-
ment with law-enforcement responsi-
bilities. The law exempted troopers
assigned to enforcement of the act from
the authorized legislative enlisted com-
plement.

A new four-year contract arbitra-
tion award for members was issued
effective July 1, 2004. One change added
a list of disciplinary violations that can
result in termination of employment
for members. Another change estab-
lished the new enlisted rank of  trooper
first class for veteran troopers with 
12 years or more of service, effective
July 1, 2006. 

State Police marked its 100th

Anniversary on May 2, 2005, with a
week end of activities and events.

A prison escapee and suspect in
the killing of a New York State Police
trooper on Sept. 8, 2006, surrenders to
members of the Pennsylvania State
Police Troop E in northern Warren
County following an extensive five-
month manhunt. Ralph “Bucky” Phillips
had been added to the FBI’s “10 Most
Wanted” list just a day before he was
taken into custody. Phillips pleaded
guilty to various counts and was sen-
tenced to life in prison.

On a day that will be remembered
as one of the most tragic in Pennsyl-
vania history, the Pennsylvania State
Police gained the respect and admira-
tion of people around the world for
their professional and compassionate
response to the horrific shooting of 10
girls on Oct. 2, 2006, at an Amish school
in Lancaster County. Members forced
their way into the school just as Charles
C. Roberts IV took his own life. Moments
before, Roberts had shot the Amish
children at point-blank range. 

Today, the authorized complement
of the Pennsylvania State Police is 4,677
sworn members. In addition, over 1600

civilians serve in a variety of roles
throughout the Department.

The Pennsylvania State Police has
jurisdiction in all political subdivisions
in the Commonwealth. Criminal Inves-
tigation and support services occupy
approximately one third of the total
on-duty time of the State Police while
the remaining time is devoted to  traffic
enforcement and other public  safety
services. 

Frank Noonan was nominated by
Governor Corbett on January 18, 2011,
to be Commissioner of Pennsylvania
State Police (PSP) and was confirmed
by the State Senate on April 12, 2011.

The Pennsylvania State Troopers
Association was formed in 1962 as the
Conference of State Police Lodges.
There are fifteen Troop Commands in
the Commonwealth. Each individual
Troop is represented by a Fraternal
Order of Police Lodge. Collectively the
Lodges form the basis of the Troopers
Association. In 2012 we will celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the PSTA. A
gala event is planned in May 2012 at
Bedford Springs PA.

In closing we have enclosed the
Call of Honor. It provides our mem-
bers with a link to our past, while we
look forward to serving the citizens of
the Commonwealth in the future. 

Pennsylvania State Police 
Call of Honor 

I am a Pennsylvania State  Trooper, 
a soldier of the law. 

To me is entrusted the honor 
of the force. 

I must serve honestly, faithfully, 
and if need be, lay down my life as
others have done before me, rather
than swerve from the path of duty. 

It is my duty to obey the law 
and to enforce it without any 
consideration of class, color, 

creed or condition. 
It is also my duty to be of service 
to anyone who may be in danger 

or distress, and at all times so 
conduct myself that the honor 
of the force may be upheld. ❑

Pennsylvania, cont.
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A n idea by retired Major Michael[
Jordan and pursued by the Penn-
sylvania State Troopers Asso-

ciation and state Senator Lisa Baker
became reality in October when a dedi -
ca tion ceremony was held for the newly
designated “Fallen Troopers Memorial
Highway.” The highway covers a  portion
of Interstate 84 in Pike County and in -
cludes a monument erected by the PSTA. 

Hosted by the PSTA, the  ceremony
featured the unveiling of the  monument
and was attended by surviving family
members to honor all Pennsylvania
Troopers who paid the ultimate  sacrifice.
The monument is permanently placed
at the Pennsylvania Welcome Center
in Matamoras, where the states of New
York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania
intersect off Exit 53 of Interstate 84.
Over 200 people attended the  ceremony
which, in addition to the speakers,
included:
• PSP Mounted Unit presentation of

the colors
• PSP Ceremonial Unit members
• Singing the National Anthem
• Performing a rifle salute
• Performing TAPS
• Ceremonial folding of the U.S. flag
• Helicopter flyover by PSP Aviation

