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May 11,2015

North Carolina Department of Public Safety
Victims Services for Prisons, Probation & Parole
4223 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699

Re: No Parole for James Sneed (inmate #0381339)

To North Carolina Board of Pardons and Paroles,

On behalf of the National Troopers Coalition and the 42,000 State Troopers we represent
across the country, we oppose the parole of Inmate Gary Sneed, inmate #0381339. Justice
demands that he be made to spend every remaining day of his full sentence in prison. This
inmate shot and killed Trooper Joseph Griffin Wright of the North Carolina Highway Patrol
in 1972. Trooper Wright was a 13 year veteran and left behind a wife and three children.
This inmate's violent murder of Trooper Wright should preclude any consideration for
parole. By denying Inmate Sneed parole. you would send a strong message that the killing
of a police ofhcer is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.

The National Troopers Coalition opposes Inmate Sneed's release because he intentionally
and maliciously murdered Trooper Wright. Inmate Sneed has no respect for the criminal
justice system and no regard for the law enforcement officers who risk their lives every day
and are willing to sacrifice their own lives in order to protect the public. If released, the
tragic death of Trooper Wright, a husband, father, brother, and son would be lost and the
agony of his death will be compounded for his family.

Inmate Sneed must be held accountable for his deliberate choice to murder the very police
offtcer that was willing to die to protect our freedom and enforce the laws. His blatant
disregard for human life and for those who are the front line defense of our society is
inconceivable to any reasonable person. No second chances should be afforded to a
convicted murderer of a police offrcer and it is right and just to deny parole.

In closing, we urge you to deny parole for Inmate Sneed for the irreparable harm he has
caused not only to the'Wright family, but also to law enforcement communities. Thank you
for your consideration of our views on this important matter.
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