Unit
• Amazing Grace played on the 

bagpipes by PSP Bagpiper

On September 2, 1906 the first two
Pennsylvania State Troopers were killed
in the line-of-duty. To date, 93 Pennsyl-
vania State Police members have given
their lives to protect the citizens of the
Commonwealth of  Pennsylvania. The
Memorial inscription, written by Mary
M. Bungo, a retired civilian  em ployee,
and widow of Cpl. Ted Bungo, reads:

DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY 
OF THOSE BRAVE MEMBERS 

OF THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE
POLICE, THE FIRST UNIFORMED

STATE POLICE AGENCY IN 
THE NATION, WHO MADE 
THE ULTIMATE  SACRIFICE 
BY LAYING DOWN THEIR 

LIVES IN PERFORMANCE OF
THEIR DUTIES WHILE

 PROTECTING THE CITIZENS 
OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA.

BEYOND ALL EARTHLY SIGHT,
FOREVER REMEMBERED HERE
AND IN THE HEARTS OF THOSE

WHO CONTINUE THEIR LEGACY.

ERECTED WITH GRATITUDE BY
THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE
TROOPERS ASSOCIATION

OCTOBER 15, 2011.

PSTA President Bruce Edwards,
State Police Commissioner Frank  Noonan,
and Senator Baker addressed those in
attendance to honor the fallen.  President
Edwards stated, “There are 93 names
carved into this monument, 93  troopers
who gave the last full measure. May
this highway, dedicated to their  memory,
no longer stand for a means of passage,
but may it forever signify the courage
and honor of those who will never be
forgotten and by those who bravely
continue in their legacy.” ❑
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Fallen Pennsylvania Troopers 
Honored With Interstate Renaming

and Memorial Dedication
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Wildfire photos courtesy of 
Texas Forest Service

The State of Texas experienced the[
worst wildfires in recorded his-
tory during the drought of 2011.

Fires raged out of control for weeks at
a time in many different areas of the
state, including West Texas, North Texas,
North East Texas, South East Texas, and
Central Texas.

The Bastrop County fires, begin-
ning on Labor Day weekend, destroyed
over 1,939 homes, including several of
the homes of our DPS family. From
November 15, 2010 through October
31, 2011, Texas recorded nearly 28,000
wildfires which burned almost 4  million

acres (about double the previous record
and over 47% of all acreage burned in
the United States in 2011). The Texas
Forest Service estimates Texas has lost
about 500 million trees to the drought
of 2011. 

These fires stretched the resources
of not only DPS, but those of first respon-
ders and the forest service across the

state. We are thankful for the efforts of
all involved in handling these emer-
gencies. DPS Assistant Director of Emer-
gency Services, Nim Kidd, spent  countless
hours coordinating the response by DPS
with other emergency response teams
around the state. ❑
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Texas

Photos by John Pike, DPSOA

The Texas Department of Public[
Safety received the first of 6 tac-
tical shallow water interceptor

boats in December of 2012. The 34-foot
vessel is named in honor of fallen  Trooper

Jerry Don Davis. Davis was shot and
killed in the line of duty in Lubbock
County in 1980. The patrol vessels 
will be named for DPS officers killed
in the line of duty in each of the state’s
six regions.

As part of the newly formed Tac-

tical Marine Unit, the interceptors are
equipped with six M-60 machine guns
and armor plating and are powered by
three, 300 hp outboard engines. They
will begin patrolling the Rio Grande
River, international lakes and Intra-
coastal Waterway in 2012. ❑

Texas DPS Tactical Marine Unit

Wildfires Scorch Texas in 2011
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Washington

By Trooper M. Prether #1130

O n May 29, 2011 Trooper Prether[
and Deputy Hager assisted
forest Service unit Brad Lam-

mers and Nick Jorg with the capture
of a bear off US 2 near MP 35. Jorg’s
K9 was fearless during the capture track-
ing the bear after it was hit with a dart
to help put it to sleep. The bear left
after the first dart and climbed a tree.
Jorg issued  a second dart and the bear
finally came down the tree and went
to sleep. All four units at the scene car-
ried the sleepy bear out of the woods

in a net without issue. The bear was
weighed at 250 pounds. The bear was
transported into startup and then placed

in a bear trap for his safety. Jorg trans-
ported the bear in the trap to a safe
location. ❑

Bear

By Detective Scott Witman

With the arrival of the fall and[
winter, so comes the oppor-
tunity to pursue big game in

the State of Washington. Detective
Sergeant Mike Marken decided to  pursue
his first elk on the Olympic Peninsula
nestled within the rain forest of the
Olympic Mountains. Sergeant Marken
convinced one of his detectives to  venture

with him in his quest of the mighty elk,
also known as the Wapiti or Elwha in
the Native American Chinook  language
of Washington’s first tribes.

The detectives had never ventured
onto the Olympic Peninsula in pursuit
of big game. The first thing that came
to mind is knowing that the Olympic
Peninsula is a rain forest, and in Novem-
ber, there is a good chance it is going
to be wet. The second consideration

was where exactly do these elk live and
how do we get to them? This venture
would lead to a seven mile mountain
bike ride up and down old logging 
roads and then looking for land that is
open to public hunting.  The third  con -
sideration was how do you pack a 
600 pound elk out seven miles if one
is harvested? This is where the per-
suasion to take a fellow detective be -
comes useful.

Investigative Skills Lead
to a Successful Elk Hunt
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The trip included scouting for elk
a couple days prior to opening day. This
was also a good test run for the moun-
tain bike skills that would have to be
performed in the darkness of opening
morning. During the scouting, no other
hunters were observed in the area which
seemed likely due to the seven mile
venture. The lack of hunters was en -
couraging knowing that a lot of hunters
would cause concern due to the high
powered rifles each would have.

Opening day arrives and the detec-
tives find out they are not the only ones
that have the skills to trek seven miles
in the dark in search of an elk. They
are accompanied by approximately 12
other hunters that all have the same
goal in mind, harvest an elk. It was
obvious from the previous scouting trip
that a large group of elk were frequenting
a small grass field that was bordered
by a river on one side and tall  evergreen
trees on the other. All of the hunters
were going to the small field in hope
to ambush the elk. The detectives knew
that elk are crafty and would likely
have escape routes often like the crimi -
nals they pursue. With that in mind,
the detectives moved far away from the
group of hunters and took up a  perimeter
position like one would do during a K-9
track of a suspect. The opening hour
came and went without a gunshot being
heard. Numerous hunters were observed
wondering around in shock as to where
the elk had disappeared. The detectives
knew to hold their ground, believing
that there was likely at least one  driven
hunter to pursue these elk through the
river and thick forest. The detectives

believed the driven hunter would push
the elk into the nearby clearings, like
a German shepherd in pursuit of a bank
robber.

The 11 o’clock hour approached
and they decided it would be a good
time to hold their positions and eat lunch
while glassing the clearings and re -
maining alert. Before the first sandwich
wrapper came off, Sergeant Marken
yelled, “There they are … at least 30 of
them”. The herd is about 220 yards away
and there is one bull elk that presents
himself for a shot. Sergeant Marken
hesitates but is reassured he can make
this shot based on his years of experi-
ence as an excellent marksman for the
Washington State Patrol. Two shots rang
out from the .300 Winchester Magnum
and the herd of elk is observed  galloping
in a single file line up a steep  mountain
that no human being was going to con-
quer in their pursuit. There was no way
to tell if the targeted elk was part of
this large group.

The detectives then began the
adrena lin rushed task to find evidence
of blood on the wet forest floor before
it disappeared. They detected no blood
from the apparent gunshot, and moved
to the second form of available track-
ing which were the heavy hoof prints
left behind as the elk stampeded off.
Doubt was now beginning to enter the
minds of the detectives if the shot from
the magnum rifle connected. The detec-
tives began a careful and methodical
search in the direction the large heard
was last seen fleeing. After moving
through the thick brush and tangling
vines the detectives located the deceased

elk with a perfectly placed shot through
the lungs. The shot resulted in a quick
and humane kill. The elation of the 
harvest was now offset by the  agonizing
task of the seven mile trek ahead.

The first decision made was to begin
the processes of preserving the excel-
lent table fare that the elk meat would
provide. This was done by quickly
 separating and cooling the meat from
the carcass. The second decision was
to leave the mountain bikes behind and
make the process of packing the meat
out the priority. The detectives knew
packing the meat was going to be a two
person job. They had the benefit of a
small cart and pack that were thought-
fully purchased from Cabela’s for this
very moment. As the November rains
of the Olympic rain forest soaked every
piece of clothing, the next step be-
came to pack the meat out seven miles
before darkness and hypothermia could
set in.

The task of packing the 300 pounds
of elk meat seven miles was  completed
shortly before 7:00 p.m. The physical
exertion of walking up and down miles
of steep logging roads provided more
than enough heat to stay warm under
the rain soaked clothing. The moun-
tain bikes were recovered the follow-
ing day after another long walk back
on the unforgiving logging road. After
the mountain bikes were located, it 
was decided the hunting trip was more
than complete. A second elk harvest
would have likely been more than 
two worn out detectives could have
handled.

❑

Washington, cont.

The herd is about 220
yards away and there
is one bull elk that
presents himself for a
shot.
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Washington, cont.

Highway 101 in
Port Angeles Shut Down – 
Fireworks Possible Blame

By Travis Snider

T rooper Casey Corey of Port[
Angeles Detachment 3 had his
own private fireworks show on

July 5 from 3:30 am to 6:30 am as he
blocked SR-101 in Port Angeles for a
huge structure fire. The New Peking
Restaurant a Port Angels restaurant and
dance spot since the 1940’s burned to
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By Doug Gunnoe

“I would like to welcome our newest]
members from the 61st Cadet 
Class. I hope you are all enjoying

your new career as a West Virginia State
Trooper. Welcome to our WVTA  family.” 

I would like to thank all of the
WVTA membership again for allowing
me to serve as your President. I have
been working diligently during the last
two months with the WVTA Board of
Directors to advance our agenda. There
are numerous issues that effect our
membership on a daily basis. The West
Virginia State Police and our member-
ship (as individual troopers), have been
charged with the most important task
of providing law enforcement services
for the citizens of this great state. Every
trooper is or should be aware of the
mission statement of the Department,
as defined in West Code Chapter 15.
We have been given this  responsibility
and honor by the West Virginia Legis-
lature and the citizens of this State. To
live up to the high expectations that
have been conferred upon us should
be the desire of every member. With
this goal in mind, I can promise each
of you that the WVTA will work hard

to ensure that each of you have the tools
needed to be successful. We will, to the
best of our abilities, be a proactive advo-
cate for our membership. The need to
obtain sufficient manpower and equip-
ment will always be at the forefront of
our agenda. The WVTA recognizes the
need to stay competitive with pay rates
and benefits in order to recruit and
retain fully qualified members. The
WVTA will continue to meet with our
elected leadership and support those
who support our needs. CWA Repre-
sentative Elaine Harris and I have met
with many members of the WV Legis-
lature thus far in an effort to achieve

our goals. The WVTA has met with the
democratic and republican candidates
for the up coming gubernatorial elec-
tion. This effort was to communicate
to both candidates the WVTA's posi-
tion on various issues.

I would like to take a moment and
thank our Superintendent, Colonel C.R.
"Jay" Smithers, for including me in sev-
eral conversations and meetings he has
conducted with his staff. Although there
will be times that the WVTA and the
department will have valid disagree-
ments, I feel that our agendas can be the
same most of the time on current issues.

Colonel Smithers has been very
open and available to me during my
presidency thus far. Colonel Smithers
has directed his planning and research
staff to formulate a comprehensive man-
power study to present to the governor
and the Legislature. This study will doc-
ument for our elected officials, the need
for additional manpower and to sup-
port future manpower requests. I sin-
cerely believe that the colonel’s efforts
on this issue will benefit our member-
ship. The WVTA will again support
measures in the next legislative session
to increase our authorized manpower.

Washington, cont.

The WVTA
President’s Message

more ➤

West Virginia

the ground. The cause of the fire is
under investigation but fireworks were
a possibility. Employees inside the build-
ing at the time of the fire said the blaze
began outside in the flat room. There
were no injuries reported. Trooper Corey
was able to reminisce about the fire the
next day as he had to scrub all the oily
soot off his white patrol car after his
4.5 hours of overtime. ❑
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By Travis Snider

T he 2011 WVTA Annual Confer-[
ence was held Saturday, June 18,
2011 at the Marriott in Charleston.

It was a busy weekend with several
events and many topics on the agenda
during the open meeting. There were
several things discussed, and a pre-
sentation to the assembly by Mr. Mar-
vin Masters of Masters and Taylor Law
Firm. New board members were sworn
in: Doug Gunnoe – President, James
Baker – V. President, Nathan Fowler,
James Stout, Leslie Goldie, and  Gregory
Cook. John Smith and Lonnie  Carpenter
turned over the President and V. Presi -
dent positions. We should all thank
them for their time, dedication and hard
work.

Trooper of the Year runner-ups
were: Sr./Tpr. Claude Workman, Cpl.
Adam Scott, and TFC Ricardo Phillips,
(pictured upper right). The 2010 West
Virginia Troopers Association Trooper
of the Year is Sr./Tpr. Corey Maynard
(pictured right). Congratulations to the
finalists and thank you for your dedi-
cation and hard work. The WVTA would
also like to take time to thank the fami -
lies of our membership for the  thoughtful
understanding and support it takes to
help our Troopers stay sharp on the job,
focused on their tasks and committed
to serve the citizens of our State. Behind
every good trooper, there is a good sup-
port group. You are greatly  appreciated!

WV TROOPERS ASSOCIATION

SCHOLARSHIP SELECTION 

COMMITTEE 

Trooper of the Year

The WVTA Scholarship Selection Com-
mittee wishes to compliment all the
applicants. The following twenty stu-
dents were selected to receive a $1000.00
scholarship each. Winners are listed in
alphabetical order.

1. Bauso, Samantha
2. Burner, Kyle
3. Burner, Lindsey
4. Cogar, Samuel
5. Compston, Tyler
6. Goff, Erika
7. Hawkins, Tyler 
8. Hockman, Taylor
9. Hyre, Rianna

10. Jones, Natalie
11. Lantz, Jared
12. Long, Jenny
13. Lucas, Selena
14. Ogrin, Jennifer
15. Schmidle, Laura
16. Smith, Briana
17. Spangler, Danielle
18. Stickler, Kasey
19. Stickler, Morgan
20. Taylor, Colter ❑

2011 WVTA Annaul Conference

West Virginia, cont.
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Colonel Smithers was very quick
to get on board with another item the
WVTA has long sought, which was an
increase in overtime for our members.
I requested an increase to $500 a month
per non-exempt member and $500 sup-
plemental pay for exempt members.
The colonel has already included this
request in one of several agency improve-
ment packages he has submitted to our
elected officials. I hope that by work-
ing with Colonel Smithers and his staff
on these issues, where our common
interests meet, we can accomplish great
things for our membership.

I would ask that each of you keep
Sergeants J.J. Lester and C.A. Light in
your thoughts and prayers. As most of
you are aware, Sgt. Lester lost his wife
in a tragic vehicle accident and was left
with six children. Sgt. Light's daugh-
ter was diagnosed with cancer, and is
taking treatments for the illness. There
is currently a WVTA benefit raffle under
way for Sgt. Lester. Members wanting
to take a chance on a department ser-
vice handgun can contact Terry at the
WVTA Office for a ticket or see your
Troop Representative. The drawing will
be held on October 15th. I would like

to commend Sergeant J.E Davis of the
Oak Hill Detachment and all of those
who participated in a friendly benefit
golf match for Sgt. Light.

Lastly, I would like to welcome our
newest members from the 61st Cadet
Class. I had the pleasure to speak with
our newest members at the academy.
I hope you are all enjoying your new
career as a West Virginia State  Trooper.
Welcome to our WVTA family and please
be safe while you’re out on the road.

Fraternally,
Doug Gunnoe

❑

 033-080 Alaska-WV  26/01/12  3:12 PM  Page 76



Paying tribute to our brothers that[
gave their lives in the line of
duty…....

REMEMBERING: 

PRIVATE ERNEST RIPLEY

West Virginia State Police’s 
First Fallen Member

The West Virginia State Police was cre-
ated in 1919, in response to violence
arising from attempts to unionize the
State’s coal miners. The resistance by
the coal operators was immense. Gov-
ernor John J. Cornwell was the leading
advocate for a State Police force. Labor
leaders at the time opposed a police bill
that would later result in the creation
of the West Virginia State Police. The
legislature approved the measure and
Cornwell signed the West Virginia State
Police into law on March 31, effective
June 29, 1919. The agency was origi-
nally designated as the West Virginia
Department of Public Safety.

Jackson Arnold, grand-nephew of
Gen. Thomas J. ‘‘Stonewall’’ Jackson
was appointed as the first Superinten-
dent. Departmental headquarters was
located in Charleston, West Virginia
and the department had an authorized
strength of 125 men.

The July 1920 United Mine Work-
ers strike was brutal, and continued at
varying levels until October 1922. Extend-
ed duty in the Mingo County area even-
tually resulted in the deaths of three
(3) troopers. On Thursday, November
18, 1920, Private Ernest Ripley was the
first West Virginia State Trooper to be
killed in the line of duty near Vulcan,
West Virginia. Private Ripley was walk-
ing the railroad tracks and happened
upon two men, later identified as Bill

Hatfield and Taylor Cole. The two men
were friendly at first, then took advan-
tage of Private Ripley and marched him
down the tracks at gunpoint to an area
where men were working on the rail-
way. Hatfield emptied his pistol at Rip-
ley, and the trooper killed Hatfield with
one of his duty weapons. While Private
Ripley was fighting with Hatfield, Tay-
lor Cole shot Ripley twice in the back.
The trooper died as a result of his injuries.
Cole was later arrested for murdering
Private Ripley and still had one of Rip-
ley’s pistols on him when he was taken
into custody by Trooper William Cur-
tis. Cole was sentenced to prison on
December 18, 1920. The two-year con-
flict with striking coal miners is believed
to have resulted in over 50 related deaths.
The strike was finally put down with
the help of the United States Army and
the tireless efforts of West Virginia State
Troopers.

Private Ernest Ripley was 21 years
old at the time of his death and is buried
in Hinton, West Virginia. He served
four months and nineteen days.

With Reverence,
– Membership

❑

West Virginia State Police Hall
of Honor – Distinguished

Collection of 38 Brave Souls.

West Virginia, cont.
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OFFICER THOMAS ADAMS

California Highway Patrol, CA
EOW: Tuesday, February 15, 2011

Cause of Death: Automobile accident

TROOPER PARNELL MATTHEWS

Nebraska State Patrol, NE
EOW: Thursday, March 3, 2011

Cause of Death: Stroke

TROOPER KEVIN P. DOBSON

New York State Police, NY
EOW: Saturday, March 26, 2011

Cause of Death: Struck by vehicle

TROOPER I ANTHONY R. FOTIOU

New Jersey State Police, NJ
EOW: Monday, March 28, 2011
Cause of Death: Heart attack

TROOPER JEFFREY WERDA

Michigan State Police, MI
EOW: Wednesday, April 6, 2011

Cause of Death: Automobile accident

Roll Call of Fallen Troopers 2011
(Arranged in date of death order)
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TROOPER ANDREW “ANDY” THOMAS WALL

Tennessee Highway Patrol, TN
EOW: Saturday, May 7, 2011

Cause of Death: Motorcycle accident

TROOPER FIRST CLASS SHAFT S. HUNTER

Maryland State Police, MD
EOW: Saturday, May 21, 2011

Cause of Death: Vehicle pursuit

TROOPER ELLEN E. ENGELHARDT

Massachusetts State Police, MA
EOW: Wednesday, June 1, 2011

Cause of Death: Vehicular assault

TROOPER ADAM M. BOWEN

Virginia State Police, VA
EOW: Friday, June 24, 2011

Cause of Death: Automobile accident

TROOPER FREDERICK “FRED” F. GUTHRIE, JR.

Missouri State Highway Patrol, MO
EOW: Monday, August 1, 2011

Cause of Death: Drowned

TROOPER MARK TONEY

Iowa State Patrol, IA
EOW: Tuesday, September 20, 2011

Cause of Death: Automobile accident
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National Troopers Coalition
1875 I St. NW Suite 500
Washington, DC 20006
